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WEL born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, 
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dation on a rock, and when t flood aroſe, 


the ſtream beat vehemently hen, e houſe, 
and could not Thake it, for it Was founded 


n rock: but he that heareth, and doth 
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were of one heart, and of one ſoul; neither 
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Then Peter opened his mouth, and ſaid, I per- 

ceive that God ĩs no reſpecter of perſonz:: 

put in every nation, he that feareth him, and 
worketh ele- nt is Wa wn him. 774 
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Lord, make. me know mine end, and the mea - 
ſure of my days, what it is; that I may know 
how frail I am ? — 205 
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Pure religion, Wy undefiled Reber God and * 
Father, is this; to vibe the fatherleſs and widows 


in their afliction; and to keep « one s ſelf unſpotted | 
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a the world, 875 
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« AOL 833 faith the Apoſtle, 
Io given by the inſpiration of God; and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs,” Does 
any Chriſtian diſpute it? — do we not all re- 
gard revelation as the great ſource of moral 
light that diſpelled the gloom of ignorance 
and ſuperſtition, and expoſed to the world the 
Vox. I. B hidden 


— 


2 SERMON I. 
hidden myſteries of iniquity ; that filenced the 
lying oracles of the Heathen; and redeemed 
mankind from the tyranny of ſubtil prieſts? ? 
We acknowledge the Scriptures were given 
for the direction of our conduct, to rectify our 
moral errors, to teach juſt ſentiments of God and 
religion, and to lead us by the hand to virtue, 
to glory, and to happineſs. Muſt it not then 
be of the higheſt congſequence ta ſtudy 70 
treaſure of divine ineſtimable knowledge; ti 
improve by its doctrines, and to examine the 57 
import and extent of every ꝓrecept? Is it not 
deing juſtice to thoſe ſacred writings? And will 
not the trouble of every impartial inquirer be 
38 rewarded ? Is it not of the greateſt | im- 


gion by which, as we acknowiedge, our con- 
duct ought to be regulated? =o 

Mankind, when left to the . of 
che light oi nature, grew fooliſh in eheir con- 
reep of Cod. Their ſentiments of him 


= were. formed according to their own corrupt 
= ymnagindtions; "they aſcribed * to him ſuch © pro- 


eee WA even a virtuous man 
| | would 
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8. E R 1 O 1 3 
auld be aſhamed of: inſtead of canceiving of 


him, as our holy and reaſonable religion bids 


us, a wiſe, a good, pure, holy, and mereiful 


 hcing; they made him weak, capricious, im- 
Pure, and cruel. Their worſhip-of him muſt 


correſpond with theſe opinions;: the moſt ſcan- 
dalous ſcenes were exhibited in honqur f 
bim; riot and debauchery were ſanctifiod at 
certain-ſeaſons ; and even human ſaeriſices were 
thought to appeaſe his ſrowns and ſatisfy his 
juſtice: ſuperſtitipn ſwelled the number af 
ritual. bſerrations 40 an enormous ſiae · Thus, 
indeed, among the Jews, as well as the Gen- 
tiles, religion was almoſt entirely, laſt; atleaſt 
it vas vety near being entirely hid by the gay 
ornaments they put about it. And this is to 
much the .caſe among many -Chriſtians ; while 


a ſolemn grave appearance, a phariſaical opun - 


tenance, a regular diſcharge of poſitive inſtitu- 
tions, &c. are thought to eommnute foriſin : at 
kaſt it is imagined that religion œonſiſts in 


theſe formalities; and that ren are ſecure uf 


beaven, when deſtitute of that enlivening prin- 


ple, which alone can add dignity to man, and 
>, B 2 = entitle 


A SERMON LL 
entitle him to the favour __ A of = 
. ee Being. | 
While ſyperitition on the one hand ctiervates 
a diſgraces religion, and makes the worſhip 
of God a mere external thing: and an open 
barefaced impiety on the other, diſſipates the 
Powers of the mind, and every ſerious thought: " 
while''a cool indifference poſſeſſes ſo many 
Chriſtian profeſſors, and renders them care- 
Jeſs about the important affairs of piety and 
virtue — it is of the greateſt conſequence to 
guard mankind againſt theſe hurtſul extremes. 
And how i is it to be done? by bringing truth 
to an open point of view; by collecting the 
juſt "ſenſe of revelation ; by ſhewing in what 
religion conſiſts ;- and producing the motives 
and ſanctions therein contained in its ſupport 3 


by laying open the nature and attributes of 
God as far as we are acquainted, with, or can 


have any ideas of them; and by ſhewing, from 
the cloſe connexion ſubſiſting between him and 
his creatures, the duty they owe him. 

I ſhall therefore, in order to ſupport the dig- 
nity of our holy * and to fill our minds 
n J with 
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nen ene 
With real love and eſteem for it, endeavour to ex- : 
plain it, from the declarations of ſcripture, from 
what we know of the nature of God, and from its 
neceſſity in the ſituation and condition of man. 
For, as man is a reaſonable creature, and en- 
dued with à ſenſe of beauty and propriety in 
conduct; every object that is rational, decent, 
and juſt, muſt deſerve his attention and par- 
ticular regard. Religion, then, in its own na- 
ture, is a wiſe, a decent, and profitable thing; 
it is founded in the eternal reaſon and fitneſs 
of chings. Religion enlarges every power of 
the ſoul; it adds beauty to the conduct of an 
intelligent being; and ſpeaks peace to the 
mind: while irreligion and impiety debaſe the 
moſt ſhining qualifications, and fill the man 
with horror and confuſion: and while enthu- 
fiaſm and ſuperſtition, bring the moſt reaſon - 
able plan of devotion to contempt. In order, 
therefore, to explain the words of my text, 
as I have propoſed, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew 
what religion-is, in its own nature and full ex- 
tent; and at the ſame time ſtrip it of thoſe 
(rappings of ignorance and ſuperſtition which 
f B 3 > wicked 


C SER MON I. | 
wicked men have, in a manner, blended with 
it. Secondly, that there is an intrinſic worth 
and native beauty in religion: and, laſtly, 
enforce the doctrine in the text, ſuitable ro the 
great importance of the ſubject. 

101 Religion is not a mere matter of ſorm, not 
m external mode; but an internal principle, 
founded in reaſon ariſing from the nature of 
man; the circumſtances in which he is placed, 
and the relation he ſtands in to the Deity, It 
cConſiſts in juſt and honourable ſentiments of 
Bod ; in pious endeavours to anſwer the great 
purpoſe of our being, and of his providence; 
in love, -revererice, and obedience unto him, 
And it is a very conſiderable part of religion, 
td expreſs our love and regard unto him, by 
all ſuitable acts of worthip; performed, as the 
royal prophet adviſes, in the beauty of holi- 
neſs, in a reverend and decent manner; and 
an the duties of religion are the ſame with the 
great law of nature, the moral law; benevo- 
lence to men, juſtice, mercy, and truth, and 
the cafeful diſcharge of all relative duties, ruſt 
n ver important part of it. This is reli- 
2 gion, 


* 


W 10 O²Ʒͥu . 5 
gion, in the right and extenſive meaning of 
it; though we oſten malte uſe of the word to 
expreſs our ſpeculative opinions, our forms of 
worſhip, or to diſtinguiſh any particular deno- 
mination of people. Thus we-ſay the Ma- 
hometan, the Popiſh, and the Proteſtant re- 
ligion; but true religion is the fame in every 
nation and elime, and under every diſpenſation; 
and forms and ceremonies, by no means eou- 
ſtitute a part of it. Thus the religion of the 
Jews was in reality the ſame with Chtiſtianity. 
Love, and obedience to God; à ready ſub- 
miſſion to all his diſpenſations; an inviolable 
conſcientious regard to juſtice, benevolence, 
truth, and mercy, were the noble principles 
that actuated every good man and conſtituted 
his religion. And, whenever thefe principles 
prevail, whether among Jews or Gentiles, Ma- 
hometans, or Chriſtians, it is then alone men 
can be properly ſtiled truly religious. I have 
the Apoftle's authority to confirm my aſſertion. 
Pure religion, faith he, and undefiled before 

God and the Father is this; to vifit the father- 


leſs and the widows in their affliction, and to 
B 4 keep 


2 S ERM ON I. 
= keep himſelf unſpotted from the world. © What- 
ever other pretenſions he may have, they are 
all. vain and uſeleſs. A man may ſeem to be 
religious, he may aſſume a ſacred cloak, but 
without theſe qualifications, he only deceiveth 
his own heart; be cannot eſcape the all-per- 
vading eye of the great God, who ſeeth into 
: the cloſeſt receſſes. of his ſoul, and eſteems 
an action ſo far only, as it flows from pious, 
benevolent, and honourable principles: it is 
that conduct alone, that approves itſelf to our 
reaſon and conſcience, that can recommend 
us to our Maker; thoſe actions, that proceed 
from our dependence gu God, from a ſenſe 
of the rectitude of his commands, and his 
generous, kind concern for our happineſs; 
that are for ever directed by juſtice, com- 
| paſſion, and difintereſted goodneſs to all man- 
| Kind: this is pure religion: this entitles us 
to the character of the children of God. To 
aſſiſt the weak and the indigent, to adminiſter 
relief to the diſtreſſed, to extend the arm of 
friendſhip and compaſſion to ſuch as ſtand in 
need. of our aſſiſtance: a ſou]; pnclogged by 


S | * 
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ſuperſtition, and a- ſtranger to partiality and 
avarice ; a mind untinged with vice and im- 


piety, that guards againſt the ſallies of paſ- 


ſions, and. the allurements of faſhionable ini- 
quity, that holds faſt, its integrity, uncorrupt, 
and undefiled; that faithfully diſcharges his 


dent being. ' Whatever noiſe may de made 
about poſitive duties, and external ordinances, 
when they are put in the ſcale againſt theſe 
duties of eternal. obligation, they are nothing. 
It is true chat ſuch ritual inſtitotions as are 
found in the New Teſtament, have all a mani- 
feſt tendency to advance the intereſt of theſe 
important virtues in our hearts; they therefore 
become a part of the religion of Chriſtians, and 
are indiſpenſably binding upon every profeſſor: 
but what ſhall: we ſay of human inſtitutions, 
and the traditions of men, though they had the 
ſanction of antiquity, and a cloud of fathers 
and ſchoolmen bore witneſs unto them? they 
can never bind the conſcience, nor advance the 
intereſt of real religion; they mult be regarded 
by nary ſenſible and impartial man, as baſe 

impoſitions 


Yo 8 ERM ON . 
impofitions ; eſpecially, when they are made 
terms of communion, as is too much the cafe. 
The Chriſtian religion ſurely conſiſts not in 
bowing at the name of Feſus, in adoring to- 
wards the eaſt, in ſubſcribing a ſet of meu 
arxicles of faith, of human invention, nor i 
kneeling at the ſacrament, nor in the 888 at 
baptiſm; In what then does religion conſiſt ? 
nit in 2 regular attendance on public wor- 
ſhip ? in ſuch a caſe it ſhews a good diſpoſition; 
| but unleſs the perſon is profited thereby in his 
ſentiments, in his temper, and conduct, this 
will avail him nothing. Many in the great 
day will addreſs the ſovereign judge, have we 
zet called thee Lord? baſt thou not preached 
in eur frets? have we not caſt aut devils in thy 
name, and dine ' many miracles? have we not 
been the foremoſt in thy church? have we not 
by our zeal for thy glory, been diſtinguiſhed 
ſrom others? Then will he anſwer them, ye 
ſurely deceived mankind, who judged of your 
hearts by your outward appearance. Bot did 
ye not indulge pride, malice, covetouſneſs, and 
cre vices in your minds? Theſe were not 
= hidden 
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Biden” from my eyes. You make my name 
25 2 mantle to cover your vices. Depart from 
me ye workers of iniquity. But he, whoſe' re- 
tigion is rational and fincere, and founded upon 
the principles of Chriſtianity ; that pays his 
morning and evening homage of praiſe, grati- 
rude, and devotion to the Supreme Being; 
that "obſerves the works of nature and grace; 
ſubmits with reſignation to all the s of 
heaven; that feels the miſeries of mankind, 
and commiſerates the diſtreſſed; that preſerves 
ſacred the dictates of reafon and religion: he 
is the good, and the ſincerely religious Chriſ- 
tian. Ho decent, how amiable, and truly 
exalted is his conduct, who: farms: his life ac- 
cording to this noble pattern! Wiſdom guides 
his feet; juſtice, piety, and benevolence ani» 
mate all his actions; an unaffected ſimplicity 
adorns his whole deportment ; cheerſulneſi 
ſhines in his countenance ; and a virtuous peace 
brightens his ſoul. Adverfity, without rene 
dering him wretched, only calms every tu 
multuous paſſion, and gives every ſpring of 
the foul- its proper ſtrength. He regards it 
ſometimes 
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forgetimes.. as a relaxation. which. Providence 
kindly. grants mankind, from the noiſe and 
hurry. of. life, in order to give reflection its 


proper ſcope : for we then perceive: every ob- 
ject in its own juſt colour; diveſted of thoſe 
ſalſe lights, in which our miſinformed judg- 
ments or ĩrregular fancies had decorated them. 
Here, free from the buſtle. of the world, to be 
at leiſuge to take a view of our former actions, 
and their various conſequences; to meditate on 


the Divine Nature and perfections, and with 


rapture to anticipate the joys to come: this is 


 a'privilege! in proſperity, he is more likely 


to deal out his bread to the poor and the in- 
digent ; for, having felt diſtreſs, he regards 
it as a ſeaſon, in which he ovght to imitate his 
Maker in diffuſing relief, and happineſs to all 
around him. Who admires not ſuch a charac- 
ter, in which are exemplified all thoſe vir- 
tues that can endear one to God or man; in 
which a ready ſubmiſſion to the deſigns of Pro- 
vidence, a generous regard to the welfare of 
his fellow creatures are illuſtriouſly diſplayed; 

with a careful attention to the whole ſcope of 
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his duty, and the greateſt concern to ſubmit 
\bimſelf to the whole will of God. When he 
"appears before his Maker, "whether i in public 
or private, love and reverence direct his con- 
duct, and appear in his countenance. Of ſuch 
a one, it may be joſtly ſaid, that his religion 


is undefiled before God the Father. 
5 We INN 46942 ͤͤĩ «“. 
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And the angel faid unto them, fear not, for behold 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which ſhall 

be to all people, for unto you is born this day, in 

the city of David, a Saviour, who is Chriſt the 

Hand. | 
ANY diſputes have been raiſed with 
regard to the preciſe time, and the day 
on which the Saviour of the world appeared. 
And the controverſy has been handled with © 
too much zeal and animoſity ; thoſe, whoſe re- 
1ligion confifts in the punctual obſervance of 
days and meats, have not failed in propagating 
e abſurd 
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e and ridiculous notions concerning it ; 
aſſuring us, that they themſelves have ſeen un- 


uſual phenomenæ, and ſupernatural appearances 


upon it, as if Heaven was intereſted in che 
diſpute. But as to the day, or ſeaſon of the 
year, we cannot - poſſibly have any accurate 
. account, ſince it was never obſerved among 
Chriſtians till ſuperſtition, and the fopperies 
of Rome, began to ſpread their banners, about 
three hundred years after Chriſt. The inſtitu- 
tion itſelf was borrowed from the Heathen, and 
ſolenized i in the ſame manner. And even in 
aur times, at this ſeaſon of the year, the houſe 
of mirth is laid open, and ſcenes of luxury, in- 

temperance, and feſtivity, witneſs our grati- 
tude, to Heaven for a Redeemer ; but ſurely 
in a manner very unworthy and unbecoming : 
it being nothing unuſual for hundreds on this 
day, to deny themſelves the gratification of 


| morning fumber, to repair early to places of 


. public worſhip, to byma their Maker's praiſe, 
while the reſt of the day, is ſpent in the haunts 
of extravagance and riot. Surely a heathen 
would ſcarcely believe, that the perſon they 

thus 
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the he gerda 
dhe bifth öf br Saviour: Sec only, the witiched. 
| Tall tion the whole collective bod | body o 

1 Kit bete th, "with regaid is their morals and 
ſeheines of vein And the invaluable ad- 
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de Pore ſuch a character as 


__ — the whole of "his" le 


that 'the'idiſciples of a perſon, who inculcited 
ereimplined the ſtricteſt rules of ſobriety 
and virtue, Would choofe ſuck an unaccountable 
inechod'of Ading hbnovur ro his name and doc- 

anne: but am perſuaded, that ſuch practices 
ſteer by every perſon preſent, as entirely 
eriminal ad oppoſite to that holy religion, he 
pr einen among feaſonable and accountable 


caſion to adore the goodneſs and metcy of the 


Sorereign of the univerſe ſhould be perv verted, 


or rather profiituted to ſuch cuſtoms. © 
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1 bon return to the words of my text. And 


Fdef ion 'Piiicipally i is; to'confider Firſt, 
circumſtrnces that attended 


ö of man- 


feſulti 
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ng to the world from the coming 


vantages 
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beings: I canbot bot regret, that fuch an de- 
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aud practice; when Heathen ſuperſtitions were 
enſlaving humanity, and trampling the ſacred” 


teveſting an æra, that it ſhould not fall't 
| aocotding to the common eo wrſe Seer 
And ſog in fuct, it came to paſs, When 
Saviour was introduced into the world, à cor 


onder eo prepare” the minds of the People fr 
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(When the huren race had departed from 


| | the great end of its being, and degenerated! 


into the groſſeſt abſurdities, both in principles 


dictates of ' conſcience; and Jewiſh ceremonies 
were ſerting at nought the preſcriptions of rea · 
ſon; and deſpifing the ties of virtue and juf- 
tice; it ſeerried fit to Infinite Wiſdom to ebin - 

mit the reftoration of the world to him, through/ | 
whom it was made. But it cannor be imagi- 
ned that ſuch a diſtinguiſhed event ſhould take 
place e Louis very exrradedinary ee 
ſtunces to attend it; and to whnoticeds! 
without ſome awful atteſtations of the appea- 

rance of this e eee, e ; 
Ir will be readily granted, then, that the powers! 
above would bear witneſs to ſo grateful; ſo 
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pany of celeſtial beings bore witheſs' to-It,' it 
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G IIs adatintes:a ji 
ſonage, i Je boy 24 2d. 
The debe theſe TY of God 
addrefled themſelves, were hepherds, who kept p 
wich over their flocks by night; perſons uh 
could have oo intereſt i in the appearance of the 
Meſſiah, but i in common with the reſt of man- 
kind. They cauld not poſſibly have any proc. 
pect of reaping benefic from an impoſture, and 
therefore muſt he the. Jeſs. ſuſpected of ſpread-,, 
ing falſchoods, . To theſe the heaycaly: viſion, 
appeared ;, perſons of honeſt, candid minds, 
who, nere willing to know, and be confirmed 
in the truth. As directed by the angel, they 
at. to Bethlehem, and found every thing as. 
they Vere told. And when they had; ſeen it; 
when, they found the perſons deſcribed, and 
their circumſtances, in every particular, anſwer. 
ing the account given them; they made known 
abroad. che hing which-was told them concer- 


25 . 


564-8460 3; 10 
the ſhepherds. The ſhepherds returned glori-. 
fying and praiſing God for the things they 

had heard and ſeen. Finding the ſituation of 
the Meſſiah to correſpond ſo exactly with the 

x deſcription of the angel, wrapped in fraddling | 
clothes, and lying i in a manger, they did not 
in the Jeaſt doubt the reality of what they % iy 
ſeen and heard, nor attribute it to the delu- 
ſions of, their i imagination : they defired no far- 
ther for their belief, but went and 
publiſhed theſe glad tidings — and on account 
of that, honeſt ſimplicity which is ever pleaſing . 
to the Deity, they were honoured with the firſt 
commiſſion to na to the we the grateful | 


» * 


And i it is 10 hy obſerved, that "the whole 52 
earth was in expectation of the appearance of .. 1 
ſome. very great perſonage. The Jews impa- 
tiently waited for the coming of their 3 
Delivererz and had already, in thought, van. 
quiſhed all their enemies under his banner. — | 
And. che; whole Gentile. world had ſanguine; 
hopes that ſome great prophet was ſhortly to 2 
77 ol would reform mankind. of their 

dnn lr, C2 | vices, 


an heavenly offspring will reſtore the 
age.” May the Powers above proce the new- 


.evigemtly to have been borrow ed from Iſaiah” Xi. 


1 
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vices, and couftitute a fore perfect ſcheme of! 
religion. © And indeed they ſeem to bare more 


worthy coriceptions of his commiſſion than even 


the Jews themſelves; for one of their greateſt — 


poets, . who wrote in the days of Auguſtus 4 
Cala, juſt before the birth of the Meſſiah, * E 


| ſpeaks to this purpoſe : The . 


are now approaching ; ; Juſtice and truth return P * 
golden | 


- 
; 


born babe! and whatever footlteps of bur a=. 


tient crimes remain, for « ever ſhall” be bai 


ed,” Ke. EY 33 . in 3! oF, 
ome of che expreſſiohs that follow iter 


53 
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6-9 G that it is got very difficit to under: - 
-Natid how the Gentile world had any notions 


* 
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of this kind! "AL che Jews had been carried 


1 


timacy with the "Gentifes, * "All theſe eite 


captives, and diſperſed Urnoft over the whole 
earth, their writivigs were 'tratiflare into "the 


moſt Popular and dnfwerfer langunge; ank 
afterward; their country being made x Roman 
province, they muſt hre ku 4 greater in- 
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were ſome looking for 
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trines 3 and they afford us the moſt reaſonable 
account of their prevalence, — It was in conſe- 
quende of this chat the wiſe men from the Eaſt, 
probably from Chaldea, where the Ifraclites 
were long in <aptivity, came do Bethlehem, 


ditected by 2 bright ſtar, to pay their homage 
to the Lord of Ife. No period in the Mule 


Jewiſh hiſtory can be pointed out, in which the 


hopes of the people ran ſp very high, as At the 


indsoductzon of the Deliverer into humanity. 
Edery circumſtance concurred to-inark it for 


che deſigued ra. The ſcepter was departbd 
from Judah. The Jews were under the protec- 


tion of the Gentiles ; and we are told there 
ption. You 
might ſee aniiety printed in every face Their 
eertmonies were rather become hurdenſome. 


| (Bvery day h expected to bring the welcome 


news. This muſt be gathered from the thak- 


ner in which Herod received the viſe men, 


-when he was troubled, and all Jeruſalem with 

him g drid the (dreadful: tragedy: chat he after- 

. that AY | 
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phecy was fulfilled ; „In Rama was therr a 
"voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and 
great mourning; Rachel weeping for her chil- 
dren, and would not be comforted becauſe they 
| were not.” This proved that he did not treat 
_ ww an uncertain; ſuperſtitious report, the rumor 
that prevailed among the people, that the 
Meſſiah wins born, and that he ſhould fir upon 
the throne of his father David. It Was in 


-Gab; while the prejudiced Phariſees found it 


[difficult 0 reject him. They were, however, 


reſolved to diſcountenance every claim that did 
-gat: correſpond with their notions of him, 
:which they had drawn from their own corrupt 
:ideas and paſſions, whateyer; violence they of- 
. fered- to their conſciences; as is oyident from 
their treatment of the Son of God, when they 
- had all neceſſary and — can he 
. was the promiſed Meſſiag. Un 
Au come to the ſecond eee Foes the 
- wretched condition the whole world was in 
I 290 to _ hay defe&tive every 
_ ſcheme 
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ſcheme of religion was to bring about a general 
-reformation, and the advantages reſulting from 
the appearance of Chriſt. It muſt be acknow- 
ledged that our Saviour fixed upon the beſt 
period in the world for ene * 
doctr ines. 
L-. The Auguſtan ara was a aluſtrious 
for-arts and ſciences, learning and knowledge. 
We are told that the wiſe men of Athens ſpent 
their time in nothing elſe but to ſay or hear 
ſome new thing, and conſequently this was the 
moſt proper time to do juſtice to the excellence 
of the Chriſtian religion, and to the character 
of its Author. The goſpel. is calculated-for 
climes of reaſon, not for countries where igno- 
trance and- ſuperſtition bear ſway. Among 
batbarians it would be ſoon loaded with a heap 
of abſurdities, or perverted to every wicked 
-purpoſe, Nay, it was reaſonable that a reli- 
gion, which challenged a divine original, and 
encouraged free enquiry, ſhould make its ap- 
-Pearance in an enlightened age, in order to 


remove all ſuſpleicus of fraud and \collufiori. 


n impoſture was broached, we find 
31d. 220 42 2 5 C 4+ it 
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* | -virti 1008 fdllowers | to propa gate [his religioh, 
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the venerable arguments of rapine and devaſta 
tion; like Mabomet, followed by a numerous 
Qrchy; wick the ſword in one hand and the 
AMAdoran in the other, compelling men to em- 
brace his religion or die. But Chriſt never 
Ap ted to raiſe @ party, in order to extort 
bulief; he choſe a few illiterate, but honeſt, 


18nd addreſſed himſelf to men's reaſon and under- 
Minding. But notwithſtanding the height to 
whith" knowledge was raiſed, the world in 
general wub very corrupt... The Jews placed all 
their virtue and religion in the punctual obſer- 
ue of che traditions of the elders, and in 
bey thing but that in which true religion 
among them, the lawfulneſs of revenge was 
ihaintained and eſteemed as a mark of a great 
mind: and hence the reaſon- why their wan 
were ſo ftegbent, and their civil 'diſcords fo 
bloody. 4 The inoſt exrcrable crimes” were 
honoured — and de, I. 
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acceptable worſhip they could pay. And what 
exceſſes might be expected, when the ſolemn 
ſanctions of religion, joined with paſſion and 
cuſtom to recommend them. And even the 
metropolis of the world, a little before the 
Chrikian #ra, was diſtinguiſhed for a Iicen- 
tiouſneſs of manners unknown to the moſt 
corrupt of former ages. The religion of an 
oath was held in contempt, though the ſtrongeſt 
bond of ſociety. Suicide was the only practice 
that carried with it the leaſt appearance of vir- 

tue. The little power which their religion 
had, at the beſt time, had loſt its influence on 
the morals of men, and was made uſe of to 
ſerve the purpoſe of factions. Not to mention 
the horrid cuſtom of human ſacrifices, the un- 
| bounded luxury of the great, and the cruel 
ſervitude of the poor ; the general perfidy that 
was introduced into the intercourſes of the 
ſexes, by the penniflion bf polygamy, and the 
Perpetual violation of conjugal faich. Certainly 
if any age or ſtate of human nature called for 
the immediate interpoſition of Heaven, it was 
this ; for they had proceeded from one impiety 
9 : to 
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t another, till they ſeemed to have arrived at 
the dit Rage of corruption and 
it is to be obſerved, that it was. not for the 
want. of mitten law that vice prevailed ſo 
inch in the Hesthen world, The fineſt 
tem of mortality that the joint (kill of men 
er angels could have formed, would have 
;«vailed but little; They had excellent inſtruc- 
tions in virtue, and every branch of moral 
goodack;, but they proved inſufficient, to re- 
dem the world, or. ſo much as to check the 
progres. uf vice and depravity. Their fineſt 
gxaiaſcs* were employed in ſtudying new ſpe- 
cies of; gnile, and [refining on immaralicy. 
Tbey wanted a ſtandard of truth and righte- 
oufacß, attended with the moſt powerful mo- 
tives and fanctions to the practice of vittue, 
that might diſcountenance ertor and ſuperſti- 
tion b fuperior diſcoveries, ſtrengthen moral 
| ions, touch every ſpring. of hope, and 
animate every principle of gratitude and bene- 
volence in the human mind: — when, 101 the 
Saviour appeared, a light to Jews and Gentiles; 
aud, agrecable to the prediction of Iſaiah, to 
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- remove miſery and guilt; and to eſtabliſh peace, 
uſtice and »benevolence : among mankind. — 
Had Heavyen' left: us to ourſelves, it is not ,poſ- 
_ {fible to conceive: to what a wretched condition 
tions, and freſu gods. We cannot reflect with- 
out pain on the miſery that ſueh ayowed prin- 
ciples of revenge; ſuch open violations of every 
tie of nature, juſtice; and honour, would have 
involved us in: for every age improved on 
the other in ſuperſtition and fin ;/ and nothing 
but a religion armed with fo much power, with 
ſuch awful ſanctions and atteſtations of its di- 
vine original as Chriſtianity, could have made 
its way, in plain oppoſition to all prejudice 
and paſſion, and ptoduce ſo general a refor- 
mation among beings devoted to ſin. What 
could have extirpated ſuch enormous vices and 
inyeterate paſſions, which antiquity and reli- 
gion had made ſacred? And to the inſſuence 
of the Chriſtian religion we may aſcribe all 
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' the improvements of modern ages. A. free 


enquiry is every where encouraged; thoſe 
oF" vices 


1 , 
— a" «i — a. 4 5 * ” N 2 8 1 * * 
n . \ * ; * 
þ b * * * ed > . o 
1 2 * oy - CY _ 
_ * * * 4 . 7 


RM ON H. 
. vices which were deſtructi de of human happi- 
e e ae gee be any that 
remain, they cannot be attributed to the doc- 
ee eee for they all 
met in one common end, in enforcing: the 
- Jaws of juſtice, moderation, virtue, bene vo- 
-Jence; nnd ſobriety. At the approkeh of the 
- golpth, ſuperſtitĩon, ignorance, tyranny of the 
-priefts, and all their baleful effects, die-. 
Bot it will be ſaid, chat divine worſhip never 
geberated ſüch an enormous ſyſtem of abfurdity 
ani faperſtition, as among ſome that call them- 
ſelves: Chriſtians at this day. I anſwer; that 
there is no blefling in life but may be abuſed ; 
n iftitarion, however perfet, but may be 
perverted to wicked Porpoſes by the cunning 
-of winked,” ſordid minds Let any one of 
_  Eottimod' honeſty and candour examine the 
e eee raving can ſind any thing 
in it which tends to'enflave the minds-of man- 
Lind; © No, it treats them us reaſonable beings ; 
it commands us to prove all thitigs, and to 
Sve our aſſent to nothing but what we find 
-confiſtent with reaſon, and worthy of God. 
Fry We 
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We may therefore conclude, that the goſpel is 
a favour of infinite worth, and deſerves our 
f meſt ſentiments 


— — 


of gratitude, 
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II. CORINTHIANS, X. 5. 


' Caſting down imaginations, nod antes dick thing 
that exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into — my thought to the 
obedience' of Chriſt. 

HE whole conduct of Chrift, and his 

apoſtles after him, when fairly and ho- 

neſtly examined, afford the moſt illuſtrious and 
pleaſing proofs of the truth and excellence of 
the Chriſtian inſtitution, They demonſtrate 
the:moſt generays regard to mankind, and the 
greateſt concern for their eternal happineſs, —. 
Above the influence of mean, worldly, and 
| mercenary 


ft 


SERMON m. 32 
mercehary views ; in ſpite of perſecution, po- 
verty; and contempt, they preſerved the ſame” 
upright and pious intentions of reforming their 
fellow · creatures, and-eſtablifiiing truth and vir- 
tue in their hearts: ſtudious to tederm the 
world from the bondage of vice and ſuperſti- 
tion, and of di ſpoſſeſſing idolatry and-iniquity, 
that cartied the face of devotian, of their ſtrong 
holds, they brought both the ſentiments and 
conduct of mankind to the ſtandard of truth 
and reaſon, Caſting down imaginations; am 
every thing that exalteth itſelf againſt; the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity... 
every thought to the obedience of Chriſt.” A 
perſon, unacquainted with the ſtrength of preja - 
dice would. ſurely. wonder hence it came to 
paſs that Chriſtianity made not a quicker pro- 
greſs, and how. it. obtained no greateg footing: | 
in the world. He would think a religion, ſack, 
as the goſpel, which has evident truth and rea- 
ſon on its ſide, required..no more than to be 
| Propoſed, and then to be embraced by rational 
creatures, - But we ought to conſider, chat 
eſtabliſned ſuperſtition is not ſo eaſily oveto 

t Wigeitinſ od turned 
8 | 


adopt and ſupport. 
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turned when an ſet 3 e 


lic authority, and vice is 3 W. e 
the policy of the land: in fed caſes-2-refor- 


ee eee eee 


A reli gion u, diveſted of 
all worldly pomp and ſbew, which propoſes 
naked; ſimple truth, and unbiaſſed reaſon for 


our guide 3 and virtue, integrity, and holineſs 


as the end'and aim of all our actions; is ſure 
to meet many enemies in its way. And an 


inſtitution, how abſurd and ridiculovs ſoever, 
if fancy has contributed its aid towards its for- 


mation; if vice is countenanced, and iniquity 
rectives' ho" check: add to this, if ceremony | 
conſtitutes a part of it,” and myſtery and ſo- 


lem ſhew' hide its deformities; if a greater 


ſtreſs is laid on a devout countenance than a 


regular, virtuous life: for ſuch an inſtitution - 


the beſt principles in the univerſe-may be re- 


* deſpiſed. This was the cuſe with? 


. D 


4 "8 8: 1 0:2: m _— 
Thriſtianieys.i Fa every. where ſpoken againit; 
in Judea the greateſt truths. were ſtiled blaſ- 
phemy and the goſpel regarded as an impious 
attempt to ſubyert the old conſtitution. In 
Greece; the maſt learned and. civilized country = 

upon earth, the cleareſt reaſons and the. moſt 
ä Virtuous maxims were deſpiſed, ; as. folly, and 
IF <he,offipring of ignoragce 35 Great i D 


n, en mas, in effect; the popular 
x -<ry.a-Jeruſalem,; at Rome, at, Athens, as wall | 
23 at Epheſus. , Vice borrqped her, prnaments 
p from fancy and imagination ;. reaſon ;way laid. 


| aſide, as too oſten is the caſe in matters, gf. ge- 


3 Adigionz and paſſion ſet up the ſtandard „ 


vernment. Both prieſts and Kings were ing - 
| reſted, and combined to keep Agony 
| deluſion ; and mankind ſeemed happy under 


5 the yoke; chearfully contributed to ſupport 
.the old ſuperſtition, and to withſtand the * 
b knowledge of God, as communicated. by, the 


gioſpel. What the apoſtle hergfore. means in 
the text, and which he acknoyledges his duty 
to aboliſn and undermine, were thoſe heathen 
ünſtitutions, which were all the creatures of fancy, 
Vol. I. .D | calculated | 
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1 chaten to pteate the ſenſe; und to ſooth b 


cht and Ucgetiente hature Bot in older 
me ius ui Kate ot religion-3 thoſe; euys, 


% uncherſtandk Him atight, it is ndeemry to eu- 


dn baz Jews and Gentiles- The feſt dad 


Iofurles bf God among "them f polſtive 


Us for the Yiredtivn of their Sndskt With 
By the flage? of God kitnfelf: Theft they 
 Hbhives, tidacknowiedged their wine origin. 
One thight expett cht ch hach leept clear of 
d bin bf Human Inventions ; that in Juden 
we Sen Uf Heaven was worſhipped with po- 

- et heilt. ind agreeable to his Own diftc- 
ens 4nd! thas jultice, truth, and benevolence 
"Sie tegarded in the commietce'df life. But, 
n Pain ml ie, thoſe people, whoſe conduct 
W Val as religion ought to have been 2 model 
Eg bor all the e of rhe earth, were become 
Wan and foolifk in their ithaginations ; the 
wok empty forms and unmeaning e 
uſurped, the place of genuine religion 2 
23 beten and crucky, avarite and 3 
| profived the temple of the living God. The 


| ron Ar the ſame time, 3 only to the 
3 la 


dcn imaginations, &c. bringing into contempt 


„„ AO OUR M. I 
law of reaforr ani the authority of conſeience, 
were become inconceivably ootropt. Examine 
cheir ſentiments of the Almighty; and every 
trate of reaſbn ſeeins to have hien utterly ab- 
_forbed/in enthuſiaſm and faprſtition, Geece 
an Rome beheld their gods df gold, ef bras, 
of bod, and ſtone 3; and ſtupidly adored them. 

Lock into their temples, and behold in them 
ſcenes of pollution and unbounded lol uf 
truelty and inbmmnanity. Fanch had called 
into being a thouſand imaginaty exiſtencies, 
and eredulous ſuperſtition erected churches for 
their worſhip. The hills and the vallies'ſwars 
med with little divinities 3 and every iſtand 
ind every river claimed its tutelar god. Thus 
vere teaſonable beings d diſgraced by idolatry. 
They proudly refuſed allegiance to Heavens 
eralting themſelves boch againſt the knowledge 


then, we eaſily gather, what the apoſtle would 
have us underſtand by his expreſſion, © Catia 


thoſe inſtitutions both of Jeus and Gentiles ; 
which took their birth from a — fancy, | 
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ER aud were therefore inconſiſtent with ee 
bu esſon and virtue ; and in their ſtead, to 
£27 eſtabliſh the xeligion of Chriſt; which gives us 
" the maſt; exelerd-and. moſt wahr ſcarimencs 
8 wauk! have.us) Erine-afierivittub-end-holineds 


ier to becapable of chat refined and du- 
#4 rable happineſs, that real enjoyment; whichche 
= Prepares for every righteou being. Conſeſi, 


wurthy the eſteem and! chrarſul obedience: of 


I Mate, and ſuperſtition fen 


alone give real worth and dignit 0 13 
But I chink, in che proſecution of my ſub- 


Jes, I may be allowed to apply che words of 


the text to preſent times, and iuſiſt that it ig 
the duty of every Chriſtian o caf down imagi- 
nan, and every bigh thing. that exalteth itſelf 
al the knowledge of God, and bring into cap- 


—- every unit, zo the obedience "of Giri. 


then; that ther goſpel is worthy of God and 


„eee 4 
truth, wich generous and human diſpoſitions, 
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the Chriſtian Church entertain notions highty 
inchiſiſtenrt with their proſeffbn, and even 


their. characters as reaſonable beings: büt 1 


blame no one for difftring tn me in pu- 


table points, 'or in ſpeculative religi on: eich 


individoal has 4 tiative” right of] jos "for 


himſelf 3 his own” happineſs" is at "ſtake; "his 
oon be e mind; and kis own falvation, 


5 eobtroul the conſcience of another. But this 


L V, that at all times, reaſon, and the reli. 


ſtill to fix our principles, as well as direct our 
conduct; z elſe fancy muſt become predominanr, 
imagination dictate the articles of our faith ; 1 
and the conſequence will be, that folly and in- 


Imagination ought by no means to enter 
into religion; ir is cool; unbiaſſed reaſon ought 
to guide dur enquiries afrer truth. Reaſon, 
uninfluenced by the authority or opinion of 
others, vvght ever to be our monitor. : 
RIGS 3 Fancy 


conſiſtency” will viſibly appear in all our Wo 
ments and actions. l n e ö 


\ 


gion which we acknowledge to be divine, ought 75 


1 


2A = A M 0 2 W 
ny may give to deformity, a kind1 of 
} — __ colouring, over vice; 
aud de moſt, horrid actions are often rendered 
in wenn eren. * rn Wala. 119 3 


_ How ofien. 'haye. we followed =, h . hero, or 


+3: tyrant, through, ſcenes. of horror. and 
| with dreadful complacenc * A and 
fields of induſtrious Hmplicity with blood, and 
leavs them deſolaze to the widow. and the or- 
hen have.we. not top often concurred in his 
| gina wich tbeſe annals, of blood and 
of victue, and deceives the mind, with falſe 
- appearances. „This then ſheus the neceſſity of 
— —ͤ—e ang, uninfluenced 
liable to commit the moſt fatal. errors in the 
 condutt of Ne. tor 0 this 


--mhen. we, have ſeen him deluge the peaceful 
"ey? 7 \ Thus fancy g gives to vice the diſgyiſc 
—.— duly. informed of the nature and copſe- 
by fancy and i imagination or elſe we are ever 
3 *. 
1 - poſe ie 3s necel vs Gould have ſore ſtand- 


4 os role for's our direQtion ; in this world, where 
9 paſſion for. | ever wars againſt. Virtue; where 
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| ERM ON II. ay 
temptation, in 8 variety df pleaſing: forth, 
allutes to che paths of varighteouſriels, and 
faney invites us to the vallies of deluſſon. 
nie H The d notices of natural reaſon alone ican 
never be ſufficient: to direct us ia every pait f 
our ednduct. Thoſe lights, though uſeſul and 
' uhiverſal, are liable to be obſoured by the blaxe 
1 to be enſeebled by vice, or miſled. 
by error. The underſtanding may be mide 
ſubſervient to the Chriſtian, and employed in 
the defence of / what we with, rather than what 
ve ought to da. The force of truth may be 
overcome by habit ; and, like the hearhen 
ſtatusry, we may fall down before an image 
our own framing. It is eſſentially neceſſary, 
rules of action, ſome plain directions laid down 
for our conduct, which can neither be perver- 
ted by ſophiſtry, nor miſconſtrued by error. 
e Chriſt is the leading ſtar by which we dught 
to direct our courſe, and is neceſſury to guurũ 
_ we” from error and deluſton both in principle 
2 TEN a Es, 1 
'D4* ” liffen a 
en . Theodofus and Conftantia. | 


. N 
| 0 EY n "x 7 Page” £ FR " 
| = \ | "roy n EY * 1 © _ q is 3 * 4 * 4 4 - Cy » 7 * d * Lg | 
- — oo — * — AS tt "; 4 7 [AN 5 a © 4 1 y * * War, . - Y G 
* - = S IX A de a d * 2 T 9 8 * 4 D * 
3 | ed ROBES r | * * ö A 
J - * 9 + 7 . . 1 


” hes — = * 
, 1 9 #% © by = 
o 


EE © SramMownm 

ue nid of reaſon, and te the 

iceof God: how reafonabile! to ſubmit tothe 
* 8 7 

avthority of that which we 


_ calvferred an mankind; and the revelation 
ach; which-Chriftians ate favorited is :recoms 
_ avended-20- our regen by this (great circum. 
| Nance, that God, who at ſundry times, and in 
fathers: byiche-/ prophets,. bath ſpolten unto us 
'by-his Son; who-is the brighraels of his glory, 
andthe expreſs.image of his perſon; by-whom 
alſo he made he worlds. Surely ſuch an in- 
terpoſition as. is in our ſavour ought to meet | 
a malt grateful-reception, and to prevail with 
us to caſt down imaginations, and rvery thing that 
Meth ill going: the tnowledge of God and 


ihe. obediencr of Chrif. ces eee 122 
The true and only acceptable way 


of ex- 
dee vith the deſign of the goſpel, and by ſub- 
| * * 5 33 d k POO dns! mitting | | 


R Mo n * 
mitting to. Jeſus Chriſt, as our Saviour nd 
Lond; with pure hearrs, and a moſt ſtedfaſt | 
reſolution of doing his will-in all things. And 
s the records of our holy religion are put into 
our hands ; and we are taught to ſearch the 
ſeriptures, and thence to learn the will of God 
concerning us; ſo we ought: to apply the 
powers that God hath given us to that end, 

not receiviug things upon truſt and the autho- 
rity of fallible men, where we can judge for ; 
ourſelves: that our faith may not. Rand inthe 
_ wiſdom oſ man, but in the power of God I 
and it ought to be out endeavoufHt to adyanee 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt; but eſpecially to add to our 
knowledge, faith, virtue, temperance, patience, 
godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs, and charity; ſor 
if theſe things be in us, and abound, they 
make us that we ſhall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, Let us remember that the end of our 
| knowledge i is practice; and that our whole 
ſucceſs, with reſpect to the great purpoſe of I 
religion, . on ſincere obedience : — 
without 
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without this, our knowlddge, 


ther did according to his will, ſhall be beaten 
with many ftripes ; but he who knew not, and 


did things worthy of firipes, ſhall be beaten 


- 


much is 


wich few ſtripes: for unto whom 
given, of bim much ſhall be 
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advanced degrees of it, will be ſo-far from baing 
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LUKE! V1, „ 


|Mhaloerer cometh to me, and heareth my fopings,and 
- doth. them, I will ſhew you to whom he is like; he is 
ke a man building an houſe, who digged and went 
deep and laid the foundation on a rock, and when 
the flood aroſe, the ftream beat vehemently upon 
the houſe and could not ſhake it, for it was found- 
ed upon a rock: but he that heareth and doth not, 
he is like a man that without a foundation built 
an houſe on the ground, againſt which the ſtream 
beat vehemently and immediately it fell, and tho 
Ruin of chat houſe was great. 


OW EVER different our ſentiments, with 

regard to the ſpecluative and undecided 
points 1 in divinity, all muſt acknowledge that 
religion is founded 1 in reaſon ; that the goſpel 
muſt 


*. 


3 


the affirmative, before it is admitted by any 


* 
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muſt be agreeable to the conſtitutions of the 
_ divine government, and the laws of truth and na 


6 „ 


— 
and in conſequence, that its doctrines and pre- 
cepts are reaſonable and true. And the ſanQtions 
that bind this law, are in'themſelves wife and 
fit to be executed. From ſuch a perſuaſion 


alone, we can conclude this amiable inſtitution 


to be divine. Having ſuch a view, and ſuch 
perſuaſion of the religion of Jeſus, the cavils of 
infidelity, the ſcoffs of profaneneſs, or the ſword 


: of perſecution. can never deſtroy, our belief. 


And from a ' cloſe examination of the human 


52 wind, we may be aſſuredly convinced that no 
other than ſuch an enlarged view of Chriſti- 


anity can prove a laſting principle of faith. 

That the Chriſtian religion is agteeable to 
the dictates of unperverted, reaſon ; that it re- 
cominends itſelf to the mind before it is cor- 


rupted by vice, or depraved by folly, is a pro- 


poſition that muſt be abſolutely determined in 


thinking man. That it is agreeable to our 
ideas of. divine. wien, juſtice, enen and 
13 % "i truth : 


FS: SE RO N av.  & 
truth : that the vue of liſe it propoſes, is 
agreeable to h reaſonable and ſociab being 
- niuſb;alfo be determined: in its ſayour z beſote 
a mam of ſenſe; or a perſon that is careful of the 
propriety of his ſeptiments, can regard it as 
a divine and beavenly religion. I mention 

this, nt: to wraken and relax, but to confirm 


und eſtabliſh, out faith, hy making it the 


offspring of rational petſuaſion and manly con- 
viction ; that truth: may not witneſs fer us, 
that we have the zcal of God, but not ac- 
cording to knowledge: being ignorant of God's 
righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh our | 
own.. righteouſneſs ; not (knowing nor) ſub- 
mitting ourſelves to the n of- God.” 
Rom. x. aa Yor 1 by Set oy avis nd 4 
Whence flow enthuſjaſi ney her viſionary 
attendants? whence ſuperſtition, with all her 
ſolemn trifles and religious buffooneries? whence 
bigotry, with all its unſociable effects, un- 
charitableneſs, flander, racks, and tortures ? 
whence alſo. that fanaticiſm, which has diſ- 
graced alike, religion and human nature? but 
' from A lazy, implicit faith : in the articles and 
; cteeds 


8 E 2 N IV. 


n 8 | | 
cxceds-.of fallible' menz from aipartidl view.of 
the ſcheme: of divine truth... Hence -ll--thoſe 


withal, not ſufficiently i ingen vou to examine 
F _ ge original records mh Eng wann : 
| | and deſpiſe it. 8 tl Is 97 % nd 2: 
I have already KAT Eos a kee, 55. 
and many enquiry, "Fettled inco a firm and 
rational perfuaſion, can alone be a permanent 
foundation or laſling principle of faith: with- 
out this foundation what is our faith, but a 
baſeleſs fabrick, a mere viſionary building to 
de overturned by the firſt change in the popu- 
lar belief. What i is s ſuch a faith againſt the 
ſtrength 


bene chat diſgrate/religion, y concutt- ie 
q ing theſpirics, or ſouriag xhe tempers of man- ef 
F kiad, or by rendering it the tab of n perty, U 
| and'profikuring « heavenly feligib tothe pur - l 
f paßte vf «political eraſe; While ſuch a ſpirit re- 1 
4 mains is the Chriſtian church, ſuperſtition eun- 1 
. not fail to gain ground, and infidelity will in- 
G creafe/in-proportion;; For theſe of a Mo Hiberal 5 
turn of mind, -peretiving che unreaſonableheſs 

| and folly of the popular and current religion, and 


Dre „ ot Cn, — Cx 
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frreigh of oppoſite? arguments, or the ſorce 
of ridicntt ; cx: tnerbod f rraſoning at preſent 
in high uſe. (en rm; theſe 'carproduterno” 
effect upon him whoſeoreliyion is the reſult of 
tonvidiowund'thdive; füpported by an hoteft- 
kurt nnjltice/fiacers/love of truth. Bot a Te 
Hoh nene Ste of uur, a traditonary 
feng af ener Hen, that which "is 
ganillyttiaiten! 17 egrüntedd fur it is the 
tiges bf e molchud eiu few- arguments 
the loſt enn of patſiond a hugh d A ſucer from 
me cru, the oapride of u father, 4 wile; or 
a friend; can cafily.(as we often perceive e)over- | 
turn the unermented ſtructure, and the whole | 
dem erkenn may vaniſh at once. The cauſe 
of this, ve learn from the words of the text; 
he boilt his houſe without a foundation,” 

| and the materials were put together without 
thought or concern. Perhaps they thought 
It proper to make ſome profeſſion, in order to 
be like the reſt of the world — but (to purſue 
the ſimile) it is evident they were extremely 
indifferent as to the event. The ſtructure was 
without doubt gayly ornamented, but it was 


M On i, _ 
— Ne emp ar ape. 
—— At Be. | 
dauſt it ind no foundation,» 1-1; notju N. 
he building chen: id our fait z reaſon, and 
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conſciente the:rock upon which the: ſyperſiruc- 


ture f religion ought to be founded. The 
ſtreama, which we all muſt expert ta heat agaiuſt 

the hauſe are different, as the relatians, circum- 
Ranges, or. conſtituripns.of: men -may vary. In 
dne mam pride mays blog out the faint lines 
o teligion in the heart; in another, ambition 


may ſwallow up all his concerns -anather, in 
purſuic-of glory, may plunge into the ſcenes 
of mar, and .amidft the horrors of. bloodſhed, 


forget the more tender calls of religion and 
— Humanity; while another can ſpare; no time 


from. the hurry of getting rich to make any 
profeſſion. Another may forfeir his integrity, 


dy ſofcneſs of nature, or criminal indifference. 
8 In ſhort, the allegorical ſcheme in the text, is 
| no other than the different paſſions which dwell 


io different boſoms; the different objects 


which FE; different fenſes; ; or thoſe ee 


SIS 


2 tions, 


* 


c 
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tions, which, though alen, all muſt en 


t B 
15 Wan, ehe oa heat ever 0 vekementy, lex 


vain z the AruGure will moek is 10 becauſe 
it ĩs founded on a rock ; it may ſhake, and per- 
cement. Thus the wiſe and good man is a crea- 


by temptations, but he recovers again. 
But the houſe built upon the ground with- 
out a foundation, what proſpect is there, that 
It ean eſcape the fury of the ſterm: 

N In the ſame manner when one makes 1 Pei 
profeſſion of religion, no accident; or any diſ- 
agreeable circumſtance, troubling his repoſe, 
he may go on without ,intettuption. But ſup- 


poſe him ayaricious, and intereſt requites him 
to make a ſhipwreek of the faith: ſuppoſe. him | 


ambitious, that his religion ſtands; in his way 
to conqueſt and glory; or ſuppoſe him advet 


of gaity; and the religion he happens to pre- 


feſs be inconſiſtent with the character of the 
man of the world: — Suppoſing any of theſe to 


Vor. I. E hap 


ture imperſect and weak, he may be ſtaggered 


3 


. : & 
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n ee Sandes 


rock; to a man, whoſe religion is the effet 


of chance, who was'nurſed up in it as the belief 
of his father, without giving himſelf any trouble 
to examine its reaſonableneſs and divinity 
wat would be the conſequence ?-an-immediate 
apoſtacy, without ſeruple or compunction of 
heart: Exactly in the ſame manner would he 
A, who has an enlarged, rational, and com- 
prehenſive knowledge of religion, and whoſe 
profeſſion is the effect of choice; but, at the 
" Wine time, wants that i integrity of heart, which 
is neceſſary to render his faith effectual and 


** : — with this difference, the firſt muſt 


feel a little uncaſineſs, or a tranſient ſhame for 
quittitig his profeſſion ; the latter, if he carries 
aby remaining ſeeds of virtue in his boſom, | 
ee remorſe. 1 

Be it as it may, a wiſe man vill erect the 5 
"Radu: © the foundation of truth and 
reaſon, and a good man will not be aſhamed 
OY png, and exhibit chem Shs 
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i we examine, attentively, into the citcum- 
ſtances of the goſpel, while under the immedi- 
ate patronage” of its blefſed author; the ſenti- 


ments of mankind, with regard to this new 


inſtitution, and the conſequence of embracing = 
it; we ſhall perceive in the ſtrongeſt light, che 
truth, elegance, and force of our Saviour's | 
ſimile in the text. | 

[National or eſtabliſhed religions 1 believe, 
as ad ĩ˙¹ A aa be, 


eld with all the trappings of external ſhew z 


and in general have had more of external ap- 
pearance and pomp, than of real worth and 
intrinſic moral excellence. Eaſtern nations 


| have been always remarkable for idle pagean= 


tries, and uſeleſs magnificence ; it was natural 
for them to carry their prevailing ſoibles into 


| religion, and decorate it with all the gaudy 


ornaments of ſuperſtition, | They did ſo, and 
none more than the Jews ; the temple of 


Jeruſalem exhibited a magaificence unparal- 


jelled in the annals of any nation. But what 
was the conſequence? pure and. undefiled re- 


vgion, . manly and rational devotion, evapor- 
E 2 * 


vs SER M O NAW. 
aed-into empty: fortns,. rrifling atcemonies; nd 
aeted grimace. The bears of penitanct᷑, 
humble contrition, and . unſeigned ſorrem fur 
Ga, were changed ſor a mate colmmedieus 
method of burnt offetings and ſacrifices; find 
inſtabce of uillainy increaſed, the phylacteries 
of the prieſts, and the ſacriſices of the. ric 
creaſed: religion was a oontiderable looſer by 
the change; white mea werked thegiſtlves 
imo a belief that their ſacriſices were ſufficient 
cemthutations for their breaches of the moral 
: religion” received eviifiderable detbra- 
tions, but 'irs moſt ſacred laws were violated 
Vith impunfty. In ſock 1 Rate of things, whit 
chance had the religion of fefus | to eſtabliſh 
fiel {6 near the temple, Where vice and im- 
ty received the ſanction of outward holineſs, 
religion dweſted of all outward pomp, pro- 
pofing tio giy trifles to ſooth and delight the 
. vitiated taſte of the people; 4 teligion, whoſe 
_- patrons were in low circumſtances ; a teligion, 
chat with the moſt awful ſanctions inſiſted upon 


4 r in the conduct, a purity 
4 | of 


S E R MON W. 2 83 
aß heart, honeſty of intentions, piety and obe- 
diene to Gd, nnd the moſt unlimited good 
vill to mabkind a was nat likely to hate many 
votaries. Our Saviour gives a moſt ſtriking view: 
ol dhe indiſpoſition of the Jewiſn peaple to he 
reception of the goſpel, under the parable, or 
allegory, of a man making a great ſupper, who 
bade many: And ſent out his ſervant at ſup- 
ger tinte, to ſay to them / that. were bidden, 
come, for all things are now ready: and they 
all, with ane conſent, began to make excuſes. 
The firſt id untd him; I have bought a piece 
af ground, and I muſt go and ſee it, I pray 
baught five. yoke of oxen, and I muſt go and 
prova them, I pray thee have me excuſed. And 
another faid, I have married a wife, and there- 
ſdre I cannot coe. Luke xiv. 17, 20. 
In thoſe days, it was a proof of the moſt 
ipgehuous miad ; of a heart, influenced by the 
love of truth, unbiaſſed by pride and ſelfiſn- 
neſs; of a fortitude ſuperior to ridicule, abuſe, 
or perſecution : in ſbort, ic was an act of vir- 


aan | E 3 primi- 


tus to believe the goſpel. But how was this 


eee e! ya fteady petſe 
 verance in the truth ? Chriſtianity was diſcoun- 
tenanced and perſecuted by thoſe in power; 
ſolemaly- condemned by the crafty prieſts. 
The ſophiſts deſpiſed this inſtitution of ſu- 
preme wiſdom as fooliſhneſs. The men of wit 
_ . diſcouraged it. In ſhort all forts of men put 

their heads and hands together to cruſh at once 
the religion of Jeſus of Nazareth. It was, 
therefore, neceſſary ſor a man, who embraced 
Chriſtianity, to come prepared for every ſort of 
treatment. - And how could this be done ? 
riches and honour, the pride of life, the ſweets 
of eaſe and luxury, the inducements of com- 
pany, the remonſtrances of a parent, a wife, or 
a friend, were powerful motives to go on 23 
they began, and continue in the religion of 
the multitude ;, or afrer they. had embraced 
Chriſtanity to reaqunce. it, and devote them» 
ſelves once more to the ceremonies of the Jew, 
or idolatry of the heathen, This in fat was 
often the caſe, inſomuch, that our Saviour 
aſked his diſciples: 4 Will ye alſo go and leave 
me. But Peter anſwered like an honeſt worthy 


& 
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mam and a lover of truth; © whither ſhall we 
go? with thee are the words of eternal life.” 
Hence then the neceſſity that our faith ſhould: 
be well grounded, that our religion ſhould be 
founded on à rock : Upon a full conviction of 
its truth, reaſonableneſs, and importance. With 
juſtice, then might our Saviour ſay; © wWho-- 
ſoever cometh to me, and heareth my ſayings 
and doth them; that is, continues under the in- 
fluence” of the goſpel, I will ſhew to whom 
he is like; he is like a man building a houſe, 
who digged, and went deep, and laid the foun - 
dation upon the rock; and when the flood 
aroſe, the ſtream beat vehemently upon the 

houſe and could not ſhake it, for it was founded 
upon à rock. But he that heareth and doth 
not, is like a'man that without a foundation 
built a houſe upon the ground; or, as St. 
Matthew has it, built it upon the ſand ; againſt 

which- the ſtream beat vehemently, and im- 
Wege, it _ and thi. ruin 0 that houſe 
Tbe bol then is our he Reaſon Jad i in- 


| tegrity the rock upon which the ſuperſtructute 
zm E 4 or 


„ nu n . 

ought to be ſaunded. No ſdorma can then - 
_ Gvertuta the buildipg ; ſaſe in the conſciauſ, 
of our faith, aud an honeſt regard to our 
duty. Dut iſ we build upon the ſand ; if incre- 
dulity, ſuperſtition, or fanaticiſm. are the anly 
foundations of our faith and principles za 
— thouſand accidents may then demaliſh the ay 
 firucture. And let is alſa be abſervell, that 
wo build our hopes of ſalvation upon any 
other foundation than that of the goſpel; If 
we qui the rules laid dawn by: Jeſus Cheiſt, 
and ſtrice out others more conſotmable to 
depraved reaſon, or a cotruptod heart; our 
fair” ftructure is a mere deluſion, or at baſh 
4 caſtle” built upon the fand which, upon the 
firſt” afaulc will fall upon our heads; and at 
onee deſtroy our ii founded hopes and fn. 
taſtic expectstions, If for inſtance, we-believe 
that an external profeflion' is ſufficient to ren 
dier heaven propitious ; or 4 rectitude of opis: 
nion, a violent zeal for a particular do&riney 
or mode of religion ; on a ſtrength of faith; fe- 


FONG: "OY Jute mercy, and 
truth; 


S E R M. 0 N Iv. 27 
truth; our hopes of heaven and immortality 
will, in the end, prove as ill- founded as a 
houſe built upon the ſand. It is neceſſary then, 
not only to hear and believe, but to obey the 
voice of Chriſt. This is the only foundation; for 
Chriſtiaus to build their Hopes of @ happy fu- 
turity, upon any other foundation, is treacher- 
ous, and will one Mon diſappoint their moſt ſan- 
ovine hopes. | 'F: 
Let us then examine — and build up 
our faith upon reaſon : and may it prove the 
ſource of an amiable and virtunus conduct here, 
and of a bleſſed eternity hereafter. Amen. | 
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, leaving the principles of Us e of 

-_ Chriſt, let us go on unto perfection, not laying 
ein the foundation of repentance from dead 
works, and of faith towards God. | 


3 the preceding chapter the Apoſtle diſ- 
A tinguiſhes between the prieſts inſtituted or 
otdained by the law, and the High- prieſt of 
Our profeſſion, even Chriſt Jeſus the righteous. 
Fer every high prieft taken from among men 
is ordained for men in things pertaining to God, 


that be may offer both gifts and ſacrifices for fins : 


—— 


8 ERM ON V. S& 
who can have compaſſion on the ignorant, and on 
them that are out of the wi, for that be bimſelf 
is compaſſed with infirmity. Thus, while he felt 
the weakneſs and infirmities of human nature, 
he might be touched with the meltings of com- 
paſſion for choſe who through i ignorance, delibe- 
rate tranſgreſſion, or wilful depravity, laid them- 
ſelves open to the puniſhment of the law. In 
the ſame manner the Captain of our ſalration 
was touched with our infirmities, though with- 
out fin,, He knew how frail our nature was, 
how eaſy to be deceived, how apt to be caughe 
by appearances, and how often inſenſible of 
our real intereſt and happineſs... A generous + 
pity, a divine compaſſion, and ſympathiſing 
benevolence inſpired his tender boſom when he 
ſaw mankind as ſheep without a ſhepherd. With 
the moſt amiable tenderneſs, and more than the 
feelings of humanity, did he weep over a 
faithleſs and cruel people. What kindneſs is 
expreſſed when he expoſtulates with Jeruſalem, 
«KO Jeruſalem ! that killeſt the prophers; and 
ſtoneſt them that are ſent unto thee, how often. 
vould I have gathered thy children together, 
even 


66 % A % N Vz 


np ade gtereth.bgs chicken wader bes 
wing and. ye would not. Nor 

Inde gert place he goes on to W. thax 
no one taketh the honqur of: che prigſihogd ta 5 
himſelf bur he that is called of God, as was 


Aaron. In the ſame wanner the Chriſtian . 
high prieſt bears the aſton, of « divine com- 
miſſion. 


$4 "#44 22 


1 


4 80 allo Chriſt . not © bimſelf * bs 
made an high prieſt; but he that ſaid unto bim, | 
Thou art my ſon; to day have 1 begotten thee.” 
But the prieſts under the law. yere mortal. 
It was neceſſary, in order to fill up the waſtes 
of death, that there ſhould be 2 conſtant rota- 
tion, that freſh prieſts ſhould be inſtituted, to 
fill up the places of thaſe who had paid the 
general. deht of Humanity. But Chriſt is A 
prieft for « ever, after the order of Melchiſedec. 
And here 3 it may not be amiſs to explain the 
meaning | of the expreſſion, A rief after the 
order of Melgbiſede. The wricer of this epiſtle 
helps us & to the meaning i in chap. vii, 2. © firſt, 
Being, Wa Melchiſedec) by interpretation, 
Kite 6 0 f Righteouſneſs ; and alter that, Alſo 
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King” of Salem, which is Kiog of Pee“ Our 
Savibür, therefbre; with the greateſt ptopriety, 
wiight de called a Piieſt after the order of Mel. 
chiſetzet, as he came to fulfil and eſtablim aft 
rightevitſhels, to gziye immaculate precepts bf 
true religion, to etiforce the great duties of 
morality, to ronfitmi the truth, and to nianifeſt 
his Frcericy by giving mankind che moſt iHuf- 


trios example of virtue; ſhewing mu Every 
part of his amiable conduct the tnoſt invidable 
attachment to juſtice und integrity; to truth 
and pufity, and every branch of utiverſul 
rigliteduſneſs. For though he were à ſon, 
yet learned he obedience by the things which 
. tis ſuffered; and being made perfect, he he- 
carrte the author of eternal ſalvation unto all 
them that obey him.” He was, in the ſecond 

place, a King of Peace. Iſaiah, by the ſpirit 
of "inſpiration, had, ages before, ſtiled him, 
c The Prince of Peace; and at his introduc- 
tion to humanity, a company of heavenly inha« 
bitants became the heralds of this Prince of 


Peace, giving, in their angelic hyniti, a Tketch 
of his future character, and the benefits aceruing 
0 to 
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ide word by his reign. ' Glory be to God 
 Inithehigheſt, and on earth peace, good will 

e- The ſpiric of bis religion breathes 
the lame: ious, kind, and peaceful diſ- 
-polition.... When be he was reviled, he reviled 
not again 3; when perſecuted, he perſecuted not 
in but wich the moſt exalted ſtretch of 
| goodneſs. and philanthropy he prayed for his 
Enemies. This is the .charater of our great 
High Prieſt; of whom we have many things 
20 ſay, and hard to be underſtood or uttered, 
ſince ye are dull of hearing ; for when for the 
time ye ought to be teachers, ye have dar 
that one teach you again which be the firſt 
principles of the oracles of God; and are be- 
come ſuch as have need of milk and not of 
Krong ment.“ Thus the writer of this epiſtle 
complains, of the carelefineſs, indifference, and 
_ lethargic diſpoſitions of the Hebrew Chriſtians. 
They ſhewed not ſufficient love to the truth, 
no tie after knowledge, and the important 
nud difficult ſcience of the goſpel ; and on this 

account he admoniſnes them in the words of 
the tent, co t learn the principles of the doctrine 
ee ; | of 


—— 
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8 E RM ON V. WO ©: 
of Chrift, not laying again the foundation of 
| repentance and of faich towards God.“ Oy 72 
Having been taught the principles and 
rudiments of Chriſtianity, let us go on in ſearch 
of truth, to examine with candour into the 
more important and difficult doctrines of reli- 
gion; let us go on unto perfection, not again to 
examine the evidences of religion, of which 
already we have been fally convinced; nor be 


daily obliged, by a courſe! of diſobedienoe 


| CON Common Fen Dn Os, 
and of faith towards God. 9 5 

- And in our age, et 25 
"rages as; s bad and cold indifference 
and diſſipation on the other, enervate the 
powers of rraſon, weaken the ties of religion, 
and prevent manly and virtuous enquiries 
after ſound knowledge ; can it be thought un- 


ſentiment contained in the text? pot) 
In all ages, menkind bare. bens es apt'ts 
. reſt ſatisfied with thoſe diſcoveries of truth, 


W which have been inſtilled into 
chem 


A 


neceſſary or/ ſuperfluous to enforce the * 7 


however ſmall, that have been made by ther 
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or youth; or with thoſe which' may be eaſily 


ine, . Much ſtadys ſaich the royal 


preschat, is a-wedringſa.to the fleſnm Free, 
candid, and manly diſquiſitions into the nature 
of things, and the important myſteries of truth 
Dane than uſeful. Some, indeed, -whoſe lot it 
is to earn their bread by the efforts of induſtry, 
tions o liſo to purſue the footſteps df truth 
and knowledge; while others, to favour a 
habit df vicious indolenoe, pretend to be un- 
equal/to/the tuſk: but when Heaven has inſtil- 
ue ioto our boſoins the principles of intelli- 
gener; when the ſume kind Being has favoured 
us with Revelation, it is, by the aſſiſtanct of 
the Divine Spirit, in our power 4 and conſe- 
quently it ĩs our duty to make ull poſſible and 
proportionable 5-37 48 eee 
and-in goodneſs. W104 ue 

. Shall we, who are Chiifians nd Hanan | 
_ dwell ebntented in the -glovm' of ignorance; of 
| n follow <che-coſigns of doperfltiou? of 
85 . rather, 


daher, 3 iberty with which Chr 


5 made us, free, 1 ip ee the . | and | 
+ Forming our priociples of faith fr from the obſ, Ss 47; 
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"vations of impartial, reaſon, and the 1186 ib 
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5 ſtandard and all-ſufficient rules of the, goſpe 


e * 


Chriſt. Shall we regard Calvio, Luther, o | 


a. 'S 2: 


Arminivs as the, fachers of Gur aich ? or mult 873 
= - ve believe with the multitude, and d RM tf =: 
articles of our creed from. the able 
ſyſtem? or rather; ſnould we not "contyle 
St. Paul, and from him, as from an inlpi bo 
5 red author, collect our articles of belief, 3; | 
well as rules ol cohduct? Fe rom the moſt 12 

ect and judicious of magkind, unalſiſted by 

; Inſpiration, we can gather, at beſt, but'a dy- 

-  biows information but what we learn from 

.the” goſpet is ſieady, certain, and «infallible 

truth; truth not merely ſpeculative, but prac- 

Stiel and uſeſul; as our future happineſs and 

4 yy" * Nen mne * 464 
it. 3 | 71 10 

4; Hence, td infer, as it is «a 
and intereſt of the followers of Chriſt to endea · 
vour at a conſtant iw prortmem in Knowledge, 

Au Nr. IJ. OW | — a 


„ „ „% O * v. 
. al the virtues and graces of Chriftiabity ; 


t 

to follow their great Leader, not at an awful 0 

diſtance, o as to be ſcarcely able to obſerve his i 

footſteps, or to perceive the amiableneſs of his 
| example, his religion, or its ſeveral obligations, | 


| but to attend cloſely, to inſpect narrowly the 
TO truth. and divinity of bis doctrines, and the 
”  realona leneſs. and propriety of all the com- 
> mandments and inſtitutions of the goſpel. 
There is a Pleaſure attending the inveſtigation 
of all truth, even though it be purely ſpecu- 
lative ; 5 but the truths of Chriſtianity are, too 
0 nearly connefted with gur bappineſs and ſalva- 
WY Ip to. be merely ſpeculative ; ; they are practi- 
>. uſeful, and important truths. Having, 
* the principles of the doctrine of 
"Chriſt ; having the firſt rudiments of Chriſ- 
" Lianity 3 by the profeſſion of which they were 
WE "Initiated into the ber a the family and 
| cleft of God, the Gentile world were admit- 
tedi into the; kingdom of Chriſt, were taught 
3 the great principles of natural religion, the be- 
8 ing and unity of God; and they were to worſhip 


* * 9 n "CY 
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Jews, as they believed the unity of God, 
and the truth and divinity of ancient pro- 


Meſſiah, the promiſed Deliverer of Iſrael; and, 
in ſhort, that the old diſpenſation was no-. 


then, it appears, that multitudes of the primi- 
tive diſciples might, in general, acknowledge 


- they knew very little of the ſpirit and deſign 
of this holy inſtitution. And, indeed, the 


S. E R M 0 * . | 67 
him as ſole; ſupreme author and governor- f 
the univerſe. Upon their profeffing their faitl 
in God, they were fully inſtructed in the 
principles and rudiments of revealed religion; 
ſuch as to confeſs that Ja ans WE 
God; that he Was a divine teacher, ſent from 
God; that his words were the words of truth. 
They were alſo taught the teaſon and propriet 
of being initiated into the Chriſtian church, 
and of the laying on of hands. But to the 


7 


phecies, it was only neceſſary at firſt to proye 
to them, that ;Jeſus was the long · expected 1 


ſuperſeded by a more perfect and everlaſting 
one, founded upon better promiſes. Thuz, 


themſelves Chriſtians, when, at the ſame time, 


F 2 apoſtles 
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apoſtles themſelves, before the deſcent of the 
y bot, ſcen to have unworthy. and grofs 
ideas of it. Neither they nor the other diſti- 
ples could immediately emerge from the dark- 
neſs of ighorance and ſuperſtition; into the 
marvellous! light, and a/ comprehenfive know 
ledge of the Chriſtian religion. Hence, then, 
the propriety of their making” farther enqui- 
ries uſter the truth; of examiniug deeper into 
the ſcheme of cheir redemption; of their at- 
tewpting after high degrees of perfection, in 
the khoedge of the truth as it is in Jeſus! 
The advice! contained in the text is highly 
apphendie to ds, and to all Chriſtians; ſor 
wd can be ſaid to have a ſufficient knowledge 
of truth? Oan we be too wiſe; or or too go? 
Ifenot, ve ate 10 endeavour at every attain 
abie perfection in wiſdom and goodneſs, The 
reward will finally be more than proportioned 
ro'our mot ardent tbil. A happineſi in this 
world: will flew from a Juſt and comprehen- 
ite view of things; from a juſt and rational 
belt of the religion we profeſe, and of the 
3 rule 


* 


* 
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moral conduct; and in the world to 
“ They that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the 


4 


” 1 * — - " 1 


for ever and ever. 
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I. T HESSALONIANS, v. 27. 
© Prove all things, hold faſt that which is good. 


HE Apoſtle, as a faithful miniſter of the 
goſpel of Chriſt, among a great number 
of admonitions; the proper obſervance of 
which conſtitutes the character of a truly re- 
ligious and good man; gives us a noble idea 
of the truth and excellency of his perſuaſion, 
and the open undiſguiſed ſincerity of his own 
heart; in this remarkable paſſage, which I 
have 


— 


. 8 E R M ON W. "ow 2 
pape choſen for my preſent text ; Prove. all 4 
things, and hold faſt that which, is good.” : 
ee reaſonableneſs and uſe, of this preceps 
| * 5 ſtrongly appear, if we apply it either to 
the unſcriptural poſitions, that cunning and in- 
ſinuating men began thus early to ſpread ; or, RES 
as it is the natural right of all men to prove 5 
and examine every object of belief, and to ſuſ⸗ 
n pend their judgment, till they find it either 
. abſurd, and to bed rejected, or reaſonable and 
8 their moſt ardent purſuit. Here Chriſ- 
tianity i is held out to the niceſt and moſt _ ori- 
_ rical ſcrutiny. Its doctrines and precepts are 
laid open to every honeſt and fair enquirer. 
And the apoſtles very frequently commended 
_ thoſe who. did not implicitly believe; thoſe 
1 who did not acquieſce in_the bare words of 
men; but proved and examined things tho- 
EN roughly. And hence. the. Bereans were filed | 
noble, for they: ſearched the ſcriptures to ſee 
| whether thoſe things were ſo; and in my opi-- 
nion, it is a moſt noble diſpoſition, and deſerves 
do be applauded wherever it is found. Per- 
ſons endued with it, will not be found waver- 
0g 


; 25 


Fl Q 
N 8 2 
v MA _ 4 _ 
a oy 


en Gs N M 
WE: es US is yr mop rere liable % 
1 be overtörned by every breath 'of wind. Their 
2 8 5 Fe cn! is the effect of wk r the 
Iles of theit Faith fupporied by treaſon and 
| -n 0 ſenſe. While tho of a contrary tem- 
8 Je, ith mbibe Alk th. 
- "2nd antiqui 18 then, as it were, hood- 
Wire ws gh an the glöcmy bells of ig- 


ance ban Wperttttod; dhe kchglon of their 


* Ic 4 E e 

e s Hh rent anda of righteouſiets ; 
yy #4 7 

85 | of ot ; of ' more volatile conſtitution, 


hy _ 7% ar every fa fa ſhionable hoyelty. 


ety new thoug ht ſeems to i carry a demon- | 


| Aration ation with it; ae without 'eximinitig, they 
mitantly y embrace” it, as | the Heer criterion of 


4042 -; ad YH 


5 eryth. . the "acceſs" that has attended 
eme kü minensfies. Hence the reaſon 


 4Qthar the e been able to. lead ſuch a num- 
ah of of . reaſonable. "beings, through 


Al. the mazes of folly, © Extravaganey, and wild 
engl koGaſm ; 3 "their. honeſt, "but weak and de- 


dy 
25 Iivered to them by their teachers; allow- 
n 2 

ing ; themſelves | no time to Eon ider the ten- 


dency 


be pes amt eftors : Cuſtom 


2 ey followers, ſwallowed "batfily whatever 
c 
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deney of their tenets . They have diſcurdet! 


Fein, the glory and ornament of buman . 
natute; and ſet up for » guide che vobe of 
-the' ſpirit, or more 


properly ſpeaking: the no- 
tions of their enflamed andi unroly: paſſions. 


. And thus they become open to receive the | 
moſt monſtrous abſurdities, and don, m ν,j,) 


embrace "ſuch dodvines! as are diametritallyß 


 hoppofire*to the light of natore, and the cleur, 


fevealed word of God. Theſe things ſhow the 


decelity of obeying the precept contained in 
the text, of proving all _—_ and? Ong Br 


faſt chat which is good. 10" Lge 

- The'realbn of this will puppen Ae 
reflect how mankind are brought upon this 
ſtage of exiſtence. That ĩt is in fuch eircum - 


"ances as render them for ſotne 'rimeincapa- 


ble of any knowledge. But as they grow up, 
'-reaſbn begins to dawn, they gradually com · 
bine the powers of thought, and gain freſh 
ideas by inſtruction and reflection. But their 


tender minds are ſuſceptible of almoſt any im- 
d pfeſſions. Children, like render oſiers, take che 


bow. ' What is inſtilled into them in their in- 
fancy, 


non” A Mt o * . 


every thing E can obſerve, it ſeems probable, 
3 rapine, and mur- 
der z crimes; at the thaughts of which, our 
«hearts recoil; may, by varied precept and 
Examiple; f far pervert the deſign of nature; 

i far conſound the powers of reaſon, and de- 


1 


entirely pleaſing and agreeable to men. The 
. olfspring of the wicked tread. generally in the 


tainly owing to an original depravity of their 
natures, but wholly to the influence of 


maniſeſt, if we reflect on the tempers and diſ- 
Poſitions of our neighbours, the French, and 
other popiſn nations. There, youth are taught 
ſuch a high veneration; for their prieſts, that 
they ſoon look upon them as the oracles of 
. heaven, and are fully perſuaded of their -in- 
_fallibilicy.. They gradually imbibe the princi- 
. ples of perſecution, till at laſt they become ſo 
void of all humanity, and fo abſurd as to think 
8 5 | 9 


# — in” manhond, 1 
comes à ſettled principle of action, and. from 


Arp all the ſeeds of virtue; ias to be rendered 
ſootſteps of their parents; and this is not cer- 


bad examples. | This might be eaſily made 


* * 
8 1 
- 


it > ON to extirpate all Ds 
252 their profeſſors, out of the world.. 
PE But we need go no farther thanzaur own 
country for the proof of this truth. Here we 

may behold. youth trained - up to ſome ſet of 
principles, though not very conſonant; tagtrea- 
don z vet when they come of age, and capable 
--of; forming a right judgment, and to think for 


_ themſelves; (we generally ſee them reſt daciſ- 


31 truth, or reaſonableneſs of what they have | 
e braced. They think the fund of kno-w-- 
edge they have already attained, ſufficient to 

carry them through life while others, are 
- left, equally. indifferent to all things: When 


. the ſcale Is even, the leaſt grain put into one 


end will make that preponderate; and we ge- 


nerally ſee theſe men run after the giddy mul- 
titude, and take it for granted chat the majority 
muſt have truth on "their ſidle. 


But that man is an inſtance of the greatneſs 
of the human ſoul, who can riſe above the little 


, and mean prejudices of education; who ſeems 


to be led by cuſtom, or influenced by paſſion. 
5 8 But 
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5 able to our cireumſtances, as imperſect erea 


ae examines the ſe. 


veral docttines / of religion tliat are offered to 


his belief; lays aſide all partiality and blind 


+ paſſion, and maks reafon his ſole guide and 
inſtruction. For we muſt not part with rea- 

on; or ſtille the light of it, in order to per- 
2 the beauty of Chriſtianity. Such a me- 
thod (though warmly ibſiſted upon by ſome 
- people of authority amongſt vs) ſeems an in- 


+ Hallible way of introducing! all the foppery and 


abſurdities of popery and paganiſm, amongſt 
the clear and reaſonable doctrines of Chriſt. © 
Noching is more conſiſtent, — 


tutes 5 that that we ſhould be careful to . 


and eramine every object of belief, before we 


N * give our aſſent. To a neglect of chis, we may 


Juſtiy attribute, not only the growth of infi- 
Adelity and ſcepticifm, but in a particular manner 
the unreaſonable doctrines that have been im- 
- *Ppoſed'upon the Chriſtian world; had-mankind 
but carefully examined and compared them by 
reaſon and ſcripture, when they began to be 
2 N have been eaſily: eon- 
- 2 futed 
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futed in their infancy, and: 2 * en a. 1 
dreadful, R 
But now - antiquity has 8 27 . * 
and ſcriptural in the ſight ol ſome indolent and 
prejudiced perſons. And like the moral tra- 
ditions of the Jevs are more revered. than the 
expreſs word of God. But it is not my deſign 
to point out the abſurdity of any particular 
doctrines or opinions that are embraced by 
ſome Chriſtians for it is next to an impoſſi- 
bility that we ſhould be free from ſome miſe | 
takes; or that we ſhould; all agree in ſenti- 
ments: While there is a difference -in- the 
capacities of mankind, there will natutally re- 
main ſome difference in ſpeculations But 1 
could ſincerely wiſh and pray for that happy 
time, when people will become not ſo deeply - 
attached to any ſet of principles, as to thin 
them above being enquired into Some will 
be apt to ſay, that it is quite indifferent what 
we believe; but that opinion is grounded on 
a miſtake': for it ſuppoſes that ſentiments 
have no influence on practice which experi- 


ence daily confutes. Fer inſtance, Roman Ca- 
tholics 
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thohes ere taught to believe; that it is their 


duty to deſtroy all other ſects of religion; and 
we ſee whenever they have an opportunity they 


fairhfully act up to their; belief: beſides; the 
doctrine that good actions will be of no man- 
ner of ſetvice to us in furthering our ſalva- 


tion; has made a great many people quite 
indifferent whether they do virtuous or vi- 


cious actions. I need not enlarge on this head, . 


ſor both obſcryation and exp@ience prove, 
beyond contradiction, that all the different 
actions 5 


—_ XXrw 


owing, to different principles. * n 


1 ſhall, therefore, make only a few obſer- | 
vations, which e __ n this ſub- 


Seed mn 10 neg os es aÞr5) 
* 


A. Since As are o liable. to OUR 
aud ſo ſubject to embrace doctrines which are 


nds only falſe in the nature of things, but like- 


wiſe have a vety bad influence on the lives and 
morals of Chriſtians, it follows, that it is not 
only our duty, but as beings deſigned for im- 
mortality, our higheſt intereſt to comply with 


— 


the Precept! enforced, in the text; of proving, 


all 


..- #73 
. 7 # FF 6 
. » 6. + & 
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| likewiſe examine carefully what we have al- 
teady embraced, and look upon as the truth. 
Have I need to inform any of you? you al- 


quity, have any influence on your conduct. 
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things, and holding faſt that which is god; 
that is, we ſhould be not only very cautious 


what we admit as articles of our faith; but 


ready know, and are fully perſuaded that doc- 


trines repugnant to reaſon and ſcripture, have 


been fathered upon the holy authors; that the 


purity and ſimplicity of the goſpel have been 
_ corrupted and perverted by ignorant deſigning 


men. And that thoſe; who conſiſtent with 


| their duty and function; have endeavoured, by 


the ſtrongeft arguments to. withſtand them and 
to reſtore Chriſtianity. to its native purity, have 


been charged with hereſy and ſchiſm; but ler 


not this diſcourage any of you in your ſearches 


after truth: let it not hinder: any efforts for. 


ſupportiog the glotious cauſe of liberty: aſſert 
- your freedom as men and Chriſtians, the un- 


doubted privilege of all reaſonable creatures; 


dare to think and believe for yourſelves; let 


neither prevailing errors nor faſhionable ini- 


It 


* 


"eraſe ef eher an we ſit indolent in 
reſe when the great light of the 

4 pel bange in our land? 
Aua The conſideration, char · we ourſclves 
wy ate liable - to be miſtaken as. others, mould 


2 | Stench vs charity towards our fellow Chriſtians. 
We mould not look ypon - ourſelves as rhe 


* 3 . . 
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great criterions of truth, and run down and 
perſecute others for not thinking as we think. 
As we know that it is quite abſurd to 
ſuppoſe that creatures of different natural 
abilities, and very different education, ſhould 
exactly agree in ſentiments; when we reprove 
we ſhould do it with candour and humility ; 
and not out of blind partiality for any 
ſet of principles; but with view to the edi- 
fication of mankind: in ſhort, we ſhould al- 
ways, with St. Paul, both in principles and 
practice, mind whatſoever things are honeſt, 
* juſt, worthy, and of good report; love one 
another; and in all our conduct, aim at the 
glory of God, the intereſt of religion, and the 
good of our fellow creatures in general; that 
leading holy and pious lives, we may, in the 
midſt of a crooked and perverſe generation, 
ſhine as lights in the world, be blameleſs and 
| harmleſs, the ſons of God without rebuke. 


- = , * 8 * 
= 
: : 4 . N - 4 - . | · 1 — wi © v £ "= 4 # 
: „ 


82 11 8 x 7 
+ #4» +. 4 * * = © - # % 2 


* 5 u * r FO » * 0 1 2 
F g 4 ; # 1 = *2Y 4 9 
Ra "SERMON 
Or. 1. 
P f . | : | ö x % : 5 , Pe : . 
, ' „ 4 hb 4s. 
S b 5 „ 42 4 - : 4A <> 23 . — 
: * — = PR * 
„ - 6 
Pe 4 


Inn vw. MARK X. 16. 
a. * By al P - 1 ; - „ 4 | | 


* 


4 +4 


dos then, and bleſſe@ then 
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e -0f lia, can-influence; the deter- 
2 minations af the) Supreme Being! And if we 


I carefully examine this principle, we ſhall find 


chat it is-not like a great many articles of hu- 
1 man faith, the offspring of delufion, intereſted 
© Sew, or ſeliſ prejudices, but formed upon 
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T: is 2: ſentiment natural to the human 
tue is entitled to the favour 


of Heaven; and that real/ holineſs, or an un- 
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An be took chem uß in his arme, pat Bie ande 
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& mature, juſt, and enlarged comprehenſion of 


dom ; equally grounded in truth and nature, 
a3 in the idea of divine rectitude and goodneſs. 
If the conduct of moral agents is to be de- 
termined according to a fixed and invariable 
ſtandard ; it follows, that a being, whoſe life 
is regulated by this model, is, in juſtice, en- | 
fitled to the protection and privileges of thoſe 
laws it obeys, as well as the eſteem and friend- 
ſhip of the governor. Upon this principle, 

all the regulations of ſociety have been formed; 
upon this they depend for ſtability and force; 

and without this fundamental principle, govern- 
meut would degenerate into a ſyſtem of deſpo- 


tiſm, eee A 
ſhew. 


lea adn and juſt ſyſtems 
of government among mankind, partake, more 
or leſs, of the general traits of imperfection and 
| weakneſs, The moſt obedient and virtuous 
Citizen is not always raiſed to places of the 
higheſt eminence and truſt in the ſtate; on the 
_ contrary, he is often overlooked in the croud, 
„„ 


the ways of God, and the laws of his king- | 


1 
1 $75 Nn 

and given up to obſcurity and Want; while 
thoſe with infinitely leſs merit to recommend 


them, but favoured by lucky circumſtances, 'the 


breath of Caprice, a bold, enterprizing genius, 
are raiſed to honour, power, and wealth, The 
friends and dependents of the great, however 
| unworthy, partake of the public emoluments; 
while the wiſe and 8000 frequently have no 
other advantage from mixing in fociety, than 
_ the; bare conſideration of enjoying. the effects 
dl their own painful induſtry in r Which 
by the way is often interrupted... 

But the divine government, an it is . 
in its extent, is founded on an infigite and juſt 
eomprehenſion of things and circumſtanoes; 
regular in its executions, and unbiafſed by any 
© other” motives-than - thoſe of: rectitude in its 
- Uiftributions of rewards or puniſhments. The 
good man is in no danger of loſing the reward 
of bis virtue; and  impenitent vice in vain 
es a retreat from the ſanctions of the divine 
law. It is a juſt conſequence, then, that virtue, 


Au all its Variety 3 is the object of 
5 * 85 
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his regard 8 But . Fes time, it 
is a: falſe? concluſion, that if the virtuous is 
favoured by Heaven, bis influence is, ſuf⸗ 
ficient. to r worthleſs ohjects to the 
eſteem. and friendſhip of the great God; for, 
then he muſt ever act at random, and contrary 
to the conſtitutions of his kingdom: and he is, 
of his own. accord, infinitely propitious to the 
good and worthy, But here lies the miſtake ; 
mankind have ' repreſented: the [Deity ſoch a 
one as themſelves; they conclude, that as their 
own' friendſhips ate too apt to degenergte to 
fondneſs and partiality, he muſt act in the 
ſame manner. The interceſſion of à friend is, 
with us, generally ſufficient to determine us in 
favour of a ſtranger, "whoſe real character is 
unknown to us, and whoſe weakneſs,” caprice, 
folly; and vice, are glazed over by the partial 
band of friendſhip.: But the Deity is not-to- he 
deceived”; he ſees through the miſrepreſenta - 
tions of characters, and acts according to the 
DE of the divine conſtitution,” that 
1 truth, equity and n 
. TOON ITS, ſo. 
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90 that the interceſſion of an angel- cannot in- 
flvenice the actions of the Supreme Governor, 
or render him propitious to che world, or more 
. 
clined to be, The fervent prayer of the righ- 
I vaileth Much 7 ut insel by a perverſion 
of the laws of the kidgdom-of Henvet, bot by 
ſweetening bis own temper, and thereby draws 
ing a double portion of bleſſedneſs upon his 
own virtuous" head : but it is by ns means to 
— thin the prayers: of the good man 
e eee eee e or IN 
the aria of juſtice; van en dirs 
mr * 
dat aveompliſhment;; unrighteouſneſi is alſo 
the bleffing;-or-curſe, muſt be alſo perſonal ; 
xeither of theſe; or their effefts; can, in the 
Nabu of things; be traniaferred to another ob- 
zelt Wich chest lending principles tb direct 
un ler us Examine the beaſon arid propriety of 
our Saviour conduct, as mentioned in the 
ann! « And he wok them: up in 
Of ? IO his 
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his arms, put his hands upon them, and bleſ⸗ 
e e r 8 
This tranſaction is 1 recorded by Matthew * 
and Luke. The former obſerves, there were 
brought to him little children, that he ſhould 
put his hands upon them, and pray 3 and his 
diſeiples rebuked them; but Jeſus ſaid, Suffer 
little thildren, und forbid them not to come to me; 
for "of ſuch is "the kiugdom ef Heaven - und be 
laid bis bands on them, and departad ibente. 
It was an antient cuſtom among the Jews to 
bring their children to ſuch as were remarkable 
for the ſanctity of their lives, to receive their 
touch and bleſſing, from a fond perſuaſion that 
the touch and prayer of a good man were 
effe&uil 'to avert evils, and to influence the 
Deity in their favour. And what is recorded 
in the text was no new thing, but had Bern the 
ſprang'from wrong- principles, and e miſippre- 
herifion'df the Divine Nature. But it is to be 
obſervetl here, that errors in ſentiment ate hot, 
in dbenſelves, eriminal; for they uile fromm mne 
— Ns... 


Matt. xix. 13. 13. Luke, xvii, 2. 27+ 


. S's * u © N m | 
1 eee and the circumſtances 
1 20 which we are unavoidably ſubjected. on 
ln the \caſebefore-us;/:the..parents*. conduct 


on truly amiable, though their views and ex- 


peQations were grounded in à miſtake, It 
was amiable,” ait ſprung from a parental 
tEnderneſs and -anxiety-y which ib ſo far a Vir. 
tue, as it is cheriſhing the principles of huma- 
nity, and giving way to the voice of nature.— 
It is true, the Creator has left theſe affections 
ſtrongly impreſſed on the mind; but at the 
lame time it.is not impoſſible to wipe them off, 
and: to admit and cheriſh the paſſions of pride, 
avarice, and ill- nature, ſo as, in a great mea- 
Jure, if not wholly,” (as is ſometimes the caſe 
with, the moſt abandoned) to ſuppreſs the ſen- 
tions of parental, fondneſs, This principle 
a inderd, generally a very blind one, but yet 
indem lovely, and engaging diſpofition ; and 
it is certain, that thoſe vho are moſt influenced | 

by it, are generally the moſt virtuous and beſt: 
it can never dwell alone; it is always more or 
Jeſs accompanied. with the virtues of general 
3 or ſocial beneyolence, jſt, good- 


nature, 
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nature, generoſity, and truth; and 1 believe] © 
may venture to affirm, that the firſt ſtep to vir- 
tue in a child is to love his parents. 
Upon this principle, we muſt look witk 
candour and regard upon thoſe parents who 
brought! their children to Chriſt; — it is not 


imitate them in ſome meaſure; as thoſe firſt 


profeſſors brought their children to Chriſt ta 
receive his bleſſing, Chriſtians now ought 
to manifeſt their affection to their offspring 
by à careful attention to bring them up 
in the knowledge of the goſpel, and in the 


practice of religion. It is true, we cannot al- 


ways ſucceed in our endeavours; but parental 
love can never exhibir itſelf in a more engaging 
manner than in this important attempt. | 

Let us now proceed to examine in what 
manner the hiſtory of this tranſaction is 'preſer« 
ved by St. Luke.“ His words are theſe; — 
And they brought unto him infants, that lie 
might touch them; but when his diſciples ſaw 
it, TP Ao POET due rg = Suffer 
Sg 47 au. 65) Pie or little 
12815 * Luke, zyili. 16. 25. | 


- 
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Uttle children to come to me, and forbi 

id 
not, for of ſuch is the kingdom of heaven: — 
I'fay unto you, whoſoever ſhall not receive the 
E r en 
wile enter therein? 


| r 
hole tranſaction; as looking upon it to be 
nnn 
lifts, Ft 
2 — 10 the hiſtory of this 
fact, and, in particular, from that taken notice 
ef by the three Goſpels, that the diſciples re- 
buked the parents for this mark of their affec- 
tion; there is no reaſon to doubt, but that 
1 —— were chil- 
pri incapable of receiving any benefit from 
* 18 S Teacher; — 
1 their 
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their rational and intellectual powers were not 


a yet tipe for the reception of the truth. 
What advantage, then, could they reap from 


eonduct of the Deity towards them could only 
be detefthined by their future behaviour: 
_ their cohverſation, when they artained-to rea- 
on and moral agency, wus 46 inſure the fa- 
Pour, or incur the diſpleaſure of Heaven. 


reaſon of our Saviour's conduct in this affair, 


i Of. Prejudice, when onee it has eſta 


blimed itſelf in the mind, is not eaſily roote 
up. But gentle methods are perhaps the only 


means to deliver us from its chains; violent 


methods rivet them more powerfully, and gives 


us a ſtronger attachment to them. He, then, 


vince them by degrees; and when this uſeful 
compliment is made to the pride of opinion 
the ſoul will be leſt more at liberty to exert 


bleſſed Author of our religion egmpelled do 


make 


the bleflings. of the Meffiah ? none; —for the 


_ who is acquainted with mankind; will humour 
them a little, in order to perſuade and con- 
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male chis ſacrifice to the perverſe world; but 
he cent proved the great propriety of ſuch a 


"7 * * 1 
8 I W 4 * 
* 5 6.1 * Las * 
we A 
27 


conduct. And this ſrems to me to be the caſe 
in the preſent ohject of enquiry. Had he, 


_ like his diſciples, rebuked the fondneſs of thoſe 
who brought their children to receive his ca- 


reſſes and benediction; — nothing can be, more 
likely; than that ſuch a conduct would have 
kindled the reſentmeat of parental affection to 


+ ach a height, as to render them afterwards 


by indulgiog chem a little, be had an oppor- 
tunity to turn their thoughts to more impor- 


tant objects. And indeed this occaſion gave 
kim an opportunity to delineate, in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, the amiable features of Chriſ- 
nanity ; and while, by his tender careſſes, his 
fond endrarments, he manifeſted his own gra- 


cious and kind affections, and his love of 


humanity, he ſhewed, in his own character, the 


real, benign ſpirit of the goſpel; and at the 
ſame time, held up to their view, in the per- 
ſon of an infant, an emblem of the nature 
and geni nn religion. This was, in 


32 8 ſome 
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ſome” ſenſe, bringing good out of evil; or 
rather, improving a miſtake to the purpoſes, 
advantage, and enlargement of the truth. — 


And he took them up in his arms, and en- 


braced them, and put his hands upon them, and 
bleſſed them ; or, as it might be rendered, 


obe well of them; that is, by kind and tender 


expreſſions, ſoothed the affetions of the pa- 
rents. 
Ie is likely that, upon ſuch occaſions, other 
teachers were wont to uſe pompous benedic- 
tions, or prophetic promiſes of their future 
greatneſs and glory ; perhaps ſomething in the 
ſame: manner that Simeon and Anna, by the 
inſpiration of God, ſpoke of our Saviour, But 
upon this occaſion, he ſpoke in another man- 
ner, treated them with endearments, and uſed 
the tender language of benevolence and love. 
Thus he ſatisfied the anxiety of the parents, 
and turned their thoughts to a right appre- 
henſion of things; teaching them to expect 
no effects to attend this formality, and that 
the way to obtain the favour of Heaven was by 
a freedom from ſin, and a life correſponding 
to 


| 2 conduct regular and uniform in the ways 
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_ explication of the words of the text by what 


preceeds them : . Verily I ſay unto you, ho- 
ſoeyer ſhall not receive the kingdom of God 


us little child, he ſhall. not enter therein.” 
That is, whoever receives not the goſpel as a 
little child, that is, free from prejudice, or 
; with 2 ſpirit of candour and 2 loye of the 
truth, cannot be my diſciple. | 

Such an improvement of the words of the 
text will give us a juſt idea of this diſpenſation 
of goodneſs and truth; will teach us what 
rule of life to chooſe, as moſt agreeable to 
Heaven ; and with our own. vigarous applica- 
tion, vill qualify us for that immortality and 
hapgineſs it promiſes to all ſincere believers. 
And. the laſt inference I ſhall draw from what 
has been ſd, is, that we are to rely upon no 


other foundation for ap acceptance at the 
. throne of God than our own perſonal virtue; 


life devoted to the practice of all righteouſ- 
neſs; affections purified by the exerciſe of our 
moral powers in the paths of ſpiritual truth; 


of 


ö 


to the laws of God. We are juſtified in this 


of God, uninfluenced by the threats or allure- 
ments of the world, and ever guided by rea- 
fon, by nature, and the wiſom which is of 
God, ſupported by the hopes of a bleſſed 
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dec of the goſpel | while the kings of the 


| And the multitude of them that believed were of 

one heart, and one ſoul; neither ſaid any of them, 

that ought, of the things which he poſſeſſed was 
own, but they had all things in common. 


HAT an amiable repreſentation of the 
firſt ſociety of Chriſtians ! how pleaſ- 
ing and delightful the retroſpect of theſe firſt 


_ earth ſtood up, and the rulers, © animated 
with the genuine ſpirit of bigotry and ſuper- 
ſition, gathered together againſt the Lord, 

| 5 and 
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and againſt his Chriſt ;” in order to deſtroy 
an heavenly institution, and quench the aſt 
blaze of mental light. The multitude of 
believers were of one heart and one ſoul;“ 
| happy in the protection of Heaven, and in 
- the mutual eſteem, * friendſhip,” and ſupport 
of each other. All the ſtrife and emulation 
that poſſeſſed their virtuous boſoms were, who 
ſhould exhibit the faireſt pattern ol piety to- 
w-ards God, and ſubmiſſion to his providence ; 
who. ſhould feel the tendereſt regard for the 
good of mankind; and maniſeſt the moſt ex- 
cenſive and godlike benevolence; — generous 
ſtrife [ heavenly, divine ambition, never enough 
to be admired, never enough to be imitated! 
How | different from this has been the ſpirit 
of impoſture in all ages? It is calculated to 
ſoften the ferociry of human nature, to unite 
individuals in the bands of focial harmony 
and love; to raiſe the ſoul above every mean 
purſuit, every Gnful attachment : to keep us 
from the biaſs of. prejudice, . Huperſtirion, | 
Vor. oi a; and 
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add, partiality © to give "the of 2 talk tor 
improvement arid knowledge, and to this 
giving fanRion to the virtue of: free eq | enquiry, | 
and eſtabliſhing "a philoſaphical and divine l- 
very of thoug t. and Judgment, unaccbumable 
to any uber bur chat F God! Such is che 
inſtitution of the goſpel, calculated for d uni- 
verſal good ! ſuch is that religion, which 
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calms our tumulcuous paſſione, and gives peace 
to, the troubled mind! which, at times, has 
Den every here ſpoken againſt.” Such 
v the original diſpenſation of . grace and 
_ ruth, which at firſt © was polen by the Lord, 
and; confirmed by figns and miracles, and di- 
vers wonders ;” but ſince, has been perverted 
and dilgraced by the art and policy of wicked 
men. That religion, Which commanded a free 
| and unptkjüdiced enquiry, and approved of the 
Perus exertions of unbialſed reaſon, is now 
made an inftrument in the hands of power, to 
warp the foul, contratt its views, and vitiate 
the ue eee. ol humanity; the minds 

of 


SERMON vm. 99 
ef Chriſtians have been ſhäckled by cretis and 
dytidles' of Faith of human invention, and the 
far greater part of them moſt palpably abfird; 
theſe have been conſtituted the teſts of truth, 
ind the orades of divinity, while religious 
tyranny Ropped the currents of free enquiry, 
and cried 80 0 « this far all | ye to, ua 
further. N * * 
That en which A Mei the Ow 
ſpitit of candour and love; Which united the 
firſt believers in the tendereſt friendfhip add 
mutdal hoſpitality ; which taught them de 
brerlook, ot bear with the failing add n- 
Hrmities of each other; has ſihce been made 
a cloak fot the molt barbarous infringements 
on the liberties of mankind: that religion, 
dictated by infinite wiſdom, has been made to 
ppeak the language of folly and fuperſtition, 
and abſurdities, contradictions, and münifeſt 
falſhoods, have been fathered upon the goſpel 


of our Lord Jeſus: Chriſt. Good God! how 


fatal has this been to the enlargement of the 
| 'S human 
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human. midd; hom deſtructive to the peace 
and welfare of individuals and ſocieties in 
general laſtead of living in, mutual amity, 


and Jike the. firſt of thoſe that. believed; to 

have, as it were, but one Ee aan, 
mutual diſtruſt, contracted avarice, and proud 
ambition have ſoured the tempers of Chriſtians, 
and interrupted the ſtream of public and pri- 
vate love. Mourn, ye Chriſtians, over the ruins 
of the goſpel; or rather, contribute your parts 


to remove the heap of ſuperſtition, and to 
weed the noxious tares of error and deluſion 
from the pure grains of truth, knowledge, and 
virtue. The taſk is not difficult, if we draw 

our information from the goſpel itſelf, with- 


out having recourſe to the dictates of fallible 


men. Thoſe who are willing ſhall know the 
ttuth. Heaven will guide their honeſt re- 

2 ſearches ; the candle of the Lord will brighten 
te darkened page, and give them to under- 
"ſand the truth as it is in Jeſus : to thoſe that 
Anock, the gate of knowledge will be opened, 


to 
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to thoſe that aſk it with 4 becoming ſpirit; 
their heavenly father will explain to them ye 
dodtrines of grace and ſalvation. 3 


But it is not ſufficient to denominate us 


Chriſtians to have a thorough knowledge of 
the doctrines and precepts of Chriſtianity, ic 
is alſo abſolutely neceſſary practically to apply 
thoſe heavenly doctrines and precepts to our lives 


and diſpoſitions. A thorough knowledge of re- 


ligion, and a full and firm perſuaſion of its truth 
and excellency are requiſite; for a ſplendid 


profeſſion of it, in compliance to eſtabliſhed 
cuſtoms, neither betters the community or i- 


dividuals. It i is neceſſary that we ſhould feel its 
ſiacred truths operate in our hearts, and ſhine 
forth in our converſations; and in particular 
that a benevolent enlargement of ſoul ſhould 


unite the ſeveral members of the church of 
Chriſt : which leads me to conſider more par- 


ticularly the words of the text, via. And 
the multitude of them that believed, were of 
one heart and one foul; neither ſald any of | 


H 3 them 


3 Sur ers bis rn, but Win 


n T7 
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* * 


Gew that ought of the Sings which be poſ⸗ 


common.“ 

ib. Obſervation: Wour ber n e n 
benge, chat al the ſeveral members, of the pri- 
 tpitiyg church, or that. © the multitude of them 
that believed, bad all the ſame ſentiments, with 
" regard to the cherry of religion. A little re- 
may Gon ee v2 *. . She 

ir ß 

In the firſt. place 45 A che 
ge of them had been members of the church 
longer than others: that is, there were ſome 
converted to Chriſtianity before others; and in 
conſequence. had had more frequent oppor- 
tunitjes to learn from the . mouths. of. the 
apoſiſes, the nature, the deſign, and extent of 
the goſpel. They had alſo more time to. i inr 
form. themſelyes upon theſe. heads, from an 
Examination and. juſt application, of, the ancient 
Prophecies, Add to, this, that ſuch ate the 
. diſpoſitions of RPGs ſuch, the di 
verfity 
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' 3 
dad of gifts and, mencal ahjlicies, diſtributed 


wong the children. of men by rhe boy ſpirſt; 
chat ſuppolipg they had all equal opportunities 
of information and knowledge, it is more. chan 
probable chat ſome would make quicker and 
far more extenſive improvements ig the faich, 


than others, equally inglineable te know the 


truth. 4s it not flagrantly the caſe in theſe 


mae 8. rapid progreſs in the grear myſtering 
of the goſpel, there are others of. equal ſtand · 
ing, and equal opportunities, for: improvement, 
of whom may. be. ſaid, .* For when. far the 


time they oughs to be reachers, they have. 


need. that one teach them again, which be the 
firſt ; principle of the orgcles of Gad. Hehe 
v. 15. 


To be of on ee bier 


chen not an exact uniformity of opinion, or 
that they believed exactly alike, for we have 
| already ſe ſeen that it is impoſſible ;, at leaſt while 


ann, cantinue cjrcymſtanced they * 4 
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days in the C eilig church? While ſame have 
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4 in this world. „We iuſer then, W 
_ unired in a far more tender and engaging 
manner; they were united by the ſpirit of be- 
nevolence and friendſhip : difference of dpi- 
3 nion created no diſturbance in this amiable 
„ focicty; all was forbearance, Chriſtian charity, 
2 and brotherly love all was calm” repoſe and 
_ undiſturbed harmony and peace. Gracious 
God! did Chriſtians exhibit fuch a ſcene as 
this at preſent, "tow altered "would the face 
ob things appear | how delightful” the converſe 
of each Chriflian neighbour! inſtead of malice 
and envy, that corrode the heart, the heavenly | 
principles of charity and love would take 
place; ĩnſtead of mutual hypocriſy and diſtruſt, 
fincerity would clear the mind of every bane- 
full ſced, jealouſy, diſtruſt, and fear. Can- 
douf would forgive the infirmities of its neigh- 
Bout, and good; wall exule to e a fellow 
creature happy! 
N From parallel expreſſions we are authoriſed 
3 to conclude this to be the apoſtle's meaning 
; in 
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in the tert z let us compare it with the 2d. 3d. 
Ith, and ʒth verſes of the ſecond chapter of che X 


Epiſtle*ro the Phihipians: - Fulfil ye my joy, 
chat ye be like minded; having the ſame love, 
of one accord, of one mind; let nothing be 
done through ſtriſe and vain glory, but in 

own things, but every man alſo on the things 


of others; let this mind be in vo, which . 


was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus The Apoſtle here 
inculcates an unity of mind, in kind and be. 
nevolent affections; ſo plain, chat it needs no 
comment. Exactly parallel with this, is the 
zich verſe of the 13th of Gallatians. Be 
perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind; 
and the God of love and peace be with you. 
Thus the multitude of thoſe that believed 
were of one heart and one mind or ſoul; that 
is, united in the bonds of charity and peace. 
Amiable ſociety! happy people! thus they 
lived; ſupporting the weak, relieving the poor, 
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and pouring; the healing halm of comfort to 
the diſtraſſod. afflicted mind. They ſtoppod not 
even here: 4 for neither ſaid any of them that 
ought, of the things which be paſſeſſed way 
hes own, but they had: all things in common.“ 
Wan an amiable exertion of philanthropy, 
humanity, and love is bene] does not every 
one that has the leaſt: portion of ſocial benevo- 
hence in his heart, in fancy, mingle in this 
Reele; but generous and happy flock? But as 
amiable as'this example appears, how delight- 
full ſoever in contemplation ; it is by no 5 
to be imitated by eiae Y 
Ia the infancy of a cammunity, if built upon 
the principles of honour, integrity, and virtue, 
eat height; esch individual regards his 
neighbour as a part of his own family; joined 
by the fame intereſt; and directed by the fame 
views; each is anxious to advance the general 
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ſtrong manner, the ee muſt ſoon 
fall ta· che ground. N 

it when its members ee chis friendly 
encbyſiaſin, this zealous hoſpitality decreaſes 
in Pro portion; and, it is neceſſary it | ſhould ; ; 
otherwiſe, trade and commerce, the props. of 
: ſociety muſt ſtagnate ; and thoſe arts and ſci- _ 
ences, which civilize and poliſh human nature, 


_ FS 7 


muſt ſon ever lie buried,in dark obſcurity and 


ignorance. Would the parent joyfully riſe 
caply, and work late, would. he deny himſelf 
the various ſoothing, pleaſures. of life, if the : 
ſtranger was to rob his children of the fruit of a i 
his induſtry ? li 
A principle of . is aa; im- 
planted in our boſoms by the great author af 
our lives; and wherever it is properly exerted, _ 
it forms a character truly amiable; bot it is 
poſſible to carry it too far, ſo as to degenerate 
to weakneſs and profuſion. And is not his 
memory truly odious, who divides his ſub- 
ſtance 1 ſtrangers, and gives up his neareſt 


relations 
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rot 8 K K MON vi 
relations to ot and diſtreſt? But Pro- 
-vicence, ever kind to the human race, has 
planted 'a a ſtrong principle of affection 
within chem; ſo ſtrong indeed, that this rule 
| of nature is very ſeldom violated. But there 
Hes one very great and unfurmountable ob- 
. to a community of goods ; that while 
one part of the ſociety is involved in cares, 
ſitigue, and labour; the other will ſink into 
aſc, pleafures and extravagance ; thus the in- 
duſtrious few will, in ects become Nlaves 
to the indolent and flothful, 
The firſt Chriſtian ſociery, while haraſſed, 
and perſecuted by an ill-natured and wicked 
word, found it neceſſary” to unite in the ſtric- 
4cft bonds of amity and love; and while we 
admire the harmony, friendſhip, and the 
mutual ſupport, the members oft afforded 
each other, we ſhall ind ſoch conduct abſo- 
lately neceſſary for the well being of the whole. 
Bot when Chriſtianity became more eſtabliſhed 
in the world, the inconvenience and bad ten- 
| dency 
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deney of a community of goods became evi-.. 
dent, and was therefore dropped: and, indeeJ, 


had it been proper, che goſpel, whick con- 


of human conduct, would have expreſay com- 
manded it. 2 2 

We may, however, imitate the firſt Chriſ- 
tians thus far, in giving bread to the hungry, 
clothing che naked, and bringing the ſtranger 
to the houſe; viſiting the ſick, and relieving, 
as far as we can, every object of charity. 
% HE 27 4 
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tains the beſt ſyſtem of morals for the direction I 
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1 have given you an example, that ye do 4 1 have 
Cone unto you. 


VERY RF ab may perceive in 
the character of Chriſt, the moſt amiable 
pattern of virtue, whether reſpecting God, 
ourſelves, or our fellow- creatures. Indeed it 


is a moſt finiſhed picture of every moral excel- 


lenet and beauty. It is heightened with all 
the grace of a heavenly religion, a devotion 
rational, ſublime, and manly; untainted with 
all vulgar prejudices, and riſing infinitely ſupe · 
rior 


8 * K * U n . 
not to all 'boalted,” cialted characters "which 


adotn the heathen world. His piety, free from 


che goo! or fupetititich;” Yealbus WIMobr tity 


enthulialtic fervors, was ene hw. and ons 


aid ove it a cb 8d lovely form.: 


A'calth reſignation to the purpoſes of Hea- 


ven, « ſubmiſfivearquieſcence'in all the deter- 
minations vf the Divine Wit, ithout the leaſt 


murmur or impatience, witneſſed his conſtant 


ſenſe of the fitneſs and propriety of all the 


ways 'of Providence; "how #Mi@tive ſoever the 


_ -profaneneſs his virtue was not relaxed,” nor 


diſpenſations, ſtilt his piety breathed out, 


« Not my will but thine be done; oh my 
God,“ Wherever he went, the genuine ſpirit 
of religion welt with him; an unfeigned copy 
cern for the glory of God, the honon e 


ligion, and the happineſs of manlefſd; a ſoli- 
citude for the advaticemenc-of knowledge and 
virtue ſtill gave life, vigour, and importance 
to his conveftſation, whether aſſoctated vlc the 
Publitin"or 'the Shitiſee In the burt of 


his piety - diſcouraged, Vice he conſtantly 


4 | reproved, 
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| reproved, whether. diſguiſed in the venerable 
habit of a ptieſt, ot appearing more openly i in 
mare ungzvarded forms. The generous, un- 
bĩaſſed Reſurmer of mankind, giving them the 
living lecture of the moſt upright and uniform 
conduct; paſſions reſtrained by reaſon; diſpo - 
fitions formed for virtue ; a heart informed by * 
candour, directed by the higheſt- Juſtice, and 
warmed: with a benevolence the moſt extenſive i 
and pure; not ſoured by national prejudices, 
of contracted by ſelfiſh views, but diffuſed to- 
wards every creature, and aRtive rowards | every” 
object of diſtreſs. But hat crowned the 
whole, and rendered his character complete ; 
and amiable, was, that bare, chat reaſonable | 


| how through the ß tenor of his life. 
Hie humbleg himſelf in the duſt. He conde - 
ſcended to be the companion of the poor of 
the earth, the friend, the ſervant of the meaneſt 
of the people, if their hearts were war 


„ 


with 3 and ** fouls raokled Ws 


li 


en Me N X tp 
of this we. have ar vſsfol example in the | 
chapter from which our text is taken. Nas 
chat our humility ſhoyld wear exactly the 
fame form, but that it ſhould always be reaſo- 
nable, and ſpringing from ſome uſeful and 
deneficent deſigns. Waſhing the feet of their 
gueſta in the ſultry climes of Judea was not 3 
mere act of complaiſance, but of hoſpitality and 
kindneſs: ſo that our Saviour, while he exem- 
N plified one virtue, plainly inferred another. 
Then cometh he to Simon Peter, and Peter 
faith unto him, Lord, doſt thou waſh my feet? 
' Warmed with love and reverence for his great 
Maſter, he forbids him the ſervile employ : 
b But Jeſus anſwered, What I do, thou know- 
eſt not now, but thou ſhalt know hereafter.” 
At preſent thou doſt not perceive the reaſon of 
my conducts this ſeems to thee a too great 0 
exertion of humility; but when thou art far- 
ther taught in the knowledge of the truth, 
and haſt imbibed more of the true ſpirit of 
my religion, thou wilt perceive the reaſonable- 
__ heap? ma mime n 1 now do. Ko 
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tk But be w⁰ never let paſs any oteurreace 
„ gore tage apes lelldu of inftruc- 
nom, in order to widen the field of knowledge 
| fi dhe goſpel principles of virtue into 
the minds of his hearers, could not fail to im- 
ne this before us. After he had waſhed 
their feet; and Had taken his gartnents, he ſaid 
unt them Nau ve hät I have done to AN 
vou? Te call me Maſter and Lord; and ye | 
u well, for fo I am. If 1 then, your Lord 
nud Maſter,' habe waſhed your feet, ye! "ought 
to walh one another ſcet. If IL have humbled 
myſeif to you ye ought to be humble to each 
dther, If: I have to you diſplayed the office 
of a ſervant and a friend, learn hence tiow you 
ought to conduct yourſelves to each other. 
4; For, I have given you! an example that xe 
would do as Thave dene ustö vob“ — Shall = 
the Chriſt of God ; he to whom a long ſucceſ- 
_ fion of prophets bore witneſs, at whoſe word 
the ſick and the lame, were healed; and who 
was, and is, delegated; Lord, of Nature ; ſhall 
he in whom; more than the perfections of an- 
gels centred, ſhew himſelf ſo kind and ſo 
0 PLING 10 bumble z 
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humble: and ſhall creatures; full of, frailties 
and ſollies, dare / refuſe to each other the 
tender, the humble offices of; humanity ? Na: 
rather let us *© learn of him who was ween 
and lowly ins ſpitit, and we ſhall and reſt 10 
our ſouls. A reſt from the, anxieties of 
pride, the aL, unlawful deſires, the re · 
morſe of ee nd the 7 of injur ured” 
N had bin nature ane in 176 9 
dark paths; of ignorance, folly, and tranſgreſ. 
| Fonz while the candle of the Lord, deſigned 
to enlighted the bewildered traveller to the 
ways of rectitude and life, to brighten the dark 
paſſages of moral being, was involved in clouds 
of ſuperſtition,” and rendered: uſeleſs by the 
| early prepoſſeſſions of a vicious education. 
| Philoſophy had indeed ſpun the fine web of 
ſpeculation and ſophiſtry. The Stoic had al- - 
moſt deſtroyed the finer affections of the ſoul, 
and triumphed. over the ruins of the man. A. ; 
ſympathizing tenderneſs, a diſintereſted buma- Keg 
nity, an extenſive benevolence, and a generous } 
forgiveneſs, of injuries, were excluded the lift 
| aj - : | of 


- 
7 
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5 Moſt every prineipte of real religion Was /abſor- 


1 6 


E Viteves 3 $64 in 2 great meaſure ertinguitk. 
in the Buch Vitaſt Heimanity ; that Tource 


| of nambleſs good offices had given way to the 


Iategity, 6 tadiſpen- 


' - Kadiiheltich of pits. 


fible 2 part in the Ehrafter - of a gobdd nan, 


was becbme a very inconvenieht qualification, 
when bypociy, and an univerſal biteach of 
Rath pre uned in every rank ef the poopte, — 
The religion of an oath was brought into cons 
tempt, from the exiitiple of numbers; and al- 


bed by foperfirion, or ridiculed by vice. 


Fheir wiſe tuen, fuceed, Ueliveted from their 


Göde the moſt admirable mimenhte with ye. 


ard to che condect of Hſe ; bat, i general, 
they were ctrtied to > piteh of Fefinemem toe 
Sigh to be relified or underſteed by the greareft 
Part 'of munkind. They Urew u Hne picture cf 
Virtue; but they thertiſetves onty uctpmired it 
ut kn ful diſtunee. Wancing either 'Honefty 
vr courage, they gave their function to idolatry, 
All Facrificed at the alfars of ſuperſtition. And 


en Socrates the wiſe, Socrates the good, the 


; | Ni and ornament of ou Heathen world, 
| L white 
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white led to execution by the hands of bigotry 
and faction; oh | ſtain to human nature as it 
were, departed life io the very act of 117 | 
But the bleſſed Author af our religion, p 
fectly acquainted with che eternal laws of 15 
{rouſneſs, as well as with the nature, Principles, 


dark inge and at biber times A the plainneſs 
of truth, bath given the world a perfect rule gf | 
conduct, and fixed the boundaries of moral ac- 
tion. He corrects our errors, clears our doubts, 
Gaeisies our ſeruples, and gives to virtue the 
force. of law, But not fatisfied with pointing 
out the way of ſalvation, he trod it himſelf, 
and exhibited a living picture of every thing 
great and good. While he bids us be humble, 
humane, juſt, candid, obedient, and devour, he 
exemplifies G 1 Finde perfections in Up 
Vue i in a Suined deſeription may ap- 
pear like a fine pictute of a character which 
never really exiſted, and which one might wiſh 
and pant afrer, rather than hope to obtain 
habe our notions are correfted when we find, in 
15 any 


4 
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any one 3 the lte and actions correſpon- 
dling to the amiable picture, and even exceed- 
ing i it. Such an inſtance ſhews that the nobleſt 
virtue is poſſible, It works upon every ſpring 
.of action; it reproves our floth and indolence, 
fires our emulation, quickens our deſires to 
encel, and inſpires us with an animating hope 
_-of ſucceſs: ſo mighty and invigorating is the 
force: of a proper example, and great in pro- 
Portion is the wiſdom and goodneſs of our 
heavenly Father in providing one for us ſo ſuit- 


I? 


Ahle, and at the fame time fo perſect. In pre- 
5 ference to all that could: be found in heaven, 
or upon earth, God determined upon ſending 
'his ſon, his expreſs image, clothed with a hu- 


man body, and endued with the infirmities, 
appetites, affeQions, and paſſions of our nature, 


| fin only excepted ;\ that when he had inſtructed 
vs by his doctrine, and laid before us the moſt 


givine counſels and precepts, he might alſo al- 


11 Jure | us to the practice of piety and virtue, al 


his own engaging Examples 1 


1 The God of Heaven might have blefled 
mankind being the n of the truth ſome 


other 


% K M ON 1x: 1 
other wan The terms of grace might have 


been taught them by particular revelations; or 
in characters which might have been under- 
ſtood by all languages and tribes of people. 
They might have been imprinted on the wide / 
| ſpreading: firmament. But Infinite Wiſdom 
- choſe another method, a \method which reaſon 
and; candour: muft acknowledge to be beſt and 
moſt effectual. He ſent his fon in the likeneſs 
of ſinfulifleſk; with full credentials of divine 
commiſſion; who, by an unwearied attention to 
the duties of religion, manifeſted to what.an 
_ exalted pitch virtue may be carried, even in 
the loweſt and moſt diſtreſsful eee 
and giving us an example, that we ſhould do 
; as he:ihas done; unto: us. And: here let us ex- 
5 amine what Chriſt: hath; done for us. It is an 
enquiry well worth the attention of Chriſtians. 
We ſhall here paſs by the particular act of hu- 
mility which occaſioned theſe words, and exa- 
mine in general what he has done for us, and 
boom far he is our example · * E et 
Euver ſince the creation of the Mt his de- 
Ws ac wn the children of men; he beheld 
i, 14 the 


dr virtuous and! good, in every age and clime, 


ne 8 U N On . 


wich eyes ef friendſbip and love and the 
wicked with pity and compaſſion. As the an- 


q £ ee el the covenaiit, - : he attended the ancient 


patriarchs ; nor do; I erer find that he came 
upon any other enibaſly. r e bee. 
eee 
teen of the goſpel, in obedience to che 
will of the Father, he leſt the boſom of his 


God, and was introduced to humanity, not in 


| the palaces of the great, but in circumſtances. 


of humility and diſtreſs. | But Heaven ſmiled 
propitious on his birth ; and a croud of hea- 
 venly- inhabitants hailed him to the vale of 
ears and affliction. If grandeur ſmiled not on 
bis humble birth, innocence was there; and 
che virtuous parent, with tears of piety, received | 
dum to ber arms, and nurſed him with a mo- 
| ther's fondneſs. As he grew. up, he unfolded 
the myſtery of Providence by degrees regu- 
larly and gently diſplayed the nature of bis 
divine commitlion ; and by a ſeries of un- 


| | Joubred 5 Dee 
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| God; that he came upon the moſt important 
gfrand, to tench mankind dur notions” of 
odd, and rational ideas of his moral king- 
dom; to raiſe them to the loſt innocence and 
of their natures, and to reconcite a ſins 
ful, world to their offended God. He pub- 
liſhed, upon a variety of occaſions, the moſt 
divine counſels, precepts, and doctrines, 
which at laſt were built up to à complete 
ſyſtem of the moſt refined and heavenly reli- 
gion. Animated with the ſpirit of divine 
benevolence and philanthropy ; with the moſt. 
aſſiduous and indefatigable induſtry, to over- 
dome the prejudices of mankind, to clear the 


appetites, and to teach and juſtify the ways of 10 
Dod to man. But while he was employed in 
the laborious taſk of reforming the world, he | 


| human mind of corrupt notions and deptaved 


exerciſed the ſtricteſt ſimplicity of manners, an Re: 


5 vnaffected humility and devotion, fat on his 


amiable eountenunce; While integrity and 


4ruth attended all his profeſſions and actions. 
His days, not ſpent in the courts of idleneſs 


7 vr dilfipatibn, dor in the ſervice of mankind | 
while 


| 1 SE n ui 0 N : 
bite the multitude, that would have erowned 
bim King of Iſrael, 'and- placed him on the 
* throne” of David, amidſt magnificence . and 
- "pomp; while empires proffered him the blaze 
' of power, the charms of eaſe, and the delica- 
ces of luxury; he choſe: rather to dwell among 
n of the earth, and employed this time 
in the nobler purpoſes of clearing the intellec- 
wet eye from the miſt of prejudice; putting 
down ebe ſtrong holds of Satan, and erecting 
kingdom which conſiſted in righteouſneſs 
"a peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. But 
eee conduct, what want of 
ide good things of this world did the ſon of 
 *God ſubmit to; or rather, what did he 
bot hazard 7 what did he adtually forfeit. by 
"Bf it? Every thing that the man of the world 
calls dear. His days were ſpent in labour and 
5 e his fare ebarſe, and hard his couch. 
| © While pride dwelt ſecure beneath the roofs of 
ddegance, and rioted . in ill: managed cmerriment, 
he was expoſed" to the inclement air. The 
| foxes bad holes, and the birds of the air neſts; 
bor the n e N eee ern his 
K Th 8 f head, 
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Kel? Vet 175 contentment and ee 
ſmoothed the ruggedhels of life. Piety' bowed 
ſubmiſſive to the will of Heaven, His 1 integ- 
rity, his love of truth, unſhaken and ſincere, 
bore the cavils of ignorancc, and the ſtorm of 
perſecution raiſe againſt him; till having led 
A life of the moſt exemplary and ſtriking vir- 
tue, "adorned with all the graces of humanity, 
benevolence, juſtice, ßlety, and truth, he fell 
a facrifice to the rage of 'bigotry, a ſacrificeito 
the cauſe of truth and religion; and thereby 
finiſhed che great ſeheme of human redemp- 
tion; dying, as he had lived, with the moſt 
entire ſubmiſſion to the will of Heaven; i brea- 
thing forgiveneſs and peace to mankind; and 
leaving us an la lee that we a follow 


4 T ſteps. / + 


 gid-tiere; then; let it be nd bar he 
obedlence to his earthly: parents, ſo far as it 
did not interfere with the more important of- 
-fices of a Saviour, was ſincere and affectionate. 
As a member of ſociety, he was peaceable mM 
-yuſt, perfectly ſubmiſſive. to all its Jaws: 
"ſhort, he rendered unto Cæſar the 3 . 
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ghet nere Cefar is and to God, the things that 


# dere [/God!'y. r 


ricteſt and moſt -amiable friendſhip. 
motel being, his paſſions were all 2 
vy reaſon,/ and ſoſtened into virtue. He made 
| nigra fl 

ins, l 
8 | Whether we trace his chara@er in public or 
in private, the ſame uniform and ſteady good- 
meſs adorned him every where. If we fo]- 
zen him into the temple, there we, behold 
Him full of honeſt zea] for the glory of God, 
— when be perceived the holy place profaned 
by avarice and extortion, and converted from 
Us houſe of prayer into a den of thieves. 
Or if we attend him, as aſſembled io pri- 
"ne with his diſciples ; there, with the maſt 
'engaging homilicy, ' he deſcends to the loweſt, 
Kindeft offices of friendſhip ; ſatisfying their 
ſeruples, anſwering their honeſt - enquiries, 
andi rearing them vp, by degrees, for the 
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| Than: be 1 0 this ile; 20 
lay the righteous with the wicked and that the 
—*#igbteous; ſhould be as the wicked that be far 
from thee : ſhall not the judge of all the earth do 
- - | . d | 
right? Ni Rota © 8 &. -ath LO 8 5 
| : — 
N every public combination of mankind, 
® 7 
* 


1 (in order tp ſupport a wiſe and happy plan 
e vernment; it is neceſſary, not only that 
5 juſtice ſhould lay the foundation, in order to 


rear the pleaſing ſoperſtructure of human hap- 
5 | pinels ; 


. 


8 E R. M. 0 3 N XI. 145 
pines ; but alſo, that each individual ſhould 
invariably. act with a view to the good of the 
whole, and not merely for the gratification of 
his own ptivate ends, and the calls of intereſt 
or ambition, as detached from the reſt of 
the ſociety: that is, he ſhould, act from the 
principles of integrity, juſtice, honour, and - 
benevolence, . This is neceſſary, in order to 
ſupport public and private truſt, and to pro- 
duce the general good of the whole. n ee 

But ſome through ignorance, and others 
through a wilful depravity, may run eccentric 
from their duty, and deſtroy che peace and 
harmony of ſociety, .. - 

It is neceſlary, therefore, Ms, the ne of 
' excl; individual. ſhould be fairly ſtated ;, that 
laws ſhould be formed, and the. boundaries of 
action be fixed; and that theſe laws ſnould be 
well ſupported with ſuitable motives and ſanc: 
tions, rewards, and puniſhments, to deter the 
bold tranſgreſſor, and animate the obedient 
and virtuous Ar... b coglevie 
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But tomerittes in che governtgent of | mat 
kind. it will be found neceſlary to felax a a itte | 
h from the ſeverity 'of law; to mingle mercy 
with joſtice; 1 141 bid the kektered criminal 
dif es liberry and tife. 
These obfervations, as they are an from 
the univerſal ſenfe and practice. of mankind, 
have their foundation in reaton, i in equiry and 
gootddcfs, It is true they depe nd upon cir- 
- cumſtances; bir undef. H Aae 
they ure always binding and fr. 12 5 
- With" theſe Kading principles to Uſed? bs, 
we my argue itzto the moral Boverntment of 
the univerſe, whoſe king and judge is God, 
und from hence form fore conceptions bf the 
Divine Providence; ſentitnents very uttlal in 
the” direction of our conduct through life, 
er us chen conceive all tactons, tribes, and 
languages of pebple connected in one vaſt body 
Kingdom, under rhe amt laws, ſubject to 
dine Nite Penatits ad ebtitkdt te the fame 
Privileges; and for the "regulation of Yhis 
_ multitude, to ſupport the honour of govern- 
ment as well as to preſerve the e phate and 


4 ____ "© happineſs 


- happineG of the hole, it is neceſſary that laws 
could be enacted, and attended with powerful = 
and-vigorous-execution ; and not that the lives 
and properties of millions ſhould depend on 


the uncertain humour or caprice af a ſingle 


public happineſs, the violaters of juſtice, the 
hardened and accuſtamed tranſgreſſor, ſhould 
be dragged forth to public iniamy and;puniſh- 
ment; as well as to ſingle out the upright 
patriot, the lover of his country, and the cover 
af mankind, and diſtinguiſh W with _ 
lic honors and rewards. 
Is this regulation wiſe, juft, e IG 
| ae immumerable benefirs to ſociety? _ 
The fab, then, as-well as the Antinomian 
Chriſtian, muſt acknowledge, that the groat 
Judge and King of heaven and earth, has not 
only a right to give laws to his people; hut 
has alſo an undouhted right to: puniſh or re- 
ward: and to Hiſtribute his favors, only to his 
[faithful and obedĩent ſuhjects: this alone, being 
the menns to pre ſerve the hendur m7 rd 
as well as to renfler them effectudl.” | 22 
"RAW: ::- L 2 | 5 He 


perſon. It as neceſſary that the diſturbers of 8 


lte, When the princes of the people were 


| "—_— 


econ cu his ſeed, begging bread : 


— 
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Fe has alſe a right, without incurring the 


' Impuration of injuſtice, or unrighteouſneſz, to 
- forgive! the ſinner, to pardon the delinquent; 
und ſometimes it will be found abſolutely ne- 


ceffaty” ro involve a whole community, the 
"righteous with the unrighteous in one g__ ; 


Is >. * e 01 


The hand of Providence, is indeed * 
nee temporal ſalvation 


of bis people. Sometimes in the midſt of 


laughter the virtuous man eſcapes. And white 
famine; depopulate à land, plenty has been 
found beneath the roofs of hoſpitality: the 
widow of Sarepta enjoyed the neceſſaries of 


was ſnatched from impending: ruin, when the 
wicked 3 lefe e dN a horrible 


5 : ” % L - bm s + 


* But this is not eee we 1 


and the good man is as liable to be cruſhed 
by the fall of «tower, or be blaſted-by the of 
9 — the wicked. 
A $8 >: When 


* M O N A . 
jos * the knowledge of the true God was 
mote confined, the interpoſitions of Provi- 
denges in favour of the righteous were more, 
frequent. Moſes was ſaved by the hand of his, 
enemy. Joſeph, as 2 reward for his virtues, 
was raiſed. from a dungeon and placed next 
a throne. Heayen, to encourage a a firm and 
| ſteady adherence. to the principles of true re- 
ligion, ſhut the mouths of the lions: that they. 
hurted not his ſervant Daniel. Shadrach, 
Meſhach, and. Abednego, though caſt into a 
fiery furnace, ſurvived by the peculiar i interpo- 
ſition of Providence. But theſe were the ages 
of miracles. The Deity may be ſaid here 
to depart from his general plan of government 
for general good, but no analogy can or ought. 
to be drawn from thoſe to the preſent times, 

The patriarch, Abraham, informed by the 
Lord. .of the approaching fate of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, with the moſt amiable tenderneſs. 
and humanity, intercedes for them with Hea- 
ven. And Abraham ſtood before the Lord, 
and ſaid, wilt thou allo deſtroy the righteous 
with the w icked ? wilt thou involve them alike ©. 
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u ochmon Geſolstzon? cht be fer from thee 
to d after this männer, to flay the righteous 
with the wicked, and that the rightebus ſboüld 
"bb is the wicked; that be fit from thee; wen 
nt the Judge of alk the earth do right? 
The righteous patriarch, Gol ithic ht 
© wil bleed with reyelitions font Heaven, had, 
when compared” with the Teal in the king- 
doth” of Heaven, . e. 4 Chriſtian, Bur narrow 
comprehenſions of the methods of divine go- 
erüment, in the management of che world. 
He thought it inconſiſtent with the attributes 
of divine rectitude, to mingle” the rightecus 
With the wicked in the fate of Sodom. “ Far 
be it from thee (faith this devout ſage) to do 
after this manner, to Nay the righteous with 
the wicked.“ The friends of Job labourecl 
under the ſame miftake, they thought it con- 
tfary to the idea of Divine Goodneſs to ſuffer 
a temporal evil to affli& the good man. Not 
knowing that this world is not a ſcene of re- 
'tfibution, or that it is in a future ſtate, that 
| alt men are to receive according to their 
worte. But I hall Pals over the expoſtula- 
8 tions 
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ions in the firſt, part of the text, regarding 
dbem b the ovarflowings of Humanity, un- 
caught in the varlaus ways of God, and pro- 
"need to examine more; minutely that noble 
ſentiment of zeaſon and religion, wiz. ſhall Ag 
the Judge of l the derm dv right 2 


+44 
This is 48 important an enquiry 2s can 
— the human mind: truths af 
the geateſt conſequence, with regard to the 
_ condudt of moral life, will flow from an im- 
partial examination of chis doctrine of our re- 
ligion. Our virtuę, and our happineſs, depend 
upon a juſt deciſion 3 it is neceſſary, there- 
Fore, chat a love of truth, candor, | and reaſon, 
ſhould- inſpire us while we purſue this im- 
portant diſquiſition. Shall not the Judge of 
all the earth do right? In treating farther an 
theſe words, I ſhall enquire; |, 

_ aſt. What is to Se * by doing 
right? bis. LIxR- 3 | 
Aadlx. Wbether che great-God, the judge of 

heaven and earth always does right, both with 
regard to his moral government, and che diſ- 
. x. blu W 

| L 4 7 Let 
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SERMON Xx 
Let it be firſt premiſed, with regard to the 
acquainted with the ways of his-providence to 
be proper judges, only we 3 — 
what we ſee of his moral government. 

aſt. What is 0 be underſtood by doing Ki 
WE. anſwer in 4 few words: n N 
ee — — 
depends upon innumerable circumſtances ; but 
then while certain-circumſtances exiſt, certain 
actions are always binding and fit; a ſtrict 
compliance with thoſe obligations, and an in- 
violable regard to our circumſtances, and the 
Cons + pray upon No —_ we call 
ann right. 1 9 
But with a to us, piety! A, 
: humility, ſelf-deniat-and benevolence; or Chriſ- 
gan charity, are duties which do nut vary inany | 
circumſtances, but are of a fixed and unalter- 
able nature. But theſe are not applicable to 
the Deity. Io all the various circumſtances 
of - his creatures; it is neceſſary the great 
Pb Fans ſhould a& 3 eternal 
laws 


l N M O N XE | uw 
makes cheſe original laws of nature the rules 
ol his on conduct, he cannot grant a diſpen- 
ſatiom for us to break through them; for while 
| e reaſon are the foundation of the 
ne laws; while they ſpring from the 
— fineſs" of things, it muſt always be 
. wrong to run counter to them. And, indeed; 
if they entirely depended upon circumſtances 
exiſting, no being can grant a diſpenſation to 
violate them, and at the fame time act right. 
Suppoſe an earthly prince was to indulge a few 
favourites in all the various courſes of licen- 
riouſnels ; diſpenſe with their obedience to 
the laws; and while, with conſent, they violated 
the eſtabliſned conſtitutions of the ſtate, op- 
preſſed the weak; haraſſed the rich, perverted 

juſtice, and interrupted the current of focial 
happineſs 3 would we acknowledge the righte- 
ouſneſs of fach an adminiſtration z or rather, 
would not every individual be e to um 
the king in his heart? 
Oh! charge not the God of Heaven with 
e or a perverſion of the rule of right. 

5 Attribute 


% 


that Being, by whoſe; energy every thing that 


GI our -objects of enquiry»: Some- 
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Attribote no actions te the. Divinity which 
would be infamous, even in a man, Shall not 


ie, was called into exiſtence? ſhall not the 


This brings me to the ſecond thing pro- 
poſed, to enquire, whether the great Judge 


of the mbole earth does right, both with re- 
 gard, o his rn ud Hanks 
penſation of his laws? dd 


It mill by Goquencly found Wee uſe- 


docttines of Chriſtianity; and at other times 


to follow the footſteps of Divine Providence, 
and trace the actions of the Supreme Ruler in 
the, government of the world of seaſanable 
beings. The laſt, as it brings us acquainted 
with God and his attributes, will enlarge 
our minds, diveſt us of little prejudices, and 


open the moſt extenſive field of knowledge 
and truth. Without a juſt conception of the 


* ee of the Divinity; im- 
poſture 


4! 


4 : 
: 14 


194 
e may paſs with us for the undoubted 
truths f God, and vier wert le n 


of feafon and religlon. And, 
rt That mixtore of fin and en that 
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vritt of moral and tlatural evil, perceivable 
in this world, have been made od gecko to the 


appoltion of juſt, good. and rightess mor 


gobernent. The vnequal diſtrĩbution of good 
an evi; the ſotkerings of the virtuous, and 
the ttiomph and enjoyments of the vieidus, 
have frequently proved ſtumbling- blocks to 
the weak, while vice has raiſed upon it the 
trophies of inſidelity. Why helpleſs infant 
 innocente, © often languiſhes under diſeaſes 
which are derived from à parent, and a parent 
ſuffers Fer keener anguiſh from the rebellious 
ingratitude of a child: why the tendereſt af- 
feQion is often abuſed by the negle& of in- 
difference, . or the. inſults. of brutality ; and 


why vice has external — put in her 


power, which virtue is compelled” to re- 
nounce N. Why does not God ſtretch forth 
his arm to ſave the righteous when davgers 


- threaten, when famine, peſtilence, or war de- 
© =» Plate 
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folate, people; hy fee. we not 7 
rs. of Heaven, frequently looſen the 


gas of the priſon to bid the oppreſſed good 
man breath the freer, of liberty; or why is 
not each conſcious lar, like Saphira of old, 
firuck dead, or the cruel perſecutor warned 


by a voice from above? ® For great, extenſive, 


and general good, Heaven, bes departed from 


its, general plan: miracles. have teſtified the 
power 8 well 2 the moral government of | 


Ss G + # 7 * * P 
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0 Nr When the power 2 
On folly's verge, and tottering to a fall; 
Should he then ſnatch him from th' impending ill, 
| Shalll wan impeach his juſtice ? 

=— now if the good 


| Theo life thouls foffer; in that ſcanty ſpan 
Are all his woes compris'd. If vice exult, 


1 
— 6 | 
dC in ed, ha; ee een, 
' Tho? weak, yet virtuous; noble in the deed 
"That marks his imperfeftion. As 2 man 

He feels, be weeps where the ſuperior power 


chains of the righteous, and unbar the iron 
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God; but it would be acting contrary to all 


the rules of right, to be daily interpoſing in 
"this exemplary manner; all order would imme- 
diately ceaſe, virtue would be no more; the 
paſſion of fear would overcome every princi- 
ple of humanity, and in the end effectually 


deſtroy our moral agency, 


SERMON 
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I returned, and ſaw under the ſun, that the race is 
not to the ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong, nei- 

ther; yet bread to the wiſe, nor yet riches to the 
men of underſtanding, nor yet favour to men of 
- (kill, but time and chance happeneth to them all. 


ROM our narrow, imperfe&, and limited 
1 view of things, we are apt, after a tran- 
nem ſurvey vf human nature, from the ſeemingly 
mixed and confuſed adminiſtration of things 
in this world, to conclude that this melancholy 
_deſcription of life, is literally true. With pain 


and 
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anch anklety of mind we behold, in a thouſand 
remarkable inſtances, that the race is not to 
the ſwift, Kc. From hence we ate ready to 
argue, that” there is no God that takes cogni4 
rance of the affairs of men: and that all is 

governed either by blind chance, or partial uns 
difcerning neceffity, that whatever be the merirs 
of à perſon, wharever his worth and integrity, 
he may for ever pine in want and obſcurity, 
while another who takes no care to improve 
himſelf in uſeful knowledge, and however un- 
fir, is called upon to enjoy places of profit, 
truſt, and honour. How often have we ſeen 
2 man ſet out in life with the faireſt, and moſt 
plauſible pretences to rife to wealth and repu- 
tation, with all the requiſite qualifications to 
thine in his ratilc and ſtation ; yet by fome un- 
foreſeen blow cruelly caſt down, deprived uf 
his hopes by ſome obſtacle or other, which 
neither underſtanding or (kill ſhall be able to 

ſurmount. On che other hand, Have we not 
ſeen thoſe, whoſe lot ſeemed to be determined 
for drudgery and pain, laying hold of 'a fle 
op wy which through the AuRurticg 
8 uncertainty 
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uncertainty of human life,, might never offer 
itself again? We, have ſeen the proſpect 


brighten before them, and thoſe chains of 
difficulties which ſeemed to threaten them, 
entirely removed. A ſeries of uninterrupted 
ſucceſſes ſhall lead to the pinnacles of honour 
and wealth, while the trump of Fame calls it 
the effect of prudence and ſkill; when perhaps 
it nnen of 
thinking. en 

This is not onks Fig * * individuals, 
| but i it fares alike with kingdoms, whoſe lucky 
accidents, and favourable conjunctures, opened 
the way to victory and wealth, which the 

moſtj ſound and refined policy could not effect. 
A ſuperficial view of ſuch. ſcenes as theſe have 
cauſed many to inſer, that Providence ſtood 
neuter; nay, what i is worſe, a great many from 
obſerving how much ſhare mere chance and 


caſualty had in the diſpoſal: of things againſt - 


every, principle of reaſon, . argued themſelves 
out of the belief of God's exiſtence and uni- 
verſal ſuperintendence. . We, are not capable 
| of tracing the ſteps. and. meaſures, the Al- 
mighty 
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mighty takes in the government of the world, 


and in carrying on the happineſs of the un- 


verſe. What, becauſe we are not capable 

_ of underſtanding the reaſon and deſign of the 
Infinite Mind, muſt we alledge there is no 
reaſon or deſign in them, or muſt we cenſure 
the ways of Heaven, becauſe we cannot per- 


ceive their propriety ? or, ought the righteous. 
and good to repine, becauſe the wicked are ſet 


= upon high places, when he ſees their end is 


ſhame and deſtruction? the different fates that 
attend the lives of mankind ; the ſeeming ir- 


regularity in the government of the world, in 
itſelf proves the being of God, and that his 
| providence is concerned to bring about what 
comes to paſs. If this was not the caſe, if a 
ſuperior intelligent power did not ſometimes 


baffle our hopes, and over-rule events, I am 


apt to think, that every thing would fall out 
according to the courſe of nature; that is 
produce its natural effect without any varia- 
tion, and our deſigns and hopes would be al- 
ways anſwered according to the means we made 


uſe of to bring them abour. But the obſerva- 


Vor. I. | M 5 tion 
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_— and experience of eyery day proves this 
is not the caſe, and the wiſe man who had 
deeply ſtudied human nature and the actions 
of men, and critically examined their conſe- 

- quences, affects with much truth, the race is 

not always to the ſwift, nor the battle to the 

ſetrong, c. Though it is but natural to con- 
clude other wife. It ſeems ſuitable that the 
deſt contrivances ſhould be attended with the 
beſt ſucceſs that men of learning, worth, and 
integrity, ſhouid make their way in the world 
before the fool, and him that has no under- 
ſtanding. But ſince, in daily inſtances, we 

. find events fall out contrary to all appearance 
and probability, we may with reaſon and juſ- 
rice conclude, that there is an Almighty in- 

viſible Being that over rules the actions of men, 

and makes them ſerre ſome wiſe, and good 
purpoſe, for the general benefit of that great 
family that is under his care and inſpeCtion : 
and without doubt this is to be a ſtanding 
proof of his providence ; to engage the conſider- 
ation. and dependence of his creatures upon 
him for the ſucceſs of their beſt endeavours, 

3354 7 f | and 
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1 and to prevent them from having recourſe to vi- 
cious ſtratagems to accompliſh their deſires. The 
Ford chance, has long ago been proved to be 
Without any meaning, and it is even impoſſi - 
ble to affix any idea to it; if we conſider that 
the Creator of the world, is a being of al. 
mighty power and influence, of unerring and 
fathomleſs wiſdom, that at one view compre- 
 hends all rhe poſſibilities of things; and that 
nothing in any part of the univerſe can fall 
out without his knowledge or permiſſion. 
There are many events that befall us: but 
we take no time to reflect on the ſeries of 
concurring circumſtances that brought them 
about. We are therefore apt to attribute 
them to chance, partly becauſe they do not 
fall out agreeable to our expectations, and 
partly becauſe we do not look back upon 
ſome falſe ſteps we have taken, But the joint 
efforts of wiſdom and prudence are diſap- 
pointed, when at the ſame time, the cauſe is 
not, and cannot be known. It would be im- 
pious to call them chance, for they are pure 
deſigns; things inviſible to us are all the Lord, 
3 M 2 from _ 


4 
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ſrom whom the powers of nature are de- 
rived; which juſt yiew of things made the 
great Addiſon obſerve, that The ways of 
Heaven are dark and jntricate, puzzled in 
mazes, and perplexed in errors, our under- 
ſtanding traces them in vain; loſt and bewil- 
dered in the fruitleſs ſearch, nor ſees with how 
much art the windings run, nor where the re- 
gular confuſion ends.” It is he holds the reins 
of the univerſe, and ſteers the courſe of all 
nature; he can turn the hearts and deſires of 
his creatures, or cauſe their paſſions and vici- 
ous conduct to fulfil his righteouſneſs, or bring 
about the purpoſes of his providence. He has 
the hearts of monarchs in his hands; though 
he ſuffers them often to take their courſe; to 
give looſe to their cruelty and ambition, and 
to work all manner of wickedneſs with greedi- 
neſs. Let a man, for inſtance, reflect on the 
cauſes that brought about the reformation in 
our country. When the whole nation groaned 
under the yoke of oppreſſion, popery, ſuper- 
ſtition, and the tyranny of the prieſts; when 
the king and the 86 notwithſtanding, were 
vnanimous, 
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unanimous, as to the truths of chat religion; 


the one for his zeal for the propagation and. 
eſtabliſhment of it, honoured with the title of 
Defender of the Faith ; the others meanly con- 
ſenting to be drained of all their wealth, their 
liberty and every thing that can render life 
deſireable: at one inftant, as it were, an uni- 
verſal revolt took place from the ſre of Rome. 

Let us conſider how this great revolution was 


effected, and we ſhall find it in a manner, not 
ſeemingly very favourable to the cauſe of piety, 
| virtue, and ſound knowledge. That a perſon, 


almoſt entirely devoted to the gratification of 
his ſenſual appetites, would ever trouble his 


head about the purity of Chriſtianity, or the 


perſuaſion of his ſubjects ſeems very ſtrange. 
But the Almighty was pleaſed to make theſe 
heinous crimes ſubſervient to his wiſe purpoſes. 
It is equally ſtrange that perſons, who by their 
whole conduct, manifeſted not the leaſt regard 


for virtue, honour, and chaſtity, ſhould thwart 


the wanton deſires of a monarch who ſeemed 
ſtedfaſt in his purpoſes ; and thus to endanger 


their influence and intereſis. But every cir- 
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_  cumiſtance in it confeſſes the overuhng Hand 
that guides the whole planetary. ſyſtem, as well 
as the lower concerns of individuals, and made 
a licentious monarch the inſtrument of deliver. 
ing millions from a; vaſſalage more intoller- 
able than ever heathen, tyrants. impoſed ;, and 
procured to the inhabitants of Britain thoſe 
privileges and bleſſings which the ſaviour of 
the world procured for all. If, likewiſe, we con- 
ſider the manner in which the ancient prophe- 
cies were fulfilled, with regard to the place where 
the Meſſiah ſhould be born. His: parents lived 
in Nazareth, far from the place where provi- 
dence deſigned he ſhould be born. Juſt be- 
ſore this happy. æra took place, Cæſar ſent out 
a decree, that the land of Judea under Herod, 
being now made a Roman province, ſhoult be 
taxed, In compliance with this edict, Joſeph. 
and Mary repaired to Bethlehem, not becauſe 
it was the city to which Nazareth belonged, 
but becauſe it was the place where David was 
born, where all his deſcendants; were com- 
manded to make their appearance. Here the 
. was deliveted of her precious charge, 
and 
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and thus by the courſe of human events, 
without any premeditated deſign of the 
Parents of Chriſt; the prediction of the pro- 
phet was remarkably fulfilled. © That a ſtar 
| ſhould come out of Bethlehem.“ And 
thus it is that mankind while they ſeek only 
to gratify their own avarice and ambition, be- 
come inſtruments in the hand of Heaven to 
accompliſh the grand counſels of his eternal 
providence. At firſt fight it appears only the 
effect of chance, that Chriſt ſhould be born 
there; but if we carefully reflect, we ſhall find 
it pure deſigu. It was foretold that he ſhould 
be born at Bethlehem, the city of David, and 
ſo it came to paſs, as it were by accidental 
affairs, but a moſt wiſe and gracious deſign 
ſeems to run through the whole. If provi- 
derice was not concerned, what occaſion could 
there be for ſuch a minute taxing, and aſcer- 
taining the ſtrength of the nation in a time 
of perfect tranquillity and peace? the accom- 
pliſhment therefore, of things foretold, when 
accompanied with uncommon cifcumftances 
and fuch as certainly regard the unconſtrained 
M 4 motiong 
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motions. of the mind, will evidently prove | 
the Almighty and all-knowing God to intereſt 
bimſelf in the affairs of the children of men, 
and that nothing. how minute ſoever can fall 

out, unleſs directed or permitted by him. 

From general caſes, and ſuch as concern king- 
doms, and publick communities of men, we 
may deſcend to particulars; as all hiſtory is 
full of inſtances of this kind, where at firſt 
view we are apt to attribute ſome remarkable 
affair to mere chance, or fatal neceſſity; but as 
we go on, we obſerve the jntricate mazes of * 
Providence, to unfold themſelves, till at laſt 
the great plan is finiſhed, and we can have 4 
ſeries of regular, wiſe, and almoſt inviſible 
cauſes: then the wiſdom and contrivance of 
every part of the plot is diſplayed with pe- 
culiar luſtre z the whole ſcheme unravelled; and 
what we regarded as irregular, and the effect 
of chance, we now ſee full of beauty, and the 
moſt gracious deſign. 

Me are tempted to deny the reality of the 
Divine Providence, when we fee the wicked, 
| the . enemies to all religion and virtue, 

advance 
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advance to wealth, honour, and eaſe, while 
the honeſt, righteous man is often in the-ſoreſt 
afflictions and diſtreſs. We are apt to ſay 
chat mankind are not dealt with according to 
their characters in this world; however, if 
we conſult the hiſtory of the upright Job, 
all our doubts and difficulties will be cleared 
up. The great Judge himſelf bears witneſs 
to it, that he was a perfect and upright man, 
one that feared God, and departed from evil; 
that is, he was ſincerely virtuous, he never de- 
viated from the commands of God wilfully 
and deliberately, yet what bitter calamity be- 
fell him, to be deprived of every worldly good, 
and the fond hopes of a parent. One would 
imagine, if any incident of human life might 
| be called chance, it was ſurely this; a tempeſt 
aroſe and demoliſhed the buildings that con- 
tained his children; that ſeemingly was nothing 
but a natural cauſe. And the Sabeans only 


ated according to their uſual practice, and 
avowed principles of injuſtice and robbery, 
when they deprived him of his cattle. And 
bis friends found it fo difficult to reconcile 
| ſuch 
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ſuch an unhappy condition to the character of 


a good, virtuous man, that they charged him 
with the moſt odious crime, that of hypocriſy, 
aud exhiorted hint tb repent, with promiſes of 
mercy. Is not thy wickedneſs great, and 
thine iniquity infinite? therefore ſnares are 


tun about thee, and ſudden fear troubleth 


thee” It was their maxim, that guilt pre- 
ceded affliction, and that God puniſhed none 
of his creatures, but when they violated his 
commands. It is true that the Almighty 
| puniſhes none of his creatures, but with a 
view to their good; and Providence brought 
al this upon Job, with the wiſeſt and moſt 
gracious intentions to ſtrengthen him in vir- 
rue, to give be an example of reſigned piety 
to all future generations, and perhaps to en- 
flame the devotions of ſuperior beings, who 
ſaw foch ſteady and virtuous reſolutions in 
fuch low circumſtances. But though the ſu- 
preme Governor fuffered all thefe afflictions to 
befall him, the perfons that were acceſſary to 


ph told his brethren, meant for ill, they 
Ss had 


mem were not the Tefs criminal; they, as Jo- 
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had the crime of bad intention, but God permit 
ted ĩt ſor his good. For though the wiſe, juſt, | 
and holy Being overules the actions of wicked 
men, and makes them fubſervient ta very good 
purpoſes, and holds them as inſtruments in his 
hands, yet without invading or infringing their 
freedom of action, he cauſes their paſſions aun 
deſires to bring about ſome ſalutary ends; and 
works ſuch effects in human affairs, which to 
us ſeem accidental, but to him, certain and 
determined. As in the cafe. of Joſeph, Wo 
by his, brethren was inhumanly ſold to be a 
ſlave. for- life 3; what: a ſeries of contingencies 
afrerwards overtook him, which made it appear 
very unlikely that ever he ſhould be à partner 
of. a throne, or govern and preſerve the em- 
pire: where he was ſold a bond-flave, and ſub- 
jected to the horrors: of a dungeon; or even 
that the malice and cruelty of his brethren 

who had: made him an helpleſs exile from his 
native country, and the careſſes of à tender 
parent ſhould render him an inſtrument in the 
hand of Providence, to keep multirudes alive; 
or that they ſtiould be indebted for their ſup- 
A Port, 


192 SERMON XII. 
port, in time of famine, to him whom they 
- had maliciouſly bartered for money. The Al- 
mighiy, though he did not thwart theſe events, 
yet he bent them to the moſt merciful ends. 
The providence of God ſuffered every event 
to take its courſe, till his deſigns were fulfilled 
and then the contrivance was viſible. The 
benevolent God ſent him before them to ſave 
many people alive, and to witneſs to the whole 
Egyptian empire, who was the only living 
and true God, when afterward he reſcued 
the Ifraclites from mercileſs ſervitude, and by 
his mighty arm brought them to the deſtined 
Upon the whole then, we aſſert a provi- 
dence, not chance, or blind neceſſity, deftruc- 
tive of human liberty and moral government; 
a providence which ſecretly, and uniformly 
effects the purpoſes of God; a providence, 
_ waich by an infinite penetration cauſes a vaſt 
| wariety of means and inſtruments to bring 
about his wiſe deſigns, while every order of 
beings is ſtill left to act ſuitable to their re- 
ſpective nature and their rank in the creation: 
ſo 
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ſo that all circumſtances whatever are ob- 
ſerved, regulated, and conducted by God, and 
even thoſe that appear caſual, are in reality 

providential; and what we corruptly call chance 
is truly Providence. 
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Then Peter __ his mouth and ſaid, of a truth 
I perceive, that God is no reſpecter of perſons : 
but in every nation, he that feareth him, and 
worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted with him. 


N a diſcourſe on the nature, the extent, and 
importance of the apoſtolic commiſſion, I 
had occaſion to obſerve, that the Jews were 
under the influence of uncommon prejudice 
- with regard to the national diſtribution of the 
Divine favours. They imagined they were 
the only NP" on earth who enjoyed the 
ſtiend- 
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friendſbip and peculiar protection of Provi- 


_ dence... They looked upon the God of Heaven 


as. partial to their intereſts, and as deſpiſing 
and rejecting the reſt of mankind. Nor have 
we any reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the Apoſtles | 
were free from this weakneſs. The fame na- 
tional prejudices ſoured their tempers for a 
while, contracted their views and made the 
goſpel appear as a local and partial diſpen- 
ſation. "Ig 
The Apoſtle Pater received from the Lord, 
the divine comiſſion to preach the goſpel to 
all nations, yet he could not at once emerge 
from the depth of prejudice, or overcome thoſe. 
narrow conceptions of the Divinity, that were 
inſtilled into him, while as yet he was a mem- 
ber of the ancient difpenfation. The God of 
Abraham ſeemed to him the God of the Jews 
alone; the Meſſiah, the king of Iſrael, and 
the diſpenſer of truth, of judgment, and of 
ſalvation to this people only: ſo that we find, 
nothing leſs than a miracle could perſuade ham 
that the Deity was concerned for the hap- 
pineſs of all, 

But 


15 
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Bot while God was anxious for the re- 
covpery of the /of ſheep of ibe Houſe of Iſrael, 
while he was exerciſing every meaſure, con- 


ſiſtent with the general plan of his govern- 


ment, to bring the poſterity of Jacob to ſal- 


vation, he did not overlook the reſt of man- 
kind, but like a tender and mereiful father, 
he watched over them for good. | 

With peculiar pleafure he nouriſhed every 


ſon and daughter of Adam; with infinite ſatis- 


faction he beheld their upright intentions, and 
their anxious endeavours after virtue and pu- 
rity of nature. He faw, andloved the humble 


centurion, though ſprung from a Heathen 


ſtock. He ſaw him diftribute the gifts of Pro- 
vidence among the indigent, relieving the diſ- 


. trefſed, and adminiſtring the healing balm of 


comfort to the afflifted mind. He ſaw luxury 


. baniſhed from his board, and with the exult- 


ing tenderneſs of a parent, he received from 
this virtuous ſon the warm tribute of devotion, | 
- gratitude, and filial love. And in kindneſs to 


this worthy man, who was faithful over a few 
—_ the Almighty was not only pleaſed to 
Mani'elt 
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- manifeſt his approbation of his conduct in _@ 


perior motives to the practice of it. 
While he was in the exerciſe of fervent * 


votion be ſaw in 4 viſion, evidently, about the 


nintb bour of the day, an angel of God coming 
| aue bim, and ſaying, Cornelius, thy prayers and 
ht alms are come up as a memorial before God; 


and now [end men to Joppa, and call for. Simon, 
whoſe ſirname. is Peter, be ſhall inform thee what 


N thou oughteſt to &. From hence then we learn 


hat are the qualifications neceſſary for the re- 


ception of the goſpel. In the firſt place, a 
' virtuous improvement of that portion of know- 
ledge we already enjoy. Secondly, an honeſt 
candid, and + inquiſitive mind, not rendered 
haughty by pride, or incredulous by unreaſon- 
able and fooliſh ſuſpicions. And, laſtly, all 

| theſe good diſpoſitions to the truth, rendered 
ſubſervient to a humble, grateful, benevo- 
lent, and devout, purpoſe. Vain is the thirſt 
after, truth, vain the higheſt acquiſitions, in 
knowledge, unleſs rendered uſeful by a virtu- 

Vor. 1 N ous 
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peculiarly convincing manner, but to giye. him 
a farther knowledge of his duty as well as ſu- 


bus and à holy life. Cornelos vas endued 


with all theſe amiable diſpoſitions, he was 
humble in his deportment, charitable to the 


poor, pious towards God, and open to the re- 
ception of the truth: he ſuſpected not the re- 


ality of the viſion; but with a faith, equal to 
thar of the ancient patriarch, he believed God : 


and in obedience to the divine command, he 
ſent men to Joppa. And here it is worth 


while to examine the characters of thoſe meſ- 


ſengers. One, in particular, is faid to be a 


.. - devour ſoldier, and without doubt the other 
two were worthy and approved men; he very 


prudently did not chooſe to incur the imputa- 
tion of enthuſiaſm himſelf, or ſubje& the cauſe 
of God to the ſcoff of ſinners; by entruſting 


men of vicious characters with this really im- 


portant meſſage. There is à propriety to be 
obſerved upon all occaſions, Whether as re- 
ſpecting the things of this life, or thoſe of reli- 
gion and the eternal world. We ought to carry 
with us to all companies a religious temper; 


but reaſon will ſometimes direct us not to caſt 
pearls before ſwine; or like David, to be duo, 
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15 open. not aur mouths when the wicked are before 
1. Prudence will direct us when to ſuppreſs, 
and when, to let our zeal for the ſacred cauſe 
of religion break forth into a holy flame; when 
to. ſupport the evidence of Chriſtianity ; when 
to enforce its motives, ſanctions, and penalties. 
But to return to the ſubject. The ſervants of 
this devout centurion continued on their way, 
add found as the angel directed. But will 
Peter, the apoſtle of the circumciſion, attend 
theſe meſſengers to the houſe of a Heathen? 
will he mingle with thoſe who are ſtrangers 
to the common wealth of Iſrael, or preach 
the gapel of the ere to the uncircum- 
eint!!! 
Tes, this great preacher of Chriſtianity was 
ravght; now the diſtinctions of the law were. 
ceaſed; and God had ſhewed him, that he 
ſhould not call any man common or unclean ; 
directed, therefore, by the ſpirit, he came to 
the. houſe of Cornelius; where, when he heard 
from this juſt man what great things God had 
done for him, he became fully perſuaded that 
Gad. 1 the Cod of the Jews only, but alſo of 
; 8 the 
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the Gentiles ; of a truth, ſays be, I perceive that 
God is no dener of perſons, but in every na- 
them be that frareth bim, and worketh rigbiteouſa 
moſt, tbe ſane is accepted of him. As if he had 
ſaid, miſled by a national prejudice, and by 
partial repreſentations of the Deity, I be- 
lieved he gave his ſanction to the offices of re- 
ligion no where, but in the ſynagogues of the 
Jews ; I believed his goodneſs confined, ſo 
that while he was peculiarly anxious for the 
falvation' of the houſe of Jacob, he was in- 
different to the happineſs of the reſt of man- 
kind: but now I perceive that neither birth 
nor parentage, imply a-reaſon for the diſtribu- 
tion of his favours; and that in every nation, 
age, and clime, he that feareth him, and 
worketh righteouſneſs is acccepted with him.“ 
In what amiable light is the great God here 
pourtrayed, not as the weak Heathen divinities, 

led on by caprice in his partial exertions of 
power and goodneſs; not like them, a loca! 
titulary God of particular perſons, or a parti · | 
cular country: but as a God, whoſe juriſdic- 
_ , Hon reaches over all the real univerſe, taking 
i 4 ws i | in = | 
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in men, and their characters at one vaſt com- 
prehenſive view; diſtributing his bounty, not 
by a blind affection, or partial fondneſs, but 
with infinite juſtice, judgment and merey; 
for we are all bis offspring. He reſpects not 
the perſons of men, but where true worth 
prevails; wherever truth, virtue, and unaffected 
piety reſide, whether beneath the roofs of 
elegance and grandeur, or with humility 
beneath the ſhed of an obſcure cottage; it is 
all one, the prince, or the peaſant, if they are 
both equally virtuous, are both equally 'be- 
loved; they are plealing i in ws s light, and ac. 
cepted with A ooh 

From the words of the text, and this view 
of them we learn two things of great impor- 
rance; firſt, with regard to a right conception 
of the Divine Nature and his providence ; 
and ſecondly, with __ to the conduct of 
le. | 

iſt. We über from it chat reſpett of per- 
ſons, excluſive of their moral characters and 
eee, is inconſiſtent with the 1 nature of 

| eee God 
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God, and contrary to the univerſal och 
divine conduct. | 
ad. We learn from hence Pa cies. of 
3 or the terms upon which we may 
obtain the divine acceptance and favour. + 
Mien, as imperfect creatures, are liable to 
be caught by external appearances; ſome out- 
ward adventitious merit may hide from our 
view, a thouſand failings and vices within; 
we cannot always penetrate through the veil, 
and diſcloſe the villain in the ſecret corners 
ol his heart. A beauteous form, fine infinuat- 
1 ing addreſs, often appear to our misjudging 
eyes, as real and valuable excellencies, while 
oftentimes true merit, and illuſtrious worth 
eſcape our notice; concealed, as it were, from 
our view in courſe moulds and veſſels of earth. 
1 do not know how to account for it, but by 
reducing it to the general impreſs of frailty, 
and imperfection, ſtamped upon a creature's 
wind. There is as much caprice in the ex- 
ertion of our ſocial affections as in any thing; 
ve often like, or diſlike by a kind of inſtinct, 
or the impulſes of humour: ; d though, by the 
Way, 
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Wap, it ought to be obſerved, that in our cloſer 
and voluntary connections we are more de- 
liberate, and a man in conſequence, may be 
ſuppoſed to have ſome regard to the ſober 
dictates of right reaſon and diſcernment: But 
when the principle is diffuſed ſo as to take in 
the whole community, we ſeldom find many 
traces of cool deliberation, and a diſcernment 
of characters. One is adored as a patriot, who 
is perhaps ſapping the props of government, 
or ſending through the land a ſpirit of diſſi- 
- pation, irreligion, and vice, Another hears 
the acclamations of a kingdom, hail him the | 
hero of mankind, when reaſon tells us, that he 
| little deſerves the ö Another, perhaps, 
of ſuperior merit, is branded as a coward, or 
dragged by the unthinking capricious mul. 
titude to the block. How vain then the 
praiſes that flow from the tongues of the giddy 
world! how deſpicable their glory, and how 
little to be heeded, their migudging, or en- 
vious cenſures ! but it is our happineſs, that 
there is a perfect and juſt judge of human 
characters, a judge who perceives, as in open 
| N 4 | day, 
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mind, the generous ſympathy of the benevo- 


lent hearr, as well as the inward rancour, the 


5} lurking malice, the envenomed ſpite of every 


vicious ſoul, and will love or hate accordingly ; 
a judge, that with infinite rectitude determines 


dur moral characters, and beſtows a reward, 


or aſſigns a puniſhment proportionable to our 
merits or demerits. If this then be the caſe, 
we may very juſtly infer, that God is no te- 
ſpecter of perſons; I mean excluſive of their 
moral characters. It is true every virtuous, 
upright ſoul he reſpects, loves, and favours ; 
he regards them as his friends, and will, here- 
after teſtify his approbation of their conduct 
before thoſe aſſembled multicudes, on the laſt 
and tremendous day of judgment, when the 
Judge ſhall ſay to every good and pious man, 
whatever tribe he belonged to, whatever air 
he breathed, whatever language conveyed his 
prayer and praiſe to Heaven, or whatever ſta- 
tion he filled in life: Come, ye bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you, 
yu) the foundation of the world. 


But 
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"Bir cis is confiftetit with the eternal law of 


Þ tectitude and goodneſs ; congenial, therefore, 
with the nature of God, and infinitely worthy | 


the juſt ſovereign of the world. This doctrine 
ſpreads peace and happineſs through the uni- 


verſe; fills the good man with a rational and 
well- grounded confidence in the divine favour ; ; 
and while it pours a bitter draught to the cup 


cok the ungodly and the finner ; it lifts up the 
head of the righteous, when the waters of 
affliction roll over him, and bids him look up 


with ſatisfaction to the Father of ſpirits, the 
God of grace and conſolation, while the goſ- 
pel aſſures, that © there is no difference be- 
tween the Greek and the Jew, but that the 
ſame Lord over all, is rich unto all that call 
upon him.” While we art taught that God 

makes no difference, but what the moral cha- 
racters of men make; that all mankind are 
ſaved, or rejected, not by likings, or grudges 
unaccountable, but are juſlified by the eternal 


law of equity and goodneſs; by the law of 
_ Juſtice, but not that ſevere and inexorable 


Ante, untempered with mercy: while we are 


puniſhed 


| 
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puniſhed. according to our demerits, or ſaved 
by. the righteouſneſs of God, revealed by the faith 
of. Jeſus Chriſt, unto all, and upon all them that . 
believe, for there is no difference ; Rom, iii. 22. 
while we are taught by the ſpirit, that of a 
auth Ged 3 is no reſpecter of perſons, but that i in 
every nation, be that feareth bim is accepted with 
_ bun; while this is the language of inſpiration, 
can we diſpute the truth of it, and go about 
to erect a ſtandard for the divine conduct, ac- 
| cording to our own partial and unworthy. ap- 
preheoſions? ſhall we bid him, like ourſelves, 
be led by humour i in the communications of 
his goodoeſs, or indiſcriminately to puniſh, 
without reſpect to real characters and intrinſic 
worth of moral agents? vain preſumption! | 
the Divine conduct, is fixed as nature. The 


foundations of his diſpenſations, are laid 
y 5% deep in the : unalterable fieneſs of things ; in 


uk, in judgment, and mercy. Earthly mo- 
parchs may act as they will, they may lift an 
unworthy favourite to the ſummit of precarious 
2 or ſink the worthy man to the depths 

of temporal afflictions. They may confine 
A ; their 


% 
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their favours to the great and opulent, how- 
ever deſtitute of virtue, however abandoned 
to vice; but © their ways are not his ways; 
nor their thoughts his thoughts.” Obſcurity; 
and want, hide not the worthy from the all- 
ſearching eyes of God, nor — the vicious 
and the profligate. 

* God cannot be impoſed upon, or deceived 
in the ſeveral characters of the human race, 
but muſt know the good from the bad, elſe he 
is not a proper judge of the world; and if 
he knows the guilty and the righteous he muſt, 

as a juſt and holy Being, reward the one, and 
puniſh the other. Since theſe are truths, which 
the Infidel, as well as the Chriſtian muſt allow, 
the inference then is moſt highly apparent. 
« That of a truth, God is no reſpecter of per- 
ſons, but in every nation, he that feareth him and 
worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted with him.” 

Such is the amlable idea which the reli- 
gion of Jeſus, gives us of the Supreme' Go- 
vernor of mankind ; ſuch the delightful, juſt, 
and rational character of the Divinity; ſuch 
the holy, and juſt terms of our ſalvation. 

Be 
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de grateful, therefore, to the Father of lights, 
who has given us ſuch a view of his ways, 

methods of his providence, and the rules 

moral conduct; who bids us be happy here, 

by: a-life of virtue, and gives us Heaven in 

neverſion, as:the reward of our integrity. 
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1G nN... 
In my Father's houſe are many manſions. 


EAL goodneſs, generous diſintereſted 
benevolence, and ſincere piety, even when 
they are mixed with many imperfections are 
delightful objects of contemplation, Virtue 
commands admiration and reſpect. Integrity 
is ſure of the warm tribute of love and ap- 
plauſe from every honeſt mind. But when all 
the aſſemblage of virtues. and graces that can 
adorn a rational being, meet in one. upright 
N mind, 
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5 -” rafterz-a character entitled to the love and 
4 | neverence. of every intelligent being through 
che univerſe. Such is that of our Saviour; in 
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mind, they a moſt exalted perfe& cha- 


his life were diſplayed the moſt ſincere piety and 


L ö reaſonable devotion, the moſt cheerful reſigna- 


tion to the will of Heaven, and a pious ſub- 


miſſion to all the diſpoſals of Providence. His 
. religion was fincere, but without oſtentation; 


his benevolence and humanity mixed with the 
greateſt tenderneſs,” reached every object of 
diftreſs, untinctured by prejudice or revenge. 


I the haughty Scribe, or envious Phariſee, 


wanted his affiſtance, he withheld not his heal- 
ing hand, and even removed their doubts and 


ſeruples, when they were propoſed with an 


evil deſign. Humility marked his footſteps, 


and meekneſs and candour were ſtamped upon 
every action. Thus in every reſpect, his con- 


duct is a pattern for all believers, and his life 


the ſtandard of right piety towards God, and 
benevolence to men. We are therefore to 
- Jearn of bim the true eſtimate of life; and 


as he has 'taughr us, ſo we believe that he is 
_ Tee Toro. ANF. 
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the way; the truth and the liſe. He has 
unveiled the ſecrets of eternity, to the eyes 
of faith 3 and taught us, on what conditions 
ve are to inſure to ourſelves, the privileges of 
immortality. His ſentiments on this head 
are highly reaſonable, and if we conſider the 
nature of God, examine all the attributes of 
Divinity, we cannot diſpute the truth of What 
he aſſerts. While juſtice ſits ſovereign on the 
throne of God, and goodneſs and mercy ſoften 
its rigour ; and while conſummate knowledge 
and unerring wiſdom ſingle out objects of 
puniſhment or reward, who can doubt that all 
mankind ſhall be dealt with according to their 
reſpective characters. Divine Goodneſs will 


beſtow upon every individual, as great a por 


tion of happineſs as he is capable of enjoying. 
nn my Father's bouſe are many manſions ; grada- 
tions of felicity; various meaſures of enjoy- 
ment. It is, however, to be obſerved, that 
every member-of that ſacred and bleſſed com- 
munity. is to be happy; but ſtill in a juſt pro- 
portion to his progreſs in faith and holineſs. 
If it were not ſo, I would have been ſincere 
and 
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| nid hodeſt with you, I would have told you, 
end not have amuſed you with ſplendid hopes, 
__ wad" gay delufionsy with grand expectations, 
| n in 
3 I Whit renderneſs, inexpreible tenderneſs, of 
©. love-and friendſhip; has dur Saviour manifeſted 

0 dhe human race in this memorial that he 

- "has leſt behind him for comfort and ſupport 
dat che tioubles and annieties of life, to 
raiſe our drooping oourage, and kindle the 
dying ſparks of virtue and religion, and to 
engage us to ſtand our nde * 8 
aſſaults of temptations? es 
824 hough. theſe words - were zn medtately gi 45 
7 rected to the apoſtles, in order to inſpire them 

vith a ſtronger love of truch, and to preſerve 
their integrity amidft the ſtorms 'of perſecu- 
tion, and the unexpetted conflict they were 
to undergo, by the death of their "miſter, / yet 
it was calculated for the be good of futurity ; 
the benefit 0 Chriſtians in all ages of of 
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the 
world. It contains matter of excellent in- 


fruction, and is a Py of the -purity and — 
= reaſonableneſs x, 
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nat troubled at the proſpect thut is now be- 
fore: you, but arm yourſelves with conſtancy 


all hoping to be admitted. 
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and reſolution; for Heaven, who . perceives 
the actions of the good, and applauds their 
virtue; will reward them hereafter, for. they 


ſhall. enjoy as much real happineſs as their 
natures are capable of reis: IP 


men ſhall be the happieſt men. 
In diſcourſing farther from os a 1 ral | 
prin more at large.what our Saviour meant, 
by the expreſſion. - © * my F ather's houſe 


* many manſions,” i 12 


It is not certain 3 5 Hiſciples | un 
ſtood what their maſter would ſignify by his 
Pather's _ houſe, though they. might have coh- 
kidered that he always called God his father, | 


and conſequently that he had heaven in view, 


or a place of future and evetlaſting happineſt: 
- but be that as it will, it is certain, that he 
ſpeaks of the bleſſed ſtate, to which we are 
-_ In my Father's 
Houſer are many manſions,” is. thus highly 

Vor. I. E expreſſive 


— 
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erpreſſive of thoſe degrees of enjoyment, thoſe 

gradations of real felicity and honour, which 
virtuous ſouls, according to their proportions 
of holineſs, their different progreſs in real 
religion will partake of; and this in alluſion 
t the different apartments aſſigned in the 
palaces of kings, to thoſe of different orders 

and employments. The text will, therefore, 
bear the following paraphraſe. „ Ye have 
hitherto amuſed yourſelves with high hopes of 
temporal happineſs; ye imagined yourſelyes 
in the retinue of a monarch, and ſaw your- 
ſelves in fancy, raiſed to the higheſt places i in 
his kingdom; but now every appearance of 
worldly honour,” wealth, and power, is 
"vaniſhed; and inftead of theſe, . perſecution, 
poverty, and contempt, ſeem to await you; 
arm yourſelves, therefore, with courage and 
"reſolution, prove yourſelves the warm and 
| ſteady advocates of truth and goodnes/for if 
You do thus, great will be your reward; the 
*recompence, of your virtue ſhall exceed your 
| moſt 3 for in * 


* houſe 
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houſe are many manſions, in that ſeat of 
bliſs and glory to which I am ſoon to remove 
| from you, are a variety of pleaſures ſuired to 
the diſpoſitions of my followers; various de- 
grees of glory and happineſs, where every one 
ſhall be exalted according to his real worth, 
his advances in piety and virtue, his improve 
ment in truth, and moral perfections. Strive, 
therefore, to render yourſelves worthy of the 
higheſt places in the kingdom of God ; be not 
fatisfied with low degrees of goodneſs, but 
deſpiſe every gratification of animal nature, 
when it interferes with your duty, or retiders 
you indifferent to the things of God: for I aſſure 
you again, that they who ſow plentifully ſhall 
reap plentifully'; and thoſe that ſow ſparingly, 
ſhall reap alſo ſparingly. Wiſdom, and juſtice 
have ſo ordered it. And ſhall the infinite Being 
recede from his promiſe, or alter the meaſures 
of his government ?” 
I now proceed to examine the evidence, 
Sit reaſon” and ſcripture, for the truth of. 
_ text, And firſt, we draw an undiſputable 
595 O 2 argu- 


urzument from the juſtice of God, that man- 
kind ſhall receive according to their works. 
What ſhall we fay of the haughty ſons of 

_ diſobedience? will Heaven reward their infi- 

Adelity, approve of their acts of extortion, in- 
Juſtice, and ctuelty, or ſmile on their impiety, 
and contempt of God? rather vengeance will 
be hurled on their guilty ads, and juſtice 
will overtake them in theil career. of vice. 
But in puniſhment, God his an inviolable 
reſpect to equity, and in puniſhing, be is in- 
finitely juſt; without partiality or cruelty, | 
There is a certain degree of puniſhment for 
every inſtance of diſobedience and fin ; for 
as every vice is different, with regard to its 
"nature and extent, ſo the puniſhment entailed 

upon it muſt be alſo different: covetouſneſs is 

a fin, extortion is a greater. An indifference, 

with regard to the things of God, is mani- 

feſtly wrong, and has certainly its puniſhment ; 

but a total irreligion, is a higher degree of 

depravity and corruption. Malice and envy 

| CEE POOLE ar 


L murder 7 


_ others, And, does not juſtice, as well as 


covetouſneſs, will be puniſhed,” but. not R 


not maleroleneeg feel the band of juſtice 


 thatdifferent degrees of virtue and holineſs, hell 
enjoy different degrees of happineſs and glory. 


the Chriſtian temper, than others in the ſame 
 cireutnſtances, and with the ſame- advantages 
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murder, is by far more deſtructive; and the 
1aft ſtage of degeneracy and injuſtice : ſo that 
upon the whole, we infer, that if there are de- 
grees in fin, and various ſtages of iniquity; 
the puniſhment hereafter, will be proportioned 
to the demerit of the action, that is, will be 
every way adequate to the crime. Thus then 


in the ſame or I 


E 
8 
Aud thus onda dow Ty + 


It is certain that fome have made a greater and 
more illuſtrious acquiſition in the virtues of 


and privileges. Some are more indolent and 
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tinguiſhed; and diligept, watchful virtue more 
highly rewarded, than he that is ſlothful and 


indifferent in the works of piety and goodneſs. 


He that relieves diſtreſs, when it comes in his 
way, is an object worthy of praiſe and eſteem ; 


but he excites a much higher degree of admi- 
ration and love, who ſeeks opportunities of 


doing good finds off the wretched in the 
houſe of pain, and relieyes the unhappy. And 
this diſintereſted, benevolent diſpoſition ; this 
amiable-tenderneſs and humanity, lays a foun- 
dation for ſuperior, and. more exalted degrees 
of happineſs. Greater is his virtue, who bears 
the burden and bear of the day; who perſe- 


trials, and bravely quits the pleaſures of life; 


reſigus honour, wealth, and eaſe, and ſubmits 
to perſecution, poverty, and contempt, while 
adhering to the cauſe of truth, and the dic- 
tates of conſcience, than his who has none 
of theſe trials to ſtruggle with, none of _ 
a to put his virtue in diſgrace. -;. 
But we muſt obſerve, that though we prov 


ecive - different degrees of goodneſs in moral 
beings, 
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beings, though in ſome, we behold piety and 
benevolence ; a cheerful reſignation to the will 
of Heaven, and an enlarged diffuſive good» 
will to man, ſhine with a noble luſtre ; while 
theſe, amiable virtues, theſe divine qualities 
ſeem faint and languid in others ; yet we are 
not to make ſuch an enormous diſtinftion 
between them in a future ſtate, as Heaven 
and hell: this is paſſing all bounds of reaſon 
and . propriety. We ſhould rather, agreeable 
to the declaration of the goſpel, ſay, that they 
both ſhall be happy, though in different de- 
grees. He whoſe pound gained ten pounds, 
was made a ruler over ten cities; and he whoſe 
pound gained five pounds, was made to have 
authority over five cities. Behold, then, the 
juſtice of God, in aſſigning every one his por- 
tion according to his deſert; while he that 
had made no improvement forfeited even that 
which he had. — REY: 

His eye perceives. even the niceſt n= 
tions in the qualities and diſpoſitions of his 
accountable. creatures, and his hand will as 
04 nicely 
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= Hicely diſpoſe of their future conditions. He 
d empharieully repreſented as weighing vs in 
- the balance, in the unerring ſcale of infinite 
Juſtice j his deciſions are all equitable, arid no 
one ſhall ever have any reaſon - bag — 

ſeverity or partiality. How happy then, 

— even accountable to n 
| ofthe iriKeſt jantes, and moſt pertect good- 
nels; to be puniſhed or rewarded by him who 
never can be-influenced by any private intereſt, 

malice, or revenge, and how favourable this de- 
claration of our Saviour is to the cauſe of virtue ; 
| how well calculated to inſpire us with a noble 
ardour, to excel in every inſtance of univerſal 
righteouſneſs ; [- will leave every reaſonable 
being to determine. When he confiders, that 
upon this ſcheme there is no point to limit 
our happineſs, ao boundary to circumſcribe 
dne feliciry of virruous minds ;- but chat ii 
muſt till increaſe, as we increaſe in abet 
the ſettled conditions, on which we are to 
obtain an admiſſion into theſe manſions of 
dae þ 0 


Here 
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- Here reaſon and intereſt plead in behalf of 
virtue and religion, though too often ſilenced 
by the hurry of the world. Far, from giving 
ſanction to vice or juſtify a partial obedience, 

they condemn every regular ſtep, or even in- 

difference to good things, Let us, therefore,” 
endeayour to excel in every thing that is vir- 
tuous and praiſe-worthy, and by patient con- 
tinuance in well doing, ſeek for glory, honour, - 
and immortality. It is a noble and laudable 
ambition to aim at being foremoſt in the liſt of - 
good men. Whatever acquiſitions : we may 

make in other things, a» few years will render 
uſeleſs ; but real goodneſa is an acquiſition that 
will never fail, nor diſappoint its owner; this will 
brighten up the clouded proſpect of futurity, and 
prove a perpetual feaſt of happineſs and glory. 
| You have heard that the reward of the righteous, 
in a future ſtate, ſhall be proportioned to the de- 
grees of their improvement in this. If they have 
ſown. bountifully, they ſhall alſo reap bounti- 
fully; if with greater zeal they have applied 
themſelves to the ſtudy. of the divine per- 


fections 
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loſe its reward. But the ſame diſpoſitions and 
affections, the ſame habits and deſires, which 
they contracted in this life, ſhall attend them 
to the other world, where God, who loveth 
goodneſs, will reward every inſtance of im- 
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fections and works, they ſhall then be ad- 
mitted to a more intimate knowledge and 


communion with God. And, if having well 
improved their religious advantages to the 
important purpoſes of an holy life; they have 
been careful to adorn their nature, with every 
uſeful accompliſhment, they ſhall then alſo be 
proportionably more happy in their own re- 
flections. Not one good action they perform, 
not a ſincere attempt to promote the honour 


provement in it, with proportionably higher 
expreſſions of his favour through eternal ages. 
According to the apoſtle, the ſaints at the re- 
ſuttection, ſhall be advanced to as many de- 
grees of perfection and happineſs, as there are 
ſtart in the firmament of Heaven, which differ 
_ one another: in glory. There is one glory 
01 271 of 
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of the ſun, ſays be, another glory of the moon, 
another glory of the ſtars, for one ſtar differeth 
from another in glory; z ſo alſa is the reſur- 
rection of the dead. Oh ! what an admirable 


tendency hath this to beget in us an ardent 
love to God, a ſincere affection to Jeſus Chriſt, 
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and univerſal benevolence to the whole hu- 


man race, as being neceſſary to qualify us for 
manſions of glory, and exalted degrees of 
| happineſs, where we ſhall be above the want 
of pity, above the reach of pain. As, there- 
fore, we hope for admittance into the king- 
dom of God at laſt; let us now obey his. 
commands, let us give our attendance on the 
ſolemn exerciſes of religion. Let us bring 
into the temple of God, hearts prepared 
to receive the truth in the love of it; and 
above all, ſtudy to practice according to 
the directions given us, and ſhew in our 
| lives; that we have not received the grace 
of God in vain; - but grow in grace, and 
the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


and let the peace of God rule in our heart. 
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text; Lord make me know mine end, and the 
PII ED} that I may know 


* 


FUNERAL SERMON. 


PS AL MS XXXIX. . 


Lord make me know mine end, and the meaſure of 


my days, what it 383 that 1 may know how frail 
I am. 


I T is worthy of a reaſonable being to reflect 


on the infirmity of his nature; and with 


* royal prophet to put up to the author of 


his life, the ſerious and uſeful petition in the 


bow 


„ 8 E RM JN, XV. 
© "how frail I aw. But mortality is a theme, 
-- that but ſew chooſe to dwell upon. The vi- 


f 23 0 a —ä — pos a Ag = : * * 
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dis with horror and confulion anticipate this 


wn. 


-* gloomy hour; and even the virtuous ſhrink 

” at the approach of death, and dread the un- 
tried gulph. But how unreaſonable is it to 
yt, our ears againſt the calls of vature, and 
hurry *way our lives in 4 pleaſing, but dan- 
gerous deluſion ? Every circumſtance about 
us proves us mortal, and with filent eloquence, 
points to that folemn hour; when nature, 
burdlened with pain and diſeaſe, ſhall flruggle 
in the arms of death; and with reluctance, 
break from an earthly priſon, to explore the 

- hidden myſteries of the inviſible worlc. 
Ho frail is human nature! how few the 
days of man! and with what variety of misfor- 
tunes, and afflictions, are thoſe few chequered! 
from the cradle to the grave, in continual 
apprepenſions of death ; and for ever ſubject 
$0. ſome diſquietudes, that embitter his en- 
jerments; liable to a thouſand unſeen acci- 
dents that may eaſily cut the thread 


of life, 


and 


* | | 1 

3 * * ο⏑ ui wy. 
and unhinge the mi. ge"? We ana 
exiſtance. * N 
But is this the Ane eisen of 2 ca- 
pricious being? Is it an unreaſonable taſk 
aſſigned us by a mercileſs tyrant, without” any 
' defign but to gratify a cruel diſpoſition; or 
rather the wiſe appointment of a kind, be- 
nevolent and tender parent; are they not the 
appointments of that Supreme Being, whoſe 
providence* controlleth all events in nature: 


are they not manifeſtly tending to produce the 


beſt effects, by advancing the perfection and 
felicity of reaſonable beings; and to convey 
infinitely greater bleſſings ro the world than 
long life; an uninterrupted ſucceſſion of health, 
peace, and plenty? The one inclines us to 
think ſeriouſly, for "what purpoſes we were 


made; what great end the Almighty had in 


view; what is the buſineſs of our lives, ahd 
in what manner we ought to ſpend our few 
and uncertain days; it tends to wean our 
affections from an imtmoderate ſolicitude after 
the periſning enjoyments and fleeting vanities | 
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enden days, tend, im Jaden and 


relax- our virtuous purpoſes; to enfeeble our 


tts liſe, to wiſh for. any better beyond the 


ti give too high a. reliſh for the pleaſures of 


grave. It follows chen, that it is very uſeful, 
frequently to contemplate on the ſhort du- 
W ene 
and praſperity, we are liable to the moſt ſud- 

deg.[aranfuions, to; the moſt gloomy and un- 


comfortable circumfiances, and -fickneſs may 


unexpettedly incapacitate us for the pleaſures 
may arreſt us in full purſuit of pleaſure ; when 
- ith mirth; for what is the life of man? It is 

© ſage, 00-6; weer, that apprareth; for 4 while 
_ | $4 * EPL ERS and 
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on vaniſbeth away; or, to the flower. of the 


field that now unfolds its beauties to the 


rifing ſun; and laviſh of its treaſure, fills. the 


air with its fragrant perfume, when, anon, 


the levelling ſeythe cuts it off in the bloom 
of vegetable liſe; or, the unfriendly cold, 


blaſts the tender plant; the vigorous juice no 


longer circulates life, and lo! it withers and 


dies! What an apt ſimilitude this to human | 


life! how expreſſive of the various diſaſlers 


3 
1 
of 


| to which we are liable in every ſtage of it! 


to how many deaths are we. liable, before we 


reach. the bloom of youth ! what variety | 
diſorders may tear off the union between ſoul 


and body and how very few reach the deſtined - 


period of threeſcore years and ten! Some linger 
out their lives in pain and anxiety, and ſee 
death approach with a flow, but a ſteady 
pace; while others are ſwept off, as it were, in 


a, moment, when the ſolemn, hour. ſeemed afar 
off, How proper, how uſeſul then is the ſenti>- 


ment in the text? how reaſonable and juſt 
to think of death, and ro, wake a juſt pro- 
4 viſion for. Ez ſince we All gull die, and 
Vor —— P enter 


Ts 
Eq 
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We $ERM ON xv. 
enter an unknown ſtate, where our conditions 
will be determined according to our merir. 
What can be more reaſonable than to make 
_ all proper proviſſon for ir, and be always in 
readineſs whenever Infinite Wiſdom ſhall think 
fir to call? And to this end, we muſt firſt 
have a juſt ſenſe of the ſhortneſs and uncer- 
taiiry of life, and its beſt accommodations; 
and frequently with the holy Pfalmift, in the 
text, fay, Lord make me know mine end,” 
Ec. let me be always ſenſible of the frailty 
and mortality of my nature ; ler me be ever 


SY conſcious, that there is but a thin partition 


| between this life and another ; but an uncer- 
tain breath that divides the ſenſible from the 
- Inviſible world; and that when a few ſands are 
run, I muſt pay the tax laid on humanity, and 

_ bid an Eternal adieu to all the — of 
life. | 
The advantages that would neceſſarily wiſe 
- from a juſt ſenſe of the infirmity of our nature; 
and from frequent and ſerious conſiderations of 
our wha, * are various, and of the higheſt | 


im france; 
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un vaniſheth away , to the Moder of "the 
field, that now JN its beauties to the 
rifing ſun; and laviſh of its treafure, fills the 
air with its fragrant perfutne, when, "ahon, 
thi tevelling feythe cuts it off in the bloom 
of vegetable life; of, the ufriendly <old, 
blaſts the tender plant ; the vigorous juice no 
. longer eirculates life, and. 16) it Ficker and 
dies! What an apt fimilitude this to human 
| life? how expreſſive of the various diſüflers 
to which we are flable in every ſtage of it! 

to how many deaths are we liable, before we 
| reach the bloom & youth! what viriety o 

diſorders may tear off the unith between Gul | 
and body! and how very few reach the deſtined 
period of three/core years and fen! Somme liuger 
dot their lives in pain and abxiety, ad Nee 
_ Teath sppröach With a o but à  ftekdy 
pace; while others are ſwept off, as it were, it 
motnent, when the'ſolethn nut Teethel hfar 
off. How proper, how uſeful Mu is the ſenti- 
ment in the tert? how "Fedfondble ufd jut 


t chink f death; and to mäke à juſt prö⸗ 
__ _ viſto ſor it; ſince we all tuft die, and 
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enter 


6 2 * 
_Y 


SERMON * 
22 an unknown ſtate, where our conditions 
uin be determined according to our merit. 
= . can. be more reaſonable than ro make 
= all proper proviſion for it, and be always in 
readineſs whenever Infinite Wiſdom ſhall think 
fit to cal? And to this end, we muſt firſt 
have a juſt ſenſe of the ſhortneſs and uncer- 
tainty of life, and its beſt accommodations ; 
| and frequently with the holy Pſalmiſt, in the 
1 ay, Lord make me know mine end,” 
Kc. let me de always ſenſible of the frailty 
2 Mortality of my nature ; let me be ever 
I | conſcious, that there is bot a thin partition 
WW ' between. this life. auch another ; but an uncer- 
dais breath chat . divides the ſenſible from the 
| Joviſible world; ang that when-a-few "ſands are 
E * Tung I muſt pay the tax laid on bumanity, and 
L bid. an eternal adieu * all the ments: of e 
„ . & fo Yo?! 5 1 $54 
_ The advantages. 3 1 niceffarily ariſe 
= from a juſt ſenſg, of the, infirmity of our nature; 
* and from frequent and ſerious. conſiderations of 
E our mortality are. various, wh e digen f 
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n for, in the firſt-place, when we 
are ever ſenſible, that our lives ate ſhort and 
uncertain; and that the advantages and pleat 
fares attending a courſe of fin, are at beſt bit 
ſhort” lived and precarious; we muſt necef. 
ſarily be influenced! to make ſome proviſion 
for that world, to which we are all haſtening. 
When beſet with a temptation of any kind; 
the thought that he can emoy the benefits 
ariſing from it (if there be any) but 2 very 
ſhort time, and that ſoon he muſt pay "dear © 
for the ſollies and irregularities of this Wet © 
vould take off the edge of paſſion,” and prove 
a moſt effectual reſtraint n eee 

of ſin. N nis E tet i 
I would not be a to inculeate ſuch 
an unteaſonable piece of ſeverity, as to bring 
in the picture of death, to damp all the inno- 
cent enjoyments and recreations of life. This, 
inſtead of inſpiring us with cheeiſal piety, and 
rational devotion, would beget in us àa gloomy, 
ſuperſtitious habit of mind. Tbe deſign of 
our Maker, in the formation of reaſonable 
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_ Fa diſcountenances it; he bids 1s hed 
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ey life in peace and comſott: and it was 
| ae end of aur Saviour's coming into the world 
e deliver thoſe, who, through a ſervile fear 
e death, were all their life-time ſubject to 
Hondage.... The Almighty. bleſſed us with a 
_ kind of inattention to our latter end; he has 
 Blanted- round. us ſuch a. variety of pleaſing 
objeRs, as make us, in ſome, meaſure, in- 
ſenſible of, our martality, but at the ſame time 
he, takes abundant care, to let us know we 
-are:mortal, and to aſſure the living that they 
muſt die. Thoſe ſymptoms of death that we 
"feelin; our on conſtitutions, and the de- 
pPartute of friends and acquaintance, are fre- 
quent momentos of our own end, and conſpire 
dere us ſuch a; ſerious, turn of mind, as, to 
preſerve; us from- a diſſipation and levity of 
* — o the great end; of our 
being, and a faoliſn inattention to the duties 
x of-life, and ide directions of reaſon and con- 
| ſcience; 80 that» from, hence, we may gather, 
chat it is ot Maker's, will, that we ſhould ſo 
aſten contemplate. the frailty and ſhortneſs of 
* ag toi turn our hearts to wiſdom and 
| goodneſs : 
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importance: for, i in the firſt place, whe 
are ever ſenſible, that our lives are ſhori = 
uncertain; and that the advantages and plea- 
ſures attending 2 courſe of ſin, are at beſt hut 
ſhort lived and | precarious; ve muſt nece(- 
ſarily be influenced to make ſome. proviſion 
for that world, to which we are all haſtening. 
When beſet with a temptation of any kind; 
the thought that he can enjoy the benefits 
ariſing from it (if there be any) but a very 
ſhort time, and that ſoon he muſt pay dear 
for the follies and irregularities of this life, 
would take off the edge of paſſion, and prove 
a moſt effectual reſtraint againſt the allurements 
ol ſin. 
I would not be chought to Wc fuch 
an unreaſonable piece of ſeverity, as to bring 
in the picture of death, to damp all the inno- 
cent enjoyments and recreations of life. This, 
inſtead of inſpiring us with cheerſul piety, and 
rational devotion, would beget in us a gloomy, 
ſuperſtitious habit of mind. The deſign of 
dur Maker, in the formation of reaſonable { 
| beings, plainly diſcountenances it; he bids us 
P 2 enjoy 
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7 ne n 'peace' and comfort; and it was 
hd of our Saviour s coming into the world 


* "26 deliver thoſe, "who, through a ſervile fear 
fed, were all their Lie- tiene Tubje@ to 
te, Thc © Almighty bleſſed us with' a 
Find of ihattention' to our latter end; he has 
5 Je” round us ſuch a variety” of pleaſing 
: objects,” 25 make us, in ſome meaſure, in- 
*Fenfible of our mortality, but at the ſame time 
he takes abundant care, to let us know we 
ate mortal, and to affure the living that they 
- muſt die. Thoſe ſymptocms of death that we 
feel in our own conſtitutions, and the de- 
parture of friends and acquaintance, are fre- 
quent mamentos of our own end, and conſpire 


to give vs ſuch a ſerious turn of mind, as to 
-preſerve us from a diffipation and levity of 


hart; @ ſorgetfulneſs of the gteat end of our 
being, and a fooliſh inattention to the duties 
of life, and the directions of reaſon and con- 
ſeience. 80 that from hence we may gather, 
that it is our Makers will, that we ſhould ſo 
oſten ronterphare the frailty and ſhortneſs of 
this life, as to turn our hearts to wiſdom and 
BEND | $73 | goodneſs: 


2 
8 
= 
1 — 


goodneſs: and make our conduct Reidy ald 
uniform: for ' conſiſtent life, and ſteadineſs 
| in virtue alone, can ſtrip. death of it terri 6 
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and turn its gloomy: paſſage to a ſhining 


path; # paſſage co life, light, and glory. 


This is the great deſign of our Creator to 
make us capable of happineſs in all the 
changing ſcenes of liſe; and even to make us 


eaſy under the immediate apprehenſions of 


death. But how is this happineſs to be at- 
tained, and how can nature bear the ſhocking 
thought of a diſſolution ?- vice can prove but 
a weak friend, nor can its moſt tranſporting 
joys” give. eaſe, or ſo much as prove a balance 
againſt the floctuating uncertainties of the 


preſent exiſtence ; how miuch lefs guard againſt 


the terrors of the evil day; for the vicious 
muſt look back on their former courſes with 


confuſion, and befote them with terror : how 5 


can he bear the dreadful thought of quitting 
his dear enjoyments, and without any prepara- 
tion for it, enter an unknown world. When 


the hour of death approaches, if they are ca- 


pable of reflection, they mult feel and own, 
1 that 
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| "that all cheir-purſuits have been vanity; that 


JoAnn 5 90d that a life. to be ſpent. over again 
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tation. in death ! what a folly to ſpend any 
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they ought 16 have ſecured ſome noble enjoy- 


ia ahbe Game: inſignificant. and trifling manner, 
de Object unworthy of a ſingle 
win: if theſe will be our ſentiments at the 
conclafion: of hie; it cannot ſorely be im- 
proper to inculcate them upon thoſe, who 
may apprehend fuch a period at the greateft 
diſtance. Ie. cannot be unreaſonable to put up 


the [petition in the text. Death viſits us in 
Every hape. Death ſweeps away the young, 
dhe old, the | ſtrong, and the weak: it is a 
matter then, of univerſal concern; in every 
age of life we are liable to be cut off; in 
che vigour and ſtrength of youth, as well as 
in feeble age. The earlieſt part of life can- 
not be too eatly to anticipate the ſentiments, 
that we. ſhall form, at its cloſe; when we ſhall 


ſee things in a much juſter light than 


we e do at preſent. Can we be wiſe too ſoon? 
Wbet a pity, it is, that we ſhould ſpend half 


a life, in a manner that will yield us no ſatis- 


part 
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goodneſs: and make our conduct ſteady and 
uniform : for a conſiſtent life, and ſteadineſs 
in virtue alone, can ſtrip death of it terror, 
and turn its - gloomy paſſage to + ſhiving 
path; ® paſſage to life, light, and glory. 
This is the great deſign of our Creator to 
make us capable of happineſs in all the 
changing ſcenes of life ; and even to make us 
ealy under the immediate apprehenſions of 
death. But how is this happineſs to be at- 
tained, and how can nature bear the ſhock ing 
thought of a diſſolution? vice can prove but 
a weak friend, nor can its moſt tranſhasting 
Joys. give caſe, or ſo much as prove a balance 
againſt the fluctuating uncertainties ef the 
preſent exiſtence; how much leſs. guard againſt 
the terrors of the evil day; for the vicious 
muſt look back on their former courſes: with 
confuſion, and before them with terror: how 
can he bear the dreadful: thought of quitting) 
his dear enjoyments, and without any prepara- 


tion for it, enter an unknown world! * When | 
the hour of death approaches, if chey are ca- 


* of reflection, they mult feel and on, 
that 


n i e 1 . 
char all theilt purſuits have been vanity \ that 
they dught to have ſreured ſome noble enjoy- 
ments; ant! that's lite to be ſpent over again 
in the ſime "infignificace and trifling | 1anner, 
would BY at objett voworthy of a. ſiogle 


wh if t theſe will be our ſentiments at the - * 


concluſion of life; it ca cannot ſurely be im- 
proper t incolcate them upon thoſe, who 
ande It cannot be unreaſonable to put up 
_ the petition. in the text. Death viſits us in 


every ſhape. Death ſweeps away the young, 
_ the old, the ftrong, and. the weak: it is a 


matter then, of © univerfal concern ; in every 


flage er life we are liable to be cut off; in 
the vigour and ſttength of youth, as well as 
in ſeeble age. The carlieſt part of life can- 
not be too early to anticipate the ſentiments, 
that we ſhall form at irs cloſe; when we ſhall 
certainly fee things in a much juſter light than 


Ve do at preſent. Can we be wiſe too ſoon? 


What a pity it is, that we ſnhould ſpend half 
a liſe, in a manner that will yield us no ſatis- 
faction in death! what a folly to ſpend any. 
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: part. of our time in ſuch, a courſe. as wil 


heighten our diſtreſs in the ſolemn, trying 


hour! What madneſs to be inattentive to the 2 
means of our happinefs, and to put off from 


one's VigWs that important time, when ſoul 
oa body ſhall be rent aſunder, and we ſhall 
be ſummoned before the awſul tribunal of a 
juſt Divinity. Then, O my ſoul, do thou 
frequently look forward, and anticipate that | 


4 hour, when all the pleaſures and enjoyments 


of ſenſe, will be incapable of. affording one 
beam of comfort. Behold che ſilent tomb 
a waits thee, ready to incloſe that vehicle in 
which thou art now acting thy probation 1 
ready to ſwallow the laſt remains of pride and 
inſolence! While opportunity offers, let us 
avail ourſelves of every moment. Let us con- 
duct ourſelves in ſuch a manner, that death 
may be a triumphant entry into thoſe regions of 
joy where 3 virtue war meet a no- 
ble reward, 12 . 
Our friends, relations, r are 
daily moving their places of abode, continually 
oy the ſcenes of. * "_—_ day pre- 
ov F297 8 | T ſents 
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ivvteality. Wo 

e who lately affifted + in our public de- 
-votlons at this place, and joined us in prayer 
und praiſe to the Supreme Being, is now no 
ire to us. Death bas drawn up his black 
veil, and interrupted all communications be- 
"tween him and us. That tongue that lately 
"Joined in ſolemn thankſgiving, is now become 
" uſelebs. Death has ſtiffened thoſe limbs, that 
"2 few days. ago were active in the concerns of 
"life, The powers of animal nature are now,ceaſed, 
"have performed their laſt functions, and the 
is diſembodied ſoul, where Heaven has judged fit, 


; - waiting the great and awful event of the judge- 


ment day, when the graves ſhall reſign their 
chase of ages; a period of univerſal concern! 
Won all mankind ſhall be aſſembled in one vaſt 
multitude to receive an eternal doom, * 
to their works. 
2 To us it may appear that if God had, for | 
| - #\longer; while, kept in life, one that we were 
wumestiy connected with, it might be betzer 
e beteral accounts. The death of a tender 
PE | parent 3 
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courſe as "will 


part of our time in ſoch a 
heighten our diſtreſs in the ſolemn trying 


hour!” What madneſs to be inatrentive to the 


means of our happineſs, and to put off ſrom 
one's view, that important time, when ſoul 
and body ſhall be rent aſunder, and we ſhall 
be ſummoned before the. awſul tribunal of a 
juſt Divinity. Then, O] my ſoul, do thou 
frequently look forward, and _ anticipate that 


hour, when all the. pleaſures and enjoyments - --* 
of ſenſe, will be incapable of affording one 


beam of comfort. Behold the ſilent tomb — 


. awaits thee, ready to incloſe that vehicle in 
which thou art now acting thy probation ! 
ready to ſwallow the laſt remains of pride and 


inſolence ! While opportunity offers, let us 


avail ourſelves of every moment. Let us con- 


| duct ourſelves in ſuch a manger, that death 
may be a triumphant entry into thaſe regions of _ 


joy where undiſſembled virtue will meet a no- 
ble reward. | 
| Our friends, relations, and acquaintance are 


| daily moving their places of abode, continually 


"Hifring the ſcenes of exiſtence. Each day, pre- 
fer. 
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denn ome feln neee 
meal, C 
Hie who lately aſſiſted in our e * 


mote to us. Death has drawn up his black 
vil; and interrupted all communications be- 


teen um and us. That tongue that lately 


joined in ſolemn thankſgiving, is now become 


* 4 cen Death” has ſtiffened thoſe limbs, that 
| a few days ago were active i in the concerns of 
ie. The powers of animal nature are now ceaſed; 
ive” performed "their laff functions, and the 


is diſembodied foul, where Heaven has judged fit, 
waiting the great and awful event of the judge 
ment day, when the graves ſhall reſign their 
charge of ages 3 a period of univerſal concern 
ben all mabkind ſhall be aſſembled i in one vaſt 


multicude to receive an eternal doom, 
to "their "works. e 


1 


Jo us it may appear chat if God had, for 


—— 1 x „ „ „ 


5 a longer while, kept in life, one that we were 
intimately connected with, it might be better | 
on beer counts. The death of a tender 

5 parent; N 


voting at this place, and joined us in prayer 


according 


2 


5 Barett Un fn theme, ther h. 
uu bender Fmpaadifig emen Bur de 
©. line dd we khow af the ways of God har 
 confuied are oute views of the great; utivetſal 
| Creator ! Providence may by this, be \planning 4 
- their happineſs, and future ſalvation; har C 
ho knows what is beſt, does always what 2 
right; and it is our duty to endeavour to be 


its way; grief is too cloſely connected with 


rr. tribute Kk 
| ſorrow to the memory. 


| happy and gladſome regions. Chriſtianity ſoothes 


OL eds N Tl. WW" 
W 9 * nete irn whoſo- life * | 


chillies were de xloſcly, and tenderly; joined, | } 


ſatisfied with his ways. But nature will have 


or'a 
And 


of, «. done free 
re 


kind, tender 4.04 ft d an 


- Indeed, d grief, and the moderate tears 


of afſection are due to departed friends: but 
we ſhbuld by no means ſorrow, as if we had 
no hopes of meeting them again, in more 


us with the pleaſing thought, that when this 
life is over, we hall meet again in hap- 
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